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WHAT’S NEXT?
INTERACTIVE LEADERSHIP 
WORKSHOP, BABE, A-PARABLE, 
led by three members of the Hispanic 
Ministries Leadership Team, Val 
Lindenschmidt, Barry Sumner 
and Ginny Sheets, September 26, 
registration due September 20!  
INFORMATION

WORLDWIDE COMMUNION 
CELEBRATED
October 4-Peace and Global Witness 
Offering INFORMATION

WEE KIRK CONFERENCES
October 6-8, Potawotomi Inn, Angola, 
IN, INFORMATION

MUSIC CAMP WITH 40 IGLESIA 
EVANGELICA DOMINICANA 
TEENS, Dominican Republic, led by 
Witherspoon Music Director, Pavel 
Polanco Safiti, October 9-11

3B TRAINING
Oct 9-11, St. Andrew PC, Indianapolis  
See article on aging ministry and click 
on the flyer.   

INDIANA PRESBYTERIAN TEEN 
CONFERENCE
October 16-18, PYOCA, 
INFORMATION     
WHITEWATER VALLEY 
PRESBYTERY MEETING
November 4, Christian Theological 
Seminary, Indianapolis
PRESBYTERY WIDE DAY OF 
CARING LEADER TRAINING, 
March 5, 2016
SACRED MUSIC SYMPOSIUM
Tabernacle Presbyterian Church,
April 27-29, 2016  INFORMATION

2016 YOUTH TRIENNIUM
Purdue University
July 19-23, 2016
INFORMATION

Three of Whitewater Valley’s leaders travelled to Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic, this summer to plan a three day music camp for 
young adults beginning October 9.
Pavel Polanco-Safadit, Barry Sumner 
and Ashley Stewart met there with 
enthusiastic church musicians 
representing all the regions of the DR.  
They planned the three day program, 
recruiting attendees by providing 
scholarships and hope for future 
exchange opportunities. 40 excited music 
leaders from the more than 60 churches 
comprising the Evangelical Church of 
the Dominican Republic will attend.
Pavel, music director of Witherspoon Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, 
and Director of the Jazz Ensemble and Jazz Instructor at Earlham College 
in Richmond, Indiana, Ashley, public school teacher and choir director 
and Bill Sando, member of Second Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, who 
partnered with our presbytery and the Quintana Roo North presbytery of 
Mexico are leading the camp.  Collaborating in leadership are a professor of 
music and a professional musician from the Dominican.
The musicians will master music new to them, learn music theory, and 
demonstrate their knowledge by planning and leading a worship service.  
Chosen for their interest in church music, they will also explore how to 
further their music education and scholarship opportunities for study.
Previous to this planning trip, the presbytery’s Hispanic Ministries 

Leadership Team (HMLT) has 
coordinated two trips, initiating 
mission relationships with eleven 
congregations in the southwest area 
of the Dominican Republic near 
the Haitian border. 
A trip to begin building 
relationships between particular 
Whitewater Valley congregations 
and those in the Dominican 
Republic is planned for February 
or March, 2016. The Hispanic 

Ministries Leadership Team (HMLT) hopes and prays that every 
congregation in our presbytery which would like to get involved in next 
year’s journey is invited to do so.    Please contact Cathy Alexander at First 
Presbyterian Church, Muncie (cathy@firstpresmuncie.org) or Bill Sando 
(bsando@comcast.net) to learn more!

MAKING A JOYFUL NOISE IN 
THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

 Indianapolis-Witherspoon P.C., WVP Hispanic Ministry Lead Team

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/babe-a-parable-a-wvp-training-event-registration-17747054919
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peace-global.html
http://www.fellowship.community/wp-content/uploads/NCWK-2015-Broch-FINAL.pdf
http://www.fellowship.community/wp-content/uploads/NCWK-2015-Broch-FINAL.pdf
http://tabpres.org/sacredmusic/
http://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/


Amistad Cristiana is a lively, Spanish speaking congregation which 
worships and ministers in the church building that formerly housed 
Calvary Third Presbyterian Church, located in the south central area of Ft. 
Wayne.  (www.amistadpc.org)  In light of their growth and with the passion 
to formalize their life, leaders from Ft. Wayne collaborated to submit a 
Mission ‘Investment Grant’ application.  The $25,000, one year ‘Investment 
Grant’ from the PCUSA Mission Agency was approved August 8, 2015!  The 
application was approved initially by our presbytery’s Committee on Ministry, 
then the Council of the presbytery earlier this summer.  We will match that 

amount with an additional $25,000 this year.
Nesting with the First Presbyterian Church 
of Greenwood, the worshiping Chin 
fellowship of political Burmese refugees 
applied for a ‘Seed Grant’ from the Mission Agency (PCUSA) which has 
also been granted.  It provides $7,500 for a year of ministry.    Burmese 
Christians who speak Mizo gather for worship at Southminster PC located 
just southeast of Indianapolis.  Exodus Refugee and Catholic Charities 
resettlement coordinators here in Indiana estimate that perhaps 20,000 
refugees from Burma (renamed Myanmar) now live in and around Ft. 
Wayne and Indianapolis.

Wholeness in body, mind and spirit creates beautiful reflections of our communities as the Body of Christ, 
formed in God’s image.
As Denise Harrington, Senior Ministry Consultant for the program, builds relationships and designs programs 
for the aging members of three churches in our presbytery, she strives to offer wholistic programs that include 
these five aspects:  physical, social, emotional, spiritual and mental well-being.  Getting out of the house and 
together with other people, exercising, knowing someone cares, praying, worshiping and learning together are 
the focus of her work.  
Three Indianapolis churches joined to brainstorm how to strengthen the faith and life of their aging members 
and applied for a grant from the Smock Foundation housed in Ft. Wayne (www.firstpres-fw.org/education_

fellowship/seniors/) to provide for part time staff to promote this well-
being.  Northminster, Irvington, and Faith have partnered to encourage 
healthy living under Denise’s capable leadership.  Support Northminster 
in prayer as homebound members gather to worship and share a meal on 
Thursday, September 24.  
Beginning in March, a monthly gathering open to all in the area, called 
“Presby Day” will provide social time, healthy food, a timely learning 
experience and reflection on faith.  The programs will rotate among the 
three different churches.
Before that, though, all of our churches are invited to send a member 
or two persons to a unique training event called 3B,  “Brain, Body and 
Belief ”, October 9-11. Having that knowledge, new trainees will be 
equipped to lead one hour programs for their own aging members and 
could volunteer to participate with one of the three partnering churches.
3B BROCHURE

MINISTRY FOR ELDERLY AND AGING DEBUTS

TWO GROWING WORSHIPING COMMUNITIES 
RECEIVE FUNDING GRANTS!

 Indianapolis-Faith P.C., Indianapolis-Irvington P.C., Indianapolis-Northminster P.C.

 Fort Wayne-Amistad Cristiana, Greenwood-Chin Fellowship

http://www.firstpres-fw.org/education_fellowship/seniors/
http://www.firstpres-fw.org/education_fellowship/seniors/
http://www.whitewatervalley.org/uploads/2/7/1/5/27158261/3b_training.oct.15.pdf


God is doing new things with the church, so those preparing to serve as Teaching 
Elders in our Presbyterian Churches look forward to a different experience than 
their predecessors had.  What’s it like?  Many more part time calls, multi-church 
positions, greater opportunity for tent-making, the hope of the 1001 Worshipping 
Communities (a program of the Presbyterian Church, USA) and solo pastor 
responsibilities.
Our presbytery is blessed with five students early in their preparation for ministry 
within the PCUSA as Inquirers:  Ellen Corcella, Grace Espiritu, Trent Holden, Tom 
Markey and Brian Yount.

Two are enrolled at Princeton Theological Seminary 
in New Jersey and one at Union Theological 
Seminary in Virginia, both of which were founded 
by and are supported by the Presbyterian Church, 
USA.   Two of our Inquirers study at Christian 
Theological Seminary, a Disciples of Christ school in 
Indianapolis, which meets well the education needs of 
Presbyterians.  
During this time, they explore their own sense of 
call in depth and study toward a Master of Divinity 
degree to discover their academic strengths and passions in the field.  After a 
year or longer as an Inquirer, students may determine to end their exploration of 
ministry or pursue it further, seeking to be received as a Candidate for ministry, a 
step which is approved by the presbytery through the work of the Committee on 
Preparation for Ministry. 

Please include 
these five in your 
prayers.  Please 
pray for Grace 
Espiritu to soon 
find a nurturing 
congregation with 
whom to worship 
while she is in 
school.  Pray for the 
safe delivery and 
good health of the 
baby being born 
to Tom and Abbie 
Markey this month. 
You might pray in 
thanksgiving to God 
who blesses each of them with conviction in their 
faith and commitment to the life of the church.

NEW LEADERS FOR A NEW AGE

TOM MARKEY
under care of

Indianapolis-Second P.C.

ELLEN CORCELLA
under care of

Indianapolis-St. Andrew P.C.

BRIAN YOUNT
under care of

Franklin-First P.C.

GRACE ESPIRITU
under care of

New Castle-First P.C.

TRENT HOLDEN
under care of

Fishers-New Hope P.C.

Registration materials coming soon!
Don’t forget to put this on your planning 

calendar and in your budget for next year!July 19-23



Thanksgiving for the life of the Rev. Bill Clemenson who was called to the resurrection August 27.  A service 
of witness to the resurrection will be held September 19, 3:00 p.m., First Presbyterian Church, Franklin.

Joyful anticipation as the congregation of First Presbyterian Church, Decatur, and the Rev. Henie Mulder, 
interim pastor, step forward in faith together.  Henie transferred into our denomination from the Christian 
Reformed Church of S. Africa in May of this year.

Care and protection for the farmers in our presbytery who begin the difficult work of harvesting fall crops.

Celebration of the installation of Rev. Susan Finley as pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Hartford City, 
September 27.

Thanksgiving for all the saints, past and present, who have served as Christ’s witnesses in Decatur as the 
First Presbyterian Church celebrates its 175th anniversary.

Thanksgiving for the ministries of Gray and Anne Marshall.  Gray will become the transitional pastor of 
First Presbyterian Church in Washington Court House, Ohio.   As he begins saying goodbye, he shares 
that his time serving Hope PC in Plainfield and in leadership within our presbytery has been an incredible 
honor and joy, knowing he will miss this community dearly. Anne has served Second Presbyterian Church 
here in Whitewater Valley as a Lake Fellow resident and brings to a close her ministry as Pastor and Head of 
Staff of Fairlawn PC in Columbus, Indiana (Ohio Valley Presbytery).  Gray, Anne and Henry are excited to 
live closer to two of his adoring grandparents.

Need an outlet for your passion to serve?  Contact Camp PYOCA for an easy to plan 
work retreat!  PYOCA has plenty of volunteer opportunities. If you or your youth or 
adult group is interested in spending a day or a weekend to do mission projects, we 
would be more than happy to host you and have you help us out. There are a variety 
of small and large projects that need to be done around camp, including trimming 
trails and cutting wood. Please call today to make arrangements and see what projects we currently need help 
with.  Phone: 1-866-251-2267   Email director Jake Hofmeister: jake@pyoca.org

FRESH AIR GUARANTEED!

PLEASE PRAY IN...

Sunday morning, September 13, was crisp and clear.  The 100 Christians 
who gathered for the Irvington Neighborhood Peace Rally hoped that 
the change of weather might help bring the hot summer of violence to an 
end.
Worshipers gathered from Downey Ave. Christian, Emerson Ave. 

Baptist, Ellenberger United Church of Christ, 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Irvington First Baptist, 
Irvington Presbytery Church and El Trono de la 
Gracia which nests at IPC. Led by the Irvington Ministerial 
Association, peaceseekers sang, prayed, heard scripture and 
testimony yearning for the violence our city and nation have 
suffered to cease.  An unusual source gave the testimony for 
peacemaking, Judge David Certo, a Roman Catholic, works 
out of the courtroom in Fountain Square and spoke of what 
it means to love your enemy, every day.
On the day when churches traditionally launch Sunday 
school year programs, this group chose to express their 
anger, grief, and hope for a decrease in, even an elimination 
of violent deaths beginning that very day. 

A PEACE RALLY ON RALLY DAY
Indianapolis-Irvington P.C.


