STEWARDSHIP MATERIAL FOR CHILDREN!

!

!

PARABLES OF THE OPOSSUM PAUL®
Stewardship Series

Through a series of three stories, simple concepts of stewardship can be taught as children visit
the Church of the Hollow Stump, where the Opossum Paul® is the pastor. The birds and
animals that live in Feather Hill all attend the church each Sunday to learn about God and how
God wants us to live our lives. Materials are available on the website to assist you in your
presentation, such as copies of the stories in story and in play form, a DVD presenting the
stories in various ways, a coloring page to go along with each story and information on
purchasing puppets or downloading cut-out figures of the characters to use when telling the
stories. !
!
The Church of the Hollow Stump is a wonderful place where children of all ages can have some
fun, learn some lessons and grow closer to Christ Jesus, son of the living God. !
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For more information contact:!
Jean Dodds, Moderator, LDWG!
317-849-0555 jeandodds34@gmail.com!
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The materials listed below can be downloaded from the Whitewater Valley Presbytery website or hardcopies are
available upon request. They can be used in conjunction with Parables of the Opossum Paul, Stewardship !
Series, DVD or can be used alone. !
!
In addition to the three stories in play form with the puppets, there are two other examples of how the stories !
can be told in a church or classroom setting, one with puppets, the other with puppet drawings on paint stirrers.!

!
!
!

!
!
!

Puppet Drawings: The puppet characters are designed to be cut out and held as the stories are told and !
can be attached to paint stirrers. The sticks can be blackened or colored if being held against dark colored!
clothing.!

!
!

Stories: There are three stewardship stories each written out in two different formats. If one person is telling !
the story, use the Short Story format. If you want to present it as a play with puppeteers, use the format for!
A Play in One Act. !

Characters!
The Opossum Paul®!
Mr. Squirrel!
Sammy!
Manny, the praying mantis!

!

!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!

The Puppets: Three of the puppets on the DVD are made by Folkmanis, Inc. (www.folkmanis.com). They!
can also be found at children’s museums, zoo gift shops, book stores and better toy stores. Stores that !
carry Folkmanis puppets often are willing to order ones that they do not have in stock. They are also available !
through Amazon.!

!
!

!
!

The fourth puppet on the DVD, The Opossum Paul, was designed by Lynette Eklund. She can be contacted at!
(leklund@quixnet.net. Lynette lives in Connersville, Indiana.!

!
!

!
!

Coloring Sheets: Each coloring sheet has the name of the story to which it corresponds. Feel free to copy !
the coloring pages in whatever quantities are needed. !

!
!

!
!

It is hoped that these stories can bring a fresh insight into what it means to be a generous people to both!
the children and adults of your congregation.!

!

!

If you have any questions call:! Jean Dodds, Moderator, LDWG, 317-849-0555.! jeandodds34@gmail.com!
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Coordinating Council!
Presbytery of Whitewater Valley!

!

In God We Trust

!

CHARACTERS!
The Opossum Paul®!
Mr. Squirrel!
Manny, the praying mantis!

!
!
!

PROPS!
A one-dollar bill!
A penny for each child!

!
!
!

In the little town of Feather Hill, the Church of the Hollow Stump is
right in the middle of town. Mr. Squirrel is helping the counters count
the money from the collection plates after church today, for the very
first time.!

Mr. Squirrel looked closely at the dollar bill. “And look, here is more
proof that there is a connection between God and our country. Here
are the words, In God We Trust.”!

!

The Opossum Paul said, “That’s right, Mr. Squirrel. In God We Trust
is the motto of our country. Those words have appeared on all our
coins for a very long time. Then, in the 1950s the government
decided to put those words on our bills, too. Now every piece of
money, every bill and every coin, that the United States makes, have
the words, In God We Trust.”!

!

“And it isn’t paper money. Our bills are actually made out of cotton
and linen and silk thread. Then they are pressed and starched to
make them nice and crisp.”!

!

“My, my,” said Mr. Squirrel. “I didn’t know that! I do know Sunday
morning is a good time to show our love for God by returning to the
Lord a portion of what God has given us.”!

!

!

“Yes,” said the Opossum Paul. “We have so much to be thankful for
and we should thank God for our wonderful country where we can
worship God however we want. It is called Freedom of Religion.”!

!

Mr. Squirrel thought for a moment and then he said, “When we pledge
our allegiance to the flag we say we are a nation under God. But I
have a question. We were a nation under God when our country was
founded but do you think we are still a nation under God?”!

“I don’t think I have ever looked so closely at our money before,” said
Mr. Squirrel. “Why, look, there is a pyramid on each one-dollar bill.
And at the top of the pyramid is an eye. It is on every single onedollar bill.”!
With that, the Opossum Paul, the pastor of the church, came into the
room. He heard Mr. Squirrel talking about the pyramid on the onedollar bill and the eye on the top of the pyramid. He said, “ Mr.
Squirrel, do you know whose eye that is?”!

!
!

“Why no, I don’t know,” said Mr. Squirrel. “I guess I never thought
about it before.”!

“That is a very good question,” said the Opossum Paul. “It’s one I’ve
wondered about myself. When we talk about the church, we say it is
not the building that is the church, it is the people who are the church.
The people are important in the church and in our nation, too. So, I
believe that as long as we, the people, are under God, we are a
nation under God.”!

“It’s God’s eye. The all-seeing eye is an ancient symbol for God. It
shows that God has been important to our nation from the very
beginning.”!

“Our nation reminds us about God in many ways. Our nation’s motto
is In God We Trust. God is on our money. God cares what we do
with our money.”!

!
!

!

Mr. Squirrel said, “I’m so glad I helped count the offering today. I was
able to help and I have learned so many new things.”!

!

“Good, Mr. Squirrel. I’m glad you helped, too. Goodbye, now. Have
a nice day.” Mr.Squirrel waved goodbye.!
………………………………!

!

Manny, the praying mantis, was sitting on a limb outside the window
of the church, listening to Mr. Squirrel and the Opossum Paul. He
thought about what he had heard. Finally he sighed and said, “The
people who came from England to settle in America had been living
under a king. I’m so glad they decided that this new nation would be
under God. I love the motto they chose for us, In God We Trust.”!

!

“Boys and girls, I have something special for you today,” said Manny.
“A penny. On each penny are the words In God We Trust. Put this
penny in a special place. May it remind you always that ours is a
nation under God and that we trust in God. Before I give you the
pennies, let us pray.!

!

PRAYER: O God, thank you for our families and our country. May we
always trust in you and return to you a fair portion of what you have
given us. Amen.!

!
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A JOYFUL NOISE

!

Characters!
The Opossum Paul®!
Sammy Squirrel!
Mr. Squirrel!
Manny, the praying mantis !

!

As many puppets as you have children!
or children may bring one of their own stuffed animals.!
(or the children can come forward without a puppet.)!
!
Props!
A metal bucket or pot!
A few coins for each child in a basket!
A small container for 10-20 coins!

!
!

At the appointed time, the children will come forward, take a few coins
from the basket and drop them in the bucket, making a loud noise.
Choose two children to bring Mr. Squirrel and Sammy forward
together with the small container of coins.!
……………………………!
Right in the middle of the village of Feather Hill is the Church of the
Hollow Stump. The pastor is the Opossum Paul and he is about to
begin the morning worship service. “Welcome, welcome! I’m so glad
you could be with us today for this is a very special day in the life of
this church.”!

small. The important thing is that you give in proportion to how God
has blessed you. We all want the campaign to be a big success.!

!

I’m going to stand here near the Joyful Noise Bucket so that I can
thank each of you as you bring your gifts forward.!

!
(The children come forward carrying a puppet.) !
!

Why here is Rebecca Robin. (A few coins are dropped in the bucket.)
Thank you, Rebecca. What a joyful noise you have made.!

!

Here comes Erica Eagle (A few more coins are dropped in the
bucket.) Thank you, thank you so much.!

!

Why Clarence Raccoon. How nice to see you here today. Thank you.
Thank you for your gift.!

!

The process continues for whatever puppets or stuffed animals are
present. The last two are the squirrels.) !

!

And here come Mr. Squirrel and Sammy. Why they are carrying a
basket full of coins! (The coins are dropped into the bucket, making a
loud noise.) What a joyful noise to the Lord you have made. Thank
you, Mr. Squirrel. Thank you, Sammy.!

!

Today we can truly celebrate, for you have given according to your
means and beyond your means and you have given yourselves to the
Lord. (11Cor. 8:1-5).!

!

We have been planning a capital campaign and today we are
dedicating our gifts to the campaign. It seems that the northwest
corner of the stump has gotten quite rotted out and is in need of
repair. We just had to do something about the problem.!

And soon, you, the members and friends of this church, will have an
opportunity to do the same thing. You, too, can give according to your
means, and even beyond your means. You have been so generous in
the past. We pray that your generosity will continue and that you will
always give yourselves to the Lord. May your campaign be as
successful as the campaign at the Church of the Hollow Stump.!

Today you may bring your gifts forward and dedicate them during our
worship service. Some of the gifts will be large and some will be

I want to thank everyone for helping me tell the story today. I couldn’t
have done it without you.!

!
!

!

Manny, the praying mantis, was sitting on the window sill watching
with great interest as all the birds and animals came forward with their
gifts. He sighed and said, “I have a gift, too. It’s a very small gift but
it’s all I have.” (He drops one coin in the bucket.) “The Opossum
Paul said that every gift, given from the heart is important, and this gift
is given from the very bottom of my heart. Why, it makes me want to
pray. Please pray with me.”!

!

PRAYER: Dear Lord, thank you for all the things you have given us.
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to give back to you a portion
of what we have received. Amen.!
…………………………………!

!
!
!

At Northminster Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, Indiana, the Joyful
Noise pail is a permanent fixture in the front of the church. The
children drop their coins in each Sunday when they come forward for
the Children’s Time, regardless of what the message is for the day.
The pail is not mentioned but the children love to hear the noise and
the congregation is reminded that when we give to the Lord, we make
a joyful noise. A galvanized or smaller pail like the one used in the
DVD can work equally well. Test your pail in advance since some
metals work better than others. Giving has gone up since the pail was
added.!

!

This story is dedicated to Northminster Presbyterian Church. For
years I have listened to the coins drop in the milk pail during morning
worship’s Children’s Time. It was the wonderful inspiration that led me
to create this story.
Jean Dodds!
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Whose Nuts?
!
!

Characters!
The Opossum Paul®!
Sammy Squirrel!
Mr. Squirrel!
Manny, the praying mantis!

!
!

Props!
A bag of nuts!
A baggie with ten pennies for each child!
A basket/bucket!

!
!
!

Sammy squirrel had a soccer game this afternoon and now she and
her dad, Mr. Squirrel, are on their way home. “Dad, I’m starving,”
said Sammy. Can we go through the drive-thru so I can get some
roasted nuts?”!
“We’re going to have dinner as soon as we get home, Sammy. Can’t
you wait until then?”!

!

“No, Dad. It will be forever before we have dinner and I’m starving
now. Please! Can’t we stop?”!

!

Mr. Squirrel finally agreed to stop and Sammy got a large order of
roasted nuts. Knowing dinner would be ready soon, Mr. Squirrel didn’t
order anything for himself. But those roasted nuts smelled so good!
Dad couldn’t resist. He reached over and took a few.!

!
Sammy shouted, “Hey Dad! No. You can’t have any.”!
!

Mr. Squirrel laughed and said, “Please, Sammy I just want a few.”!
“No, Dad. I’m hungry. You gave them to me.”!

!

“Yes, Samantha, I gave them to you. Along with just about everything
else you have in this world. Would it be asking too much for you to
give a few back to me?”!

!
“You gave them to me and they’re mine. I’m hungry. I want them all.”!
!

That evening, Mr. Squirrel went to a meeting at the church. In Feather
Hill, the Church of the Hollow Stump is right in the middle of town and
the pastor is none other than the Opossum Paul. Mr. Squirrel told the
Opossum Paul all about the roasted nuts. “I know I gave them to
Sammy but you’d think she could have let me have one or two. I just
didn’t know what to do.”!

!

The Opossum Paul said, “Mr. Squirrel, I think the Bible can help us
answer your question. Psalm 24 says that everything belongs to God.
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.”!

!

“Ah,” said Mr. Squirrel, “sometimes even us fathers forget that
everything has been given to us by God.”!

!

“The Bible tells us more,” said the Opossum Paul. “In Leviticus, it
says that the Hebrews should give one-tenth of everything they have
to God. If you have ten sheep, give one to God. If you have ten
acorns, give one to God. I must speak to Grannie Annie Owl, our
church school teacher, about this. I think it is time for a good lesson in
stewardship.”!

!

“Ah,” sighed Mr. Squirrel. “Maybe it’s time for us all to have a good
lesson in stewardship.”!

!

Leader: Boys and girls, lets talk about what would have been a fair
way for Sammy to treat her father. Just imagine you were in Sammy’s
shoes and you and your Dad had stopped at a drive-thru and he’d
bought you some french fries. I think french fries smell even better

than roasted nuts, but then, I’m not a squirrel. What if your Dad had
taken a few? What would you have done? (Let the children respond.
Possible answers: Let Dad have a few; for every ten, let Dad have
one. If the children don’t suggest one for every ten, leader suggests
it.)!

!

Good. It’s called tithing. Let me show you how it works. Here is a
baggie for each of you and in the baggie are ten pennies. If you have
ten pennies, how many should you give back to God? One. Right.
Let’s pass this basket and I want each of you to put one of the
pennies in it and we’ll give it to God for being so good to us. You can
keep the other nine. I gave them to you and they are yours to keep. !

!

Send the basket around. As the children are each putting a penny in
the basket, ask, What do we call it when we give one tenth of what we
have to God? That’s right. Tithing. It’s important for us to return to
God a portion of what God has given us.!

!

I have one more friend for you to meet. Manny, the praying mantis.
He has been sitting on the windowsill of the church listening to
everything that has been said.!

!

Manny sighed. “Roasted nuts. French fries. Yuck! I don’t like any of
those things. I like bugs. I wonder if God likes bugs. I know what I’m
going to do. I’m going to look for bugs and I will give God one bug for
every ten I find. Yes, I’m going to give God a tithe of my bugs. Before
I go, let us pray:”!

!

PRAYER: O Lord, the whole world and all that is in it belongs to you.
We are happy to give you a portion of what you have given us. Thank
you for loving us so much. Amen.!

!
!
!
!
!
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IN GOD WE TRUST

The Opossum Paul: It’s God’s eye. The all-seeing eye is an ancient
symbol for God. With God on our money, it shows that God has been
important to our nation from the very beginning.!

!
!

!

Characters!
The Opossum Paul®!
Mr.Squirrel!
Manny, the praying mantis!
Narrator!

!

!
!
!

Props!
Some one-dollar bills!
Coins!
Small table/foot stool!

!
!
!

Mr. Squirrel is sitting at a table that has dollar bills and coins stacked
on it. He is studying a one-dollar bill. Manny is sitting on a nearby
limb.!

!

Narrator: In the little town of Feather Hill, the Church of the Hollow
Stump is right in the middle of the glen. Most of the creatures who
live in Feather Hill are members of the church. The pastor is the
Opossum Paul. Today, for the very first time, Mr. Squirrel is helping
the counters count the money from the collection plates after worship.!

!

Mr. Squirrel: (looking closely at the dollar bill) Look, here is more
proof that there is a connection between God and our country. Here
are the words, In God WeTrust.!
The Opossum Paul: That’s right, Mr. Squirrel. In God We Trust is the
motto of our country. Those words have appeared on all our coins for
a very long time. Then, in the 1950s the government decided to put
those words on our bills, too. Now every piece of money, every bill
and every coin, that the United States makes have the words, In God
We Trust.!

!

And it isn’t paper money. Our bills are actually made out of cotton and
linen and silk thread. Then they are pressed and starched to make
them nice and crisp.!

!

Mr. Squirrel: I didn’t know that! I do know that Sunday morning is a
good time to show our love for God by returning to the Lord a portion
of what God has given us.!

!

The Opossum Paul: Yes. We have so much to be thankful for and we
should thank God for our wonderful country where we can worship
God however we want. It is called Freedom of Religion.!

!

Mr. Squirrel: (Thoughtfully) When we pledge our allegiance to the
flag we say we are a nation under God. But I have a question.!

Mr. Squirrel: I don’t think I have ever looked so closely at our money
before. Why, look, there is a pyramid on each one-dollar bill. And at
the top of the pyramid is an eye. It is on every single one-dollar bill!!

!
The Opossum Paul: What is it? I’ll try to answer it if I can.!
!

The Opossum Paul: (enters) Mr. Squirrel, do you know whose eye
that is? !

!

!
!

Mr. Squirrel: Hello, Opossum Paul. Why, no, I don’t know whose eye
it is. I guess I never thought about it before.!

Mr. Squirrel: We were a nation under God when our country was
founded. Do you think we are still a nation under God?!
The Opossum Paul: That is a very good question. It’s one I’ve
wondered about myself. I think of it this way. When we talk about the
church, we say it is not the building that is the church, it is the people!

PARABLES of
!
!
!
!
!
!
THE OPOSSUM PAUL®
!

who are the church. The people are important in the church and in
our nation. So I believe that as long as we, the people, are under
God, we are a nation under God.!

!

Our nation reminds us about God in many ways. Our nation’s motto
is In God We Trust. God is on our money. God cares what we do
with our money.!

!

Mr. Squirrel: I’m so glad I helped count the offering today. I was able
to help and I have learned so many new things.!

!

The Opossum Paul: Good, Mr. Squirrel. I’m glad you helped, too.
Goodbye now. Have a nice day. (exits)!

!
Brief musical interlude.!
!

Narrator: Manny, the praying mantis, sitting on a nearby limb, heard
all that Mr. Squirrel and The Opossum Paul said. He thought about
what he had heard.!

!

IN GOD WE TRUST

Manny: (sighing) The people who came from England to settle in
America had been living under a king. I’m so glad they decided that
this new nation would be under God. And I love the motto they chose
for us, In God We Trust.!

!

A Play in One Act

The other day I found a penny. On it are the words, In God We Trust.
I’m going to keep it in a safe place. May it remind me always that
ours is a nation that believes in God and that trusts in God. God has
given us so much. Let us pray.!

!

Stewardship Series

!

!
!
!

PRAYER: O God, thank you for our families and our country. May we
always trust in you and return to you a fair portion of what you have
given us. Amen.!

!
!
!
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A JOYFUL NOISE

!

Characters!
The Opossum Paul®!
Sammy Squirrel!
Mr. Squirrel!
Manny, the praying mantis!
As many puppets as you have children - optional!
Children may bring one of their own stuffed animals!
Children may come forward without a puppet!

!

Props!
A metal bucket or pot!
A few coins for each child in a small basket !
a smaller container for 10-20 coins!

!
!

When the scene opens, the Opossum Paul is on stage at the Church
of the Hollow Stump. Manny, is on a nearby limb or at the base of the
stump. At the appointed time, the puppeteers will carry a puppet
forward, take a few coins from the basket and drop them in the
bucket. Two puppeteers will bring Sammy and Mr. Squirrel forward
together with a small container filled with coins.!

!

The Opossum Paul: Good morning. ((Response: Good Morning.) I
do want to welcome each and every one of you to our service of
worship today. I am the Opossum Paul and I am the pastor of the
Church of the Hollow Stump located right here in the middle of the
glen in Feather Hill. I’m especially glad that you are here to share in
this joyous occasion for today you will have an opportunity to come
forward and dedicate your pledges to our capital campaign.!

!

As you well know, the northwest corner of the stump has gotten quite
rotted out and is in dire need of repair. We just have to do something
about the problem.!

!

I know that all of you want this campaign to be a huge success. I also
know that some of the gifts given today will be large and others will be
small. Please know that every gift, given from the heart, will be
received with joy. The important thing is that you give in proportion to
how God has blessed you.!

!

Now I’m going to invite you to come forward with your gift, and
remember, the Lord loves a cheerful giver. I’m going to stand here by
our Joyful Noise Bucket so that I can thank each of you personally as
you come forward with your gift.!
……….!
The puppeteers carry the animals forward, pick up a few coins from
the small basket and drop them in the bucket, making as much noise
as possible.!
………..!

!

Here is Rebecca Robin. Thank you, Rebecca. You have made a
joyful noise to the Lord.!

!
Thank you Erica Eagle. Thank you so much.!
!

Why Clarence Raccoon, how nice to see you here today. Thank you
for your gift. !
…………!
All the children come forward following the same procedure. The last
two are the squirrels.!
………..!
And here come Mr. Squirrel and Sammy. Why, they are carrying a
basket full of coins! (The coins are dropped into the bucket, making a
loud noise.) What a joyful noise to the Lord you have made. Thank
you, Sammy. Thank you, Mr. Squirrel. !

!

What a joyful noise to the Lord you have all made. Today we can truly
celebrate, for you have given according to your means and beyond
your means and you have given yourselves to the Lord, just as the
Apostle Paul tells us in his second letter to the Corinthians.!

!

Every church in this land can have a successful campaign, too, if they
do as you did and give according to their means and even beyond
their means. You have been so generous. We pray that your
generosity will continue and always remember, when you give to the
Lord, you make a joyful noise.!

!!
!

!

(Extending his paws for the benediction) Go in peace to love and
serve the Lord. Amen.!
……….!
Manny, the praying mantis: I have a gift, too. It’s a very small gift but
it’s all I have. (He drops one coin in the bucket.) The Opossum Paul
said that every gift, given from the heart, is important and this gift is
given from the very bottom of my heart. Why, it makes me want to
pray. Please pray with me.!

!

PRAYER: Dear Lord, thank you for all the things you have given us.
Thank you for this opportunity to give back to you a portion of what we
have received. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.!
…………………………………………………………………………………!

!
!
!

At Northminster Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, Indiana, the Joyful Noise pail is a
permanent fixture in the front of the church. The children drop their coins in it each
Sunday when they come forward for the Children’s Time, regardless of what the
message is for the day. The pail is not mentioned but the children love to hear the
noise and the congregation is reminded that when we give to the Lord, we make a
joyful noise. A galvanized pail or smaller one like the one used in the DVD can work
equally well. Test your pail in advance since some metals work better than others.
Giving has gone up considerably since the pail was added.!

!

This story is dedicated to Northminster Presbyterian Church. For years I have
listened to the coins drop in the milk pail during morning worship’s Children’s Time. It
was the wonderful inspiration that led me to create this story. Jean Dodds!
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WHOSE NUTS?

!

Characters!
The Opossum Paul®!
Sammy Squirrel!
Mr. Squirrel!
Manny, the praying mantis!

!!

Mr. Squirrel: Oh, Sammy, I just want a few.!

!
!

Sammy: No, Dad. I’m hungry. You gave them to me.!
Mr. Squirrel: Yes, I gave them to you. Along with just about everything else
you have in this world. Would it be asking too much for you to give a few
back to me?!

!
!

Sammy: Why didn’t you buy a bag for yourself?!

Props!
Bag of roasted nuts!
A basket/bucket!

Mr Squirrel: Well, maybe I should have but we’re having dinner as soon as
we get home. They smell so good. I just want one or two.!

Mr. Squirrel and Sammy are walking along a fallen log. Manny, the praying
mantis is in the branches of the fallen tree. Puppeteers are dressed in black.!

Brief musical interlude. Mr. Squirrel and the Opossum Paul are standing
near the Church of the Hollow Stump. Manny is lounging at the base of the
stump.!

Mr. Squirrel: You played a good game of soccer today, Sammy. Why, you
scored two goals. That was really cool!!

Mr. Squirrel: ….and he made a big deal about it. He wouldn’t give me one
roasted nut. I was really ticked off but I didn’t know how to handle it. I know I
gave them to Sammy but you’d think he could have let me have one or two. I
just didn’t know what to do. !

!!

!!

!

Sammy: That other team was good, too. It was a tough game. And now I’m
really hungry. Can we go through the drive-thru so I can get some roasted
nuts?!

!
!
!
!

Mr. Squirrel: We’re going to have dinner as soon as we get home, Sammy.
Can’t you wait?!
Sammy: No Dad. It will be forever before we have dinner and I’m starving
now. P-l-e-a-s-e! Can’t we stop?!
Mr. Squirrel: Well, it’s against my better judgement, Sammy. But you did
play very well today. O.K. I guess we can stop.!
Brief musical interlude. Sammy now has a bag of roasted nuts and is eating
them. Mr. Squirrel sniffs the air as he smells the delicious nuts. He reaches
into the bag and takes one.!

!
!

Sammy: ((shouting) Hey, Dad! No! You can’t have any.!

!

Sammy: You gave them to me and they’re mine. Im hungry. I want them all.!

!
!
!

The Opossum Paul: I think the Bible can help us answer your question.
Psalm 24 says that everything belongs to God. The earth is the Lord’s and
all that is in it.!

!
!

Mr. Squirrel: Ah, sometimes even us fathers forget that everything has been
given to us by God.!
The Opossum Paul: The Bible tells us more. In Leviticus, it says that the
Hebrews should give one-tenth of everything they have to God. If you have
ten sheep, give one to God. If you have ten roasted nuts, give one to God.
Or, even if you have ten french fries, give one to God. I must speak to
Grannie Annie Owl, our Sunday School teacher, about this. I think it is time
for a good lesson in stewardship.!

!
!

Mr. Squirrel: (to audience) Maybe we all need a good lesson in stewardship.!
The Opossum Paul: Mr. Squirrel, in light of what I’ve just said, what would
have been a good way for Sammy to handle it?!

!

Mr. Squirrel: (thinks a moment and then a light bulb goes off in his head.) Of
course! Sammy should have given me one roasted nut for every ten she
had. One tenth. Just like the Hebrews decided how much to give back to
God.!

!

The Opossum Paul: Good. It’s called tithing. It really is a fair way to
determine what we should return to God, the God who has given us
everything.!

!
!
!
!

Mr. Squirrel: If only I had thought to suggest tithing to Sammy.!
The Opossum Paul: (smiling). I’m sure she will hear more about it in
Sunday School.!
Brief musical interlude.. !
Manny, the praying mantis: Roasted nuts. French fries. Yuck! I don’t like
any of those things. I like bugs. I wonder if God likes bugs. I know what I’m
going to do. I’m going to look for bugs and I will give God one bug for every
ten I find. A tithe of my bugs. Yes, I’m going to find some bugs for God.
Before I go, let us pray:!

!

PRAYER: O Lord, the whole world and all that is in it are yours. We are
happy to give you a portion of what you have given us. Thank you for loving
us so much. Amen.!
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Thank You
for
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Visiting

!

THE CHURCH OF THE HOLLOW STUMP
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Please come again!

!

Peace and love,

!

The Opossum Paul®
!

