
Reach Out!
WHAT’S NEXT?

WHITEWATER VALLEY 
PRESBYTERY MEETING, Christian 
Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, 
November 4

Our meeting will include a 
presentation by Matthew Boulton, 
President of the seminary, on the 
vision for contemporary Christian 
Education.  Video from the recent 
Music Camp offered near Santo 
Domingo, DR, will be aired and we’ll 
be accompanied in worship by one of 
its leaders, Pavel Polanco-Safadit.

“WRESTLING WITH THE 
INFINITE”,
Spirit and Place Festival’s Public Art 
Exhibit, Artsgarden, November 7-14 
LINK 

MISSION MAGNIFIED,          
Kansas City, Missouri   
November 19-21, LINK

DECEMBER SABBATH,  
December 10-14, planned by the 
National Council of Churches as a 
national interfaith response to gun 
violence, LINK

PRESBYTERY-WIDE DAY OF 
CARING LEADER TRAINING,  
March 5, 2016,    
New Hope Presbyterian Church, 
Fishers

SACRED MUSIC SYMPOSIUM,  
Tabernacle Presbyterian Church, 
April 27-29, 2016, LINK

NATIONAL YOUTH TRIENNIUM,  
July 19-23, Purdue University,  
West Lafayette, IN, LINK

PRESBYTERY-WIDE DAY 
OF CARING EVENT,  
September 18, 2016

October 2015www.whitewatervalley.org

Out of the whirlwind of despair, shame and fear, two loving 
parents from Whitelick Presbyterian Church in Avon reached out 
to each other and other members for strength as they suffered 
with their children’s alcohol and drug abuse.  Rather than suffer 
in silence, God called them to create a community of prayer, 
education and courage for and with other parents so effected.  
Their search for a support group that is based in their faith led 
them to PAL, ‘Parents of Addicted Loved Ones.’  With the support 
of their pastor, Daren Hofmann, the two mothers took their 
qualifications to lead a PAL group: being parents of an addicted 
loved one and having the passion, commitment and belief in 
the power of prayer.  Fortified with the training to become 
facilitators the first and only group in Indiana was born.  The 
group now meets 
weekly at Whitelick 
Presbyterian Church, 
6:30-8:30 each 
Thursday evening.   
(www.palgroup.org)
Those family 
members and friends 
who participate 
in PAL hear about 
it by word of 
mouth, through the 
Hendricks County 
Flyer, referring 
addiction and 
co-dependency 
counselors, the 
police department 
and facebook. Gatherings include educational presentations, 
prayer and supportive and encouraging conversation.  Members 
of the group work to spread the good news of their efforts, 
staffing educational tables and booths throughout the county, 
collaborating with addiction counseling centers, meeting with the 
local Drug Task Force, and speaking at churches, youth groups 
and wellness events.  
The leaders say that “PAL is about educating parents on how to 
deal with their addicted loved ones and to find joy in their lives 
no matter what their loved one does or says.  Persons of all faiths 
are invited to join and each meeting includes a time of prayer.”  

PAL, PARENTS OF ADDICTED LOVED ONES, 
CREATES HOPE AND STRENGTH AMONG 

FAMILIES IN HENDRICKS COUNTY

 Continued on back page
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Yes, of course, you care every day!  September 18, 2016 will be unusual, new, inspiring and humbling.  On that 
SUNDAY in September, every church in the presbytery is invited to follow the lead of New Hope Presbyterian 
Church in Fishers, Indiana, by spending the day serving in our own respective communities.  On September 
this year, 400+ worshippers worked for a wide range of non-profit and faith-based organizations for four hours.  
Love acted with good humor and the right use of each one’s talents to support, encourage and strengthen 
individuals and groups throughout Hamilton County and beyond.  
Leaders of New Hope are eager to share the system they’ve developed to recruit project sites, volunteers, garner 
equipment and tools and celebrate the good God is doing through their efforts.
Any size church can participate because each church will adjust the plan to their own needs.
We hope you’re curious and that you’ll save two critical dates.  March 5, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. New Hope 
will host all who are interested to review the program and train congregational leaders.   Bring a team of 2,3, 
or 4 to the training.  Save the date of September 18, 2016 to offer your congregation’s own DAY OF CARING.  
Questions?  Contact Peggy McDonald (pmcdonald@whitewatervalley.org), 317-923-3681, ex. 28.

PLAN NOW TO JOIN THE DAY OF CARING

In order to equip you to go out into 
the world 

and record 
stories of 

good news, 
the presbytery 
will loan a Go 

Pro Hero4 
video camera 

to church 
leaders.  The 

camera allows 
you to film 

your youth and adults as God’s love is 
shared through mission and outreach.  
The loan policy can be found on our 
website.  Please contact Craig Shaw 
(cshaw@whitewatervalley.org) to 
learn more or to schedule its use.

Fishers-New Hope Presbyterian Church

GO OUT INTO THE 
WORLD WITH A 

GOPRO CAMERA!Share your thoughts about the identity and 
purpose of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) as 
part of a churchwide 
conversation. Talk 
individually or in 
groups, and also 
register at pcusa.org/
identity to share views 
and comments online. 
The 222nd General 
Assembly (2016) will use 
much of the information 
gathered to collectively 
discern God’s call for the 
church.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION

http://pcusa.org/identity
http://pcusa.org/identity


Ray Marquette invites you to visit his art installation in the Indianapolis Artsgarden, offering a place for 
people to Pray, Hope, Remember, Heal, Forgive, and Learn as they reflect on specific forms of violence.
It consists of five pillars, each six feet tall, surrounding one of the trees in the Artsgarden.  The pillars each 
represent a theme:
Overcoming the Violence of War and Aggression
Overcoming Personal Violence
Overcoming Racial Violence
Overcoming Environmental Violence
Overcoming Systemic /Institutional Violence
An interactive installation, viewers are invited to 
read statements made by well-known persons and 
to write their Prayer, Hope, Remembrance, Healing, 
Forgiveness on a tag and place it on a streamer 
surrounding the tree for everyone to read
Marquette, an honorably retired Teaching Elder and 
life-long artist, dreams that the art installation will be 
a place of inspiration as well as a site where people can 
express their deepest feelings for others.  
Celebrating the culmination of their shared learning, 
participants including Ray Marquette offer their 
projects to the public through the annual SPIRIT 
AND PLACE FESTIVAL (LINK).  This year’s Spirit & 
Place Festival will feature on-going programming and 
displays in the Indianapolis Artsgarden in which the 
story of Jacob’s dreams will serve as a prism through 
which we can look at our own dreams. Fourteen 
artists participating in the “Religion, Spirituality, and the Arts” (RSA) initiative will entertain the afternoon 
of Saturday, Nov. 7, from 12:30-1:30pm with premiere performances meant to inspire attendees to tap into 
their own imaginations and spiritual dreams.
Throughout the rest of the week, visitors will be encouraged to draw with oil pastels on a huge scroll, write 
poetry, play rhythmic music, and dance their own dream interpretations. Artists and volunteers will be on 
hand to talk about their artistic discipline and help inspire participation.

A Homecoming Reunion blessed worshipers and Deacons on September 24, a Thursday!, at 
Northminster in Indianapolis. Members who have not been able to worship on Sunday morning in 

several years were brought to church by 
deacons and their own children. Joined by 
a few members who can attend worship 
on their own, the gathering of 50 or more 
worshiped in the sanctuary, led by pastors Teri 
Thomas and Ruth Moore.  Children’s time 
was included as well, as  weekday preschool 
children joined the service.  Tasty food, 
love and laughter were shared over lunch 
afterward.   Wouldn’t you like to recreate this 
reunion of the saints at your church?

DREAMING OF A NONVIOLENT WORLD

HOMECOMING REUNION
Indianapolis-Northminster Presbyterian Church



Mike Speakman, addiction counselor of Phoenix, Arizona, founded the organization with the same 
faith that compelled our neighbors in Avon to do so.  The first group floundered when he started it, but 
he told himself, ‘Not my timing, God’s timing.’  If Mike had not listened to God’s calling PAL would not 
exist. The Avon parents know Speakman to be a humble, compassionate, giving person who changed 
their lives.
Tragically, more and more older teens and young adults are turning to addictive opioids for recreational 
use.  A dramatic increase in overdose and death caused by heroin use is occurring in males 18-25.  The 
quality, cheapness and availability of heroin has resulted in increased use across the state.  Perhaps 
45% of those 18-25 year olds became addicted initially to prescription medicines.  Across all ages and 
socio-economic groups, heroin use is increasing dramatically, thus is a cause for concern for every 
community and congregation.
To learn more about heroin use in Indiana, you may visit these sights:  
info@drugfreemc.org
http://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/heroin
http://www.in.gov/isdh/files/VS_Heroin_FactSheet_July2015.pdf
Alcohol and drug abuse are no strangers to our communities and PAL is a new, faithful response.  The 
national website, www.palgroup.org, shows how faith leaders can equip themselves to meet the needs of 
others as they meet their own.  Curriculum, free or printed, is available on www.thethoughtfulchristian.
com on teen development topics as well as parenting.  Worship resources are available on our 
denomination’s website: www.pcusa.org.
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Hunger, housing, education and family needs are the areas 
of mission outreach most important to the 31 congregations 
who responded to the mission survey sent to all our 
churches (61) in the late summer.
Now, what do we do with this information?  ALL 31 
congregations strive to alleviate hunger in their own areas.  
Hunger is a basic human need.  Shall we look together at 
the reasons our neighbors and members may not have 
enough to eat or may be malnourished?  What compels us 
to support food pantries?  Are there “food deserts” in your 
town?  How are our community gardens effecting food 
pantry guests and the congregations that weed, water and 
harvest?  What relief does SNAP provide or not provide?  
(SNAP, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, 
is the program formerly known as food stamps. It is a 
federal nutrition program to stretch one’s food budget.  
Gettingsnap.org)  Can we learn from Bread for the World, 
one of the organizations that best understands and addresses 
the problem?  (www.bread.org)
As you celebrate all the good God does through you and 
invite God to lengthen and strengthen your arms in faith, 
please ask how you can collaborate with your neighboring 
congregations to care for God’s creation in ways that excite 
and please you.  Learning from one another, relying on God 
and each other for our growth, accepting the challenges 
faced by our neighbors in need we grow stronger in mission 
and in faith.  Thank God that we face the world’s needs 
through the eyes of love and out of the courage of faith!

SURVEY SAYS

If you lived in Portland you would have 
noticed a busy day on Monday.   To spread 
the word of God and his love, members of 
First Presbyterian Church in Jay County 
invited the community to stop in, receive 
coats, scarves, hats and mittens/gloves for 
their family and to enjoy some fellowship 
while they waited their turn.   The women's 
group of the church provided a snack and 
activities for the kids, too.  Beforehand, 
support for the outreach was received from 
the community’s Kiwanis group.


