
Reach Out!

WHAT’S NEXT?
PRESBYTERY-WIDE DAY OF 
CARING LEADER TRAINING,  
March 5, 2016,    
New Hope Presbyterian Church, 
Fishers

MUSLIMS IN INDIANAPOLIS,  
March 9, 7:00-8:30 p.m.   
Fairview Presbyterian Church, 
Indianapolis LINK

FIRST MONTHLY PRESBY DAY, 
March 10, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., 
Irvington Presbyterian Church

FIGHTING FEAR WITH 
KNOWLEDGE, March 19, 10:00 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m., Faith P.C., 
Indianapolis LINK

MEET PCUSA MODERATOR 
HEATH RADA, April 23,           
Second P.C., Indianapolis, LINK

SACRED MUSIC SYMPOSIUM,  
Tabernacle Presbyterian Church, 
April 27-29, 2016, LINK

PRESBYTERY MEETING,  
May 4, First P.C., Rushville

NATIONAL YOUTH TRIENNIUM,  
July 19-23, Purdue University,  
West Lafayette, IN, LINK

March 2016www.whitewatervalley.org

Amistad Cristiana in Fort Wayne is the faith community for 
these children who attend Sunday School.  The congregation of 
“Amistad” expresses Christ’s love each week in worship and church 
school.    Visit their facebook page:  Amistad Cristiana Center or 
website:  amistadpc.org and of course you are invited to worship 
Sundays at 11:30.   You are invited to attend or volunteer at the 
upcoming community event on April 30th: Children’s Day 2016.  
Game leaders, security walkers, and set up team members are 
needed.  Please connect with us and be a volunteer: (260) 579-6966.  
leonelpech@yahoo.com

Along with all of Presbytery, the Mission and Growth Team of 
Presbytery Council has been working on evaluating and stating how we 
will move forward and fit into the new Mission of Whitewater Valley 
Presbytery.  After more than a year of work on a plan that will move the 
Presbytery toward fulfilling that new Mission statement, the Team has 
developed a document called “Our Story” that outlines our thinking 
and strategy on this matter.  
In an effort to encourage congregations to reach out with the Gospel of 
Jesus in both new and time-tested ways, the Mission and Growth Team 
announces the Dream the Dream Grant!  The purpose of this grant is to 
provide resources for our churches, working together or working with 
churches or organizations outside the denomination, to research, plan, 
and develop a working strategy for a mission that will benefit their own 
community or a place beyond their community.
We envision funds to be used for many things: a planning consultant; 
a planning retreat; the research needed to assure that you are not 
duplicating the services of another nearby organization; the research 
needed to plan a budget . . . or whatever else you can dream up that 
would help you to either make a beginning on a project or say, “It was a 
great idea, but it just won’t work.”  
If you reach the beginning point, the Team would expect that you might 
come back to us with another proposal that would fund the actual 
project.  The application for that second grant will need to include a 
plan for self-sustainability within a given time period.  When you read 
Our Story, you will see that this self-sustainability goal is important in 
the new budgeting plan.
Dare to Dream as you connect with others anxious to serve in your 
community.  You may read “Our Story” and access the grant application 
by clicking here: Our Story and Grant Application.
Please contact Laurie Wolcott, Peggy McDonald, Alan Thames, or any 
member of the Team if you have further questions.  

MISSION AND GROWTH TEAM ANNOUNCES
“DREAM THE DREAM GRANT”

AMISTAD CRISTIANA
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The Synoptic Gospels use the verb “to have compassion” to describe Jesus’ missional attitude toward human 
need and suffering.  The author, Sherron George, describes compassion as “standing in solidarity with society’s 
victims” which Jesus exemplified.  Compassion can be described as an emotional 
feeling of love, pain, touching, hugging, weeping; but, George insists that compassion 
requires us “to suffer with—not merely notice someone else’s pain and feel sorry for 
them, but to share in that very pain and feel it in our own being.”  
For those of us who live a rather comfortable life, that is hard to allow.  George spent 
her years of ministry in Brazil, a culture that is emotive and highly sensitive to the 
needs of the other.  When crises arose, George observed solidarity and community 
amongst the poor who had relatively nothing, but still shared what they had.  
Facebook sometimes gives us a glimpse of this kind of compassion: a child given a 
pair of shoes who gives one shoe to a friend; a man who shares his meager meal with 
another; a woman who divides her few pieces of furniture with a neighbor impacted 
by a flood.  Few of us have ever been in this type of environment for the long term; 
thus, we find it difficult to truly relate with compassion beyond a sincere emotional 
response and our generous checkbook.
George challenges us to open ourselves to the world’s needs and pains.  Because it can 
be overwhelming, George suggests we start by trying to develop a missional attitude 
of compassion.  “Compassion … announces that the hurt is to be taken seriously, that the hurt is not to be 
accepted as normal and natural but is an abnormal and unacceptable condition for humanness.”  
Black lives do matter.  Muslim Syrian refugees do matter.  The homeless we encounter during our daily 
commute do matter. 
We can serve those who make us feel uncomfortable.  We can risk our safety and social norms to receive as well 
as give.  We can open ourselves to being vulnerable to people with whom we can learn, laugh, weep, hug, even 
enjoy.  
The author invites us to get beyond our attitudes of superiority and arrogance, to free ourselves to serve with 
compassion. Jesus calls us to such risk taking and such blessings.  If you need encouragement, read this book!

In September, First Presbyterian in Hartford City started 
a small group at the local bowling alley's Pickle Lounge, 
open to the community for Tuesday Coffee Insight and 
Discussion. Meeting at 11:30 am, the gathered first talked 
about short essays on prayer by notable authors like 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Dorothy Day and C.S. Lewis. When 
questions about Islam piqued the group's interest to learn 
more, Rev. Susan Finley led a 3 week series including an 
overview of Muhammad, Islam and contemporary issues 
from a historical point of view. These 25 eager learners 
shared hot coffee on cold winter mornings and enhanced 
fellowship and friendship as the group grew in prayer life 
and study.  

A tenacious Syrian family seeking refuge here 
in the United States will be welcomed by two 

partnering congregations 
when they arrive here 
in Indiana on March 
16.  First Presbyterian 
Church of Columbus, 
Indiana invited Irvington 
Presbyterian Church 
in Indianapolis to join 
in welcoming a family.  

Leaders of the two churches learned in late 
February that a family of seven would arrive 
sometime in the next six months.  The time is 
upon us!  Please hold the family and the two 
congregations as well as the staff and volunteers 
of Exodus Refugee Resettlement in your prayers.  
You might also save the date, March 16, to meet 
the family at the airport.  Interested in sharing the 
housewarming work?   
Visit this link:  http://vols.pt/LFL31C.

BOOKS AND BOWLING

COMPASSION:  MORE THAN A FEELING
(#2 in series from Sherron George’s book Called as Partners in Christ’s Service, The Practice of God’s Mission)

PROVIDING HOSPITALITY 
TO A FAMILY WHO WOULD 
BE STRANGERS

http://vols.pt/LFL31C


WHAT YOU’LL DO ON YOUR SUMMER VACATION

In 2015 a new program for Young Adult Volunteers was launched in central Indiana.  Following more than 
two years of conversations among faith leaders in the community and with Young Adult Volunteer program 
coordinators at the Presbyterian Mission Agency of the PCUSA, three young adults moved here to serve 
in five different settings in the city of Indianapolis: Building 
for Tomorrow; the Center for Interfaith Cooperation; Global 
Interfaith Partnership; Bread for the World and the Northside 
Food Pantry which is housed at Second Presbyterian Church.  A 
component of the Young Adult Volunteer program is learning 
about the community in which their work is done and the lens 
through which they are viewing it is the diverse faiths lived out 
in this city.  Megan, Madison and Liz spend every Monday – 
‘Community Day’ – together away from their work placements 
exploring Indianapolis, learning about their own faith and other 
faiths, serving others and building community.
In addition, YAVs live in their own community, attempting to live simply and at the poverty level, which is 
their income level.  Learning to prepare meals within budget, rely on public transportation and seek out free or 
inexpensive entertainment is part of life together.
Currently another young adult from our area, Emma Moore, is serving Open Door in Denver, Colorado, as a 
YAV.  Her blog is on the presbytery website along with Tyler Orem’s blog.  Tyler served as a YAV several years 
ago in India and is now a mission co-worker in Zambia.  

EMMA’S BLOG   TYLER’S BLOG    LIZ’S BLOG   MEGAN’S BLOG
A year as a Young Adult Volunteer in an international or national setting gives a young person of faith (ages 18-
30) the chance to learn and grow in a nurturing, structured, non-academic environment and includes service, 
poverty, human need and the gifts of faith.  To become a YAV or to encourage a person you know to consider 
this program, you can contact our current YAVs through Second Presbyterian Church (317-253-6461), talk to 
Peggy McDonald at the presbytery office to be put in contact with someone who has completed a year as a YAV 
or visit the PCUSA site:  http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/yav/

Are you familiar with the town of McCordsville?  It is located north of 
Pendleton Pike, on the border of Hancock and Marion counties.  A need was 
realized by a hairdresser who having listened well to the stories of clients 
and neighbors, was moved to gather and give away small amounts of food 
to help another get through a rough patch.  The ‘pantry’ became the Angel’s 
Closet and is now in the small building pictured here.  Men from among the 
members of our congregation in McCordsville, Christ Presbyterian, painted 
the outside of the building last fall to protect it for another winter.  For the 
first time, more than ten congregations seek to partner to stock and staff the 
pantry.  Pray for this fledgling ministry as some who were strangers share the 
work of angels.

“Wild Goose” is a Celtic 
spirituality metaphor for the 
Holy Spirit and unpredictability, 
beauty and grace.  It is also 
the name of the annual “Wild 
Goose Festival” held each July 
in North Carolina. Those Presbyterians who have 
attended have found and contributed to an unusually 
open learning experience inspired by exceptional 
prophetic voices for justice from our time.  This year, 
Jim Wallis, founder of Sojourners and author of the 

recent book, AMERICA’S 
ORIGINAL SIN will lead 
an interactive series of 
conversations and Grammy 
nominee, Matt Maher, will 
perform.  In only its sixth 

year, the festival continues to grow, welcoming singles 
and families, Christians who gather to form a playful, 
joyful and serious learning community.  To find out if 
this unique event is right for you, contact Wild Goose 
through the website, www.wildgoosefestival.org    

ANGELS AMONG US

YOUNG ADULT VOLUNTEERS IN OUR MIDST

L-R: Ron Chastain, Wayne Grelle, Alex 
Grelle, Bill Schofield, Roger Howard, 
Joe Abramo, Brian King

https://yavemmadenver.wordpress.com/
http://www.mapc.com/outreach/blogs/teezing-out-the-roots
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https://meganyav.wordpress.com/
  http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/yav/
www.wildgoosefestival.org 


JOIN IN PRAYER FOR: 
The Sessions of First Presbyterian Church, 
Columbus, and Irvington Presbyterian 
Church as they prepare to jointly receive a 
Syrian refugee family arriving March 16th.  
Hold Exodus Refugee Resettlement and 
Catholic Charities in your prayers, as well, 
as they advocate to welcome Syrians in our 
midst.

The mission team of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Muncie as they prepare to visit 
their partners in the Dominican Republic 
March 6-12.

Musicians who gather in Santo Domingo, DR 
for the second music clinic, April 1 and 2.

All who plan short term mission travel for 
Spring Break.

Funds for food justice actions are available from 
Irvington Presbyterian Church.  The balance remains 
from the work of VISTA volunteer Tara Cobb last year.  
Please contact Bob Heimach if  you would like to use 
some of the funds for your community garden or other 
pursuit of food justice.  
(rheimach@irvpresby.org or 317-356-7225)

NUTRITION OR GARDENING 
OPPORTUNITY AWAITS

All women of the presbytery are invited to 
attend the Presbyterian Women’s Spring 
Gathering, April 9, 2016, held this time 
at Westminster Neighborhood Services.  
Workshop topics for the morning include 
a poverty simulation, a greeting card do-
it-yourself lesson, and practicing putting 
out a welcome mat to strangers.  For 
more information and to register, visit the 
presbytery website, www.whitewatervalley.org 
to click on the scrolling notice for the gathering or 
contact the PW Moderator, Ann Noland at 765-644-
0656, ann.noland@gmail.com.

YOU’RE INVITED TO THE 
SPRING GATHERING FOR ALL 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
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