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“How was your trip?”, we ask.
When your fellow worshipers, family and friends return from a mission immersion this summer, what will 
they share with you?  Too often we ask those who engage in 
short term mission a simple, “How was your trip?”  or “Did 
you finish the project you went to do?”  Nice, factual, but….
the conversation doesn’t get to the heart of the matter.  
Where did they see Jesus?  What did they learn about 
God?  How was the experience different than they 
had expected and when were they surprised?  Scared?  
Excited?  Awed?  Did they come home with new 
convictions or relationships or dreams? 
We don’t leave the predictability and comfort of home, take 
the risks of engaging in mission, spend the money, bear the 
discomforts, travel with some we hardly know to spend time 
with persons we’ll likely never see again without it having 
an impact on us.  When your fellow worshipers, family and 
friends or even you come back home this summer, invite 
and retell the stories that matter, that will live in the traveler 
and the one who listens for a long time.
Borrow the presbytery’s Go-Pro camera to easily record 
the stories!  Contact Craig Shaw to use it.  Contact Peggy 
McDonald if you want resources for mission trip follow up 
for integrating those experiences.

You are invited to gather at First Presbyterian Church 
in Anderson with two Presbyterian Church (USA) 
staffpersons who have served in the middle east. On 
Wednesday, July 6th at 7 PM they will share about their 
important ministry.  For more information, contact 
Peggy McDonald at the presbytery office (317-923-
3681) or Kevin Bausman, pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church, 765-642-0219.  
 

First Presbyterian Church, 230 West 9th Street, Anderson, IN, 46016
Refreshments will be served after their presentation

TELLING YOUR MISSION TRIP STORIES

AN INVITATION 
TO LEARN
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The Hispanic Ministries Leadership team 
is planning and leading a trip to the DR 
September 12-16.  During the trip, 10 
travelers from this presbytery will visit the 
11 congregations of the Iglesia Evangelica 
Dominicana with whom we are developing 
a partnership.  Building that partnership 
and discovering how we will engage with 
each other is the sole purpose of the trip.  
Congregations who have already participated 
by providing religious education materials 
in the form of Dorcas Baskets may be 
particularly interested.  All are invited 
to consider this.  Requirements include 
participating faithfully in preparing for and 
serving following the trip as well as paying 
for your own expenses, which will be no 
more than $1300, all inclusive.  Contact 
Karen Herbst Kim or Barry Sumner for more 
information, commitment deadline being 
July 1. (revkaren@gmail.com; bsumner@
indy.rr.com)

Among our own Camp 
PYOCA’s camps this summer 
is a NEW week for youth ages 

13 and older: 
TRANSFORM AND SERVE

JULY 5-8
which will include service 

outings and traditional 
outdoor camp activities.  

EXPLORATORY TRIP TO 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
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Geneva Center Camp and Conference Center in Rochester, 
IN, has been the home of Presbyterian summer campers 
since the late 1960's. The 235 acres includes nature trails, 
a small lake, grasslands, an outdoor labyrinth, rustic and 
modern cabins, and 32 motel-like sleeping rooms in the 
main lodge building. Geneva Center is celebrating 50 years 
as a camp center with continued Christian goals and values, 
welcoming people of all faith communities.
At the same time, Geneva Center is in the midst of change.  As 
of January, 2016, Geneva Center has spun off from its roots with 
the Presbytery of Wabash Valley, and is now an independent 
501(c)3 non-profit, with the new official name "Geneva Center, 
Incorporated" (GCI), led by a Board of Directors, presently eight in 
number; including 
a member of Whitewater Valley Presbytery.  
The Presbytery of Wabash Valley determined that it had 
to reduce its financial support of the camp while retaining 
ownership of the property.  The offices of the presbytery are now 
housed elsewhere and Geneva Center pays $1 rent to 
the presbytery each year.
The new future for GCI is a step out in faith 
which holds excitement and challenge. Geneva 
Center remains committed to offering faith based 
programming that is open to all, as well as providing 
a place to host gatherings and retreats. Summer Camp 
season will include 9 different camps and begins June 
12.    A recent open house welcomed old friends and 
new visitors from Rochester and across Indiana.
GCI is working diligently to raise $200,000 for a strong 
beginning as an independent incorporation.  Hiring 
an Executive Director who will work on marketing, promoting, and 
leading Geneva Center into the future is a high priority.
Geneva Center, Inc. manifests God's love for all ages, fulfilling 
a commitment to honor the legacy of years of faithfulness while 
building a strong future!  Many congregations in this presbytery take 
church retreats at Geneva Center and several of our more northern 
congregations send their children to summer camp at nearby Geneva 
Center.   Have you enjoyed a retreat or sent a child to camp at Geneva 
Center?

http://www.genevacenter.org/
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/genevaretreatcenter/

CAMPS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH BEGIN 
JUNE 12 AT GENEVA CENTER!

http://www.genevacenter.org/
http://www.facebook.com/genevaretreatcenter/


JOIN IN PRAYER FOR: 
All summer ministries with children
Rev. L. Bryant Parker (retired, served Witherspoon 
PC) in prayers upon the death of his wife, Ladye, May 
20, 2016.
Cards may be sent to:  
Rev. L. Bryant Parker
10610 Gipper Way N.
Apt A
Avon IN 46123-6630

FOR YOUR FALL 2016 PLANNING:
DISASTER RESPONSE TRAINING, All Women, October 8, First Presbyterian Church, Danville, Illinois offered by 
the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program and Presbyterian Women to our synod.

GREAT LAKES ASSOCIATION OF PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH EDUCATORS’ ANNUAL EVENT    
“Still Waters” is the theme of the Fall Retreat, October 18-20-, 2016 at nearby Geneva Center in Rochester, Indiana.  
Registration due August 1.

DISGRACE, Seeking God’s grace amid the disgrace of racism, Montreat Center (Montreat.org), October 10-13, 2016

The use of Narcan across Indiana is saving many lives.  
Acknowledging that those we love or know may not be 
ready to seek treatment for drug abuse, administering 
Narcan at the time of an overdose gives the user another 
opportunity to choose a healthy life.  The concerned, 
prayerful families who gather at White Lick Presbyterian 
Church in Avon for support have suffered the deaths of 
two more addicts this year in situations where Narcan 
wasn’t available.  (See article in October 2015 Reach Out 
for information about the support group.)  At this time 
anyone can purchase Narcan at a CVS or Walgreens. NO 
prescription needed. It is expected that as of July 1 all 
pharmacies in the state of Indiana will carry  Narcan. 
Narcan is saving lives.  You or your congregation can reach 
out to your police and sheriff ’s departments to see if they 
are carrying Narcan in your county. MISSION YEARBOOK OF PRAYER

Our daily opportunity to open our souls to the needs and 
gifts of God’s wide world is in a new form this year.  If 
you’ve not used this online, colorful, current resource, 
please follow this link to having your eyes and faith 
opened wide: Mission Yearbook of Prayer Online

AS YOU DREAM AND PLAN 
Several funds are available to congregations pursuing 
new expressions of mission.  Share the possibilities with 
the session of your church by linking to the presbytery’s 
website.   One of our congregations is receiving a mission 
initiative grant for the purpose of assisting the hearing 
impaired in worship.  Another received a peacemaking 
grant to strengthen its ministry with a refugee family.  
Explore a new experiment in ministry and mission 
by using a Dream the Dream grant.  Consider how 
these funds can free you to express your faith in your 
community.  LINK TO WVP MISSION FORMS

SOME GOOD NEWS IN HEROIN 
OVERDOSE TREATMENT

ART AND MUSIC, 
CHILDREN AND ADULTS!

The children of Nueva 
Creacion and the 
neighborhood around 
John Knox are hungry 
for more art!  To 
feed their souls, free 
their expressions and 
delight their eyes, 

Pastor Hector Hernandez is planning another series 
of after school art workshops.  Doesn’t that sound 
fun!!  Worship is lively, 
preaching is good, 
prayers are deep and 
rich at Nueva each 
Sunday afternoon.  
Pastor Hector longs 
for the adults who 

gather to 
greatly enjoy creating and 
leading music and song for 
the congregation.  If you are 
intrigued by either of these 
program possibilities, please 
contact Peggy McDonald as 
plans are made for the Fall. 
Your good, used percussion 
instruments, keyboards and 
guitars are needed!
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