
Reach Out!

See, I am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it?  I am making a way 
in the wilderness and streams in 
the wasteland.”     
          (Isaiah 43:19 NIV)  

Whitewater Presbytery meetings 
are not just about business.
At the August presbytery meeting 
we will celebrate Being the Kin-
dom with workshops on local 
and global mission.  Everyone is 
invited to this meeting on Saturday, 
August 8th at First Presbyterian 
Church in Muncie.  
Our featured speaker and preacher is 
Rev. Jo Ella Holman, regional liaison 
for the Caribbean, PCUSA and our 
support and guide in building a 
relationship with 11 churches in the 
Dominican Republic.

Presbytery meetings are not just for 
commissioners.  Be sure to read the 
details in the First Post Papers and 

register for breakout sessions when 
you register for presbytery meeting.
Rev. Gray Marshall, Hope United 
PC in Plainfield, has taken the 
lead in planning worship for 

presbytery meetings this year.  
Gray’s creativity has resulted in 
liturgy with accompanying videos, 
action and interaction, and upbeat 
contemporary Christian music.  
Keeping with the theme for the 

August meeting, music will have 
an international flair with much 
singing and not much reading.  
These meetings are your 
opportunity to worship, serve, 
and grow in the larger church. 
Jesus challenges us: Come and 
See; Go and Make Disciples; Feed 
My Sheep.  Become part of a new 

thing!

  --Ginny Sheets, Moderator, Whitewater Valley Presbytery

PRESBYTERY DOES NEW THING
WHAT’S NEXT?

PYOCA Camps
July 9 and after.  
www.pyoca.org

BIG TENT 
National Mission Conference
July 27-31
http://www.presbyterianmission.
org/ministries/big-tent/
WVP Meeting
Joining the Kin-Dom! 
Saturday, August 8
Muncie

The Art of Flourishing 
Congregations
October 1
Offered by the Center for 
Congregations
https://centerforcongregations.
org/workshop/art-flourishing-
congregation-five-practices-
promote-positive-change 

Teen Conference
October 16-18
PYOCA
www.pyoca.org
Wee Kirk Conference
October 19-21
Montreat Conference Center, NC
http://www.montreat.org/
event/2015-wee-kirk-conference/

WVP Meeting
Wednesday, November 4
Christian Theological Seminary, 
Indianapolis

2016
Start planning now for the National 
Youth Triennium, July 19-23
Purdue University 
http://www.pcusa.org/events/30029/
presbyterian-youth-triennium/

July 2015

PRAYERS Please pray for all who follow Christ in mission and service in 
lands new to them this summer. 
Give thanks to God for the birth of Anna Charlotte Downey to parents 
Matthew and Amy Downey of First Pres., Boggstown.
REACH OUT is the e-newsletter of Whitewater Valley Presbytery.  For 
more news and information, visit our website:  www.whitewatervalley.org   
To suggest stories or send photos, contact Peggy McDonald at
pmcdonald@whitewatervalley.org
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YOUTH CARAVAN is the name of Orchard Park 
Presbyterian Church’s annual youth mission trip.  This 
summer they worked with NAILS, a program of the 
Cumberland Neighborhood Housing Services, Inc. in 

Maryland. 
The Youth Committee searches for 
possible Caravan locations always 
starting with organizations listed on 
the PDA site.  NAILS is listed on the 
PDA website as a Volunteer Work 
Team Site. 
Every year the youth learn about their 
faith, the people they serve alongside 
and about 
the call to 
care for their 
neighbors.  
Each evening 
the youth lead 
devotions and 
share stories 
about each of 

their worksites that day.  On 
Thursday evening youth have 
"Faith Sharing" when they  
share their struggles, joys and 
the ways their faith has grown 
throughout the year.  It is a 
very powerful experience! 
The Orchard Park 
congregation supports 
Caravan in many ways. Youth 
lead a worship service in the 
fall sharing about their Caravan experience.  Also, on a 
Sunday soon after the trip, the youth shared about their 
experiences in smaller groups during intergenerational 

Sunday school 
time.  So many 
church members 
always show up for 
these events and 
love hearing stories about the trip!  The youth minister, 
Jenni Crowley Cartee, believes this is one of the most 
important ways that churches support youth in mission 
(as well as in other types of faith growth)--by being in 
relationship and conversation with them as partners in 
the faith journey! 

Mission Trip to NAILS “Caravan is meaningful to me 
because it is a time when I feel 
close to God because of the help 
we’re giving people.  It also is a 
time when I feel closest to the 
youth group at OPPC.”   

~Ethan H. 

 “On Caravan 
everyone took 
part in working 
in the Lord's 
name. It really 
showed us, and 
the family we 
served, every-
thing that we 
can accomplish 
with God.  We 
are many parts 
of the one body 
of Christ!” 

~Emily K.

“I felt how strongly God worked through all of us while on Caravan, so we worked our hardest every day to 
help the people in need.  I am so excited to go on Caravan again this year!  I can’t wait to make new memories 
and help my faith grow even stronger.”                                                                                                              ~Annie H.

Orchard Park Presbyterian Church Youth



You’ve heard of a ‘staycation’, vacation when you stay at home instead of traveling?  The youth of First Meridian 
Heights Presbyterian Church took a Mission ‘Stay’ instead of trip this year.  Partnering with the Independence 
Academy, the school for high-functioning autistic teens housed in our church, the teens decided to work in their 
own backyard, improving the community garden which 
serves the neighborhood food pantry.  As you can see 
from the photos, youth worked side by side with adults, 
learning to use power tools to build a compost bin of 
old pallets and a palatial tool shed to hold garden tools.   
Everyone also got the chance to paint a youth room wall 
with chalkboard paint and create a chalk mural centered 
on Michelangelo’s painting of God’s hand giving life to 
Adam. 
Grounded in the passage from I Corinthians that 
describes the church as the Body of Christ the youth 
shared in worship the following Sunday that:

“God made everybody to be special. God wants us 
to cooperate and work in harmony with each other.” 
And “God doesn’t play favorites. God wants us to 
remember we have an important part in God’s work in this world. Every time even 1 person shares their gift 
or does something good, it can start a chain of events of good, like the “pay if forward” movement.”

Wondering what Paul’s expectation that the Corinthians would get along better, the youth preached that 

“There are lots of examples of people not working together or getting along in our world today. Some are 
really bad, like the shooting in the church in South Carolina that killed 9 people this week. Bad things are 
always going to happen. Our role as Christians is to help to bring comfort and healing.”
“There is a lot of conflict around the world, especially in the Middle East. If we come to see that we are all 

one people, we can work in harmony.”
“The Golden Rule says it best: treat others 
the way you want to be treated.” 
“Not everybody gives back to the 
community. There is bullying in schools, 
workplaces and even in places like the 
government. Some people are treated as 
less important than others because of 
the color of their skin, how little money 
they have, their ability, or lots of others 
reasons…..God wants us to live peacefully 
and connected as a community. We all 
have different strengths, but we are all 
equal. It’s possible to live all by yourself 
without relying on others, but it’s a whole 
lot harder. God doesn’t want life to be hard 
in that way.”

First Meridian Heights Presbyterian Church Youth

A MISSION ‘STAY’



United Faith Presbyterian Church, Fort Wayne, found just the outlet for their desire to 
extend the reach of their in-house thrift shop.  On June 27 the neighborhood scheduled its 
premier Antique and Flea Market Street Fair on the street out front of the church building.  A 
rainstorm disturbed the plans.  Before set up could begin, worshipers had to clear the fallen 
tree that blocked the road.  Rain throughout the day kept many shoppers home, but a few 

of those who attended 
stopped at the church’s 
protective tent to be prayed 
for or leave prayer requests.  
Throughout the following 
week, members of United 
Faith prayed personally 
for those particular guests.  
They also pray for a 
growing relationship with 
those visitors, rain or shine!

STORM FREES UP TIME FOR PRAYER MINISTRY

The Wee Kirk conference in northern Indiana this October 
may be just the refreshment you need!  Leaders and pastors of 
smaller churches gather for 2+ days of worship and learning.  
Shannon Burford, pastor of two churches near Springhill 
says it was awesome for him.  “The seminars were varied and 
interesting and the opportunity to worship in that setting several 
times over 2 days was extremely refreshing and uplifting.” 
“Sometimes in the day to day living we get so bogged down and 
busy with “doing” that we forget to “Be still”.   I found this time 
at Wee Kirk a time to “listen” and “reflect”.   No need to hurry 
to the hospital or nursing home to visit someone.   No need to 
work on the bulletin or sermon.  Just reflect on scripture, enjoy 
the worship services, rejoice in the music, gain knowledge 
from the workshops offered,” Donna Studevant, Commissioned 
Ruling Elder serving Westminster, shared enthusiastically.  
The regional Wee Kirk event is sponsored by Presbyterians for 
Renewal and supported by the Synod of Lincoln Trails.  Find the 
link to more information in the What’s Next column on the first 
page.

WEE KIRK CONFERENCE 
COMING IN OCTOBER


