
Reach Out!
WHAT’S NEXT?

NATIONAL YOUTH TRIENNIUM 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE, 
February 20, 2016

PRESBYTERY MEETING,  
February 20, 2016 
Tabernacle Presbyterian Church, 
Indianapolis

KENYA CARNIVAL, Second 
Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, 
February 27

PRESBYTERY-WIDE DAY OF 
CARING LEADER TRAINING,  
March 5, 2016,    
New Hope Presbyterian Church, 
Fishers

FIRST MONTHLY PRESBY DAY, 
March 10, 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., 
Irvington Presbyterian Church

SACRED MUSIC SYMPOSIUM,  
Tabernacle Presbyterian Church, 
April 27-29, 2016, LINK

NATIONAL YOUTH TRIENNIUM,  
July 19-23, Purdue University,  
West Lafayette, IN, LINK

PRESBYTERY-WIDE DAY 
OF CARING EVENT,  
September 18, 2016

January 2016www.whitewatervalley.org

RESPECT:  We all want respect—for ourselves.  We are taught 
to respect those in authority: parents, grandparents, teachers, 
policemen.  We respect those who have more power than we do: 
the boss, the president, the gang leader.  In our society respect is 
very hierarchical: those who have power and authority tend to be 
respected.  Those at the bottom of the pecking order frequently get 
minimal respect or no respect at all as reflected in such actions as 
bullying.  
We do the same thing on mission projects to the neighboring 
inner city or in foreign countries.  We go build something, fix 
something, teach VBS or do something for them…and we feel 
good as we gain respect.
During 2015, the Hispanic Ministries Leadership Team read 
the book Called as Partners in Christ’s Service, the Practice of 
God’s Mission by Sherron Kay George. Ms. George was a mission 
co-worker and teacher in Brazil, associate professor at Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and respected consultant 
on worldwide mission.  The book was recommended by Jo Ella 
Holman, liaison for the Caribbean, PCUSA and is recommended 
reading for all church mission teams.  The book was also read (in 
Spanish) by our partner pastors in Iglesia Evangelica Dominica in 
the Dominican Republic with the opportunity for discussion via 
Facebook!
Giving readers the tools to adopt three missional attitudes is the 
author’s goal. Respect is addressed first. “Respect for the dignity 
of every human being as a person created in God’s image… God 
creates people to act responsibly, not to be acted upon.  As God’s 
human creatures we are all subjects (in God’s kingdom) in our 

RESPECT:
TURNING POWER INTO POWERFUL 

by  Ginny Sheets

continued on page 4

Day of Caring is 
a 4 hour service 
outreach blitz by 
your congregation 
for the strengthening 
of your community 
on Sunday morning, 
September 18.
Training is offered 
Saturday, March 5, 10:00- 12:30 at New Hope Presbyterian Church in Fishers.  Planners will learn the nuts 
and bolts, brainstorm and establish immediate goals for your church.  Please send 2-5 interested leaders to the 
one-time training.  Registration is available now at https://day-of-caring-training-2016.eventbrite.com.

http://tabpres.org/sacredmusic/
http://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/
https://day-of-caring-training-2016.eventbrite.com


We have grown accustomed to having information about the 
world at our fingertips.  For the first time, the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency, PCUSA is publishing the annual prayer book 
online.  Each day a different mission story, list of leaders to 
hold in prayer and daily prayer are available on the PC (USA) 
website.  Those who are accustomed to having a book to open 
each day will be challenged as at the same time our members 
who might not pick up a book or spend much of their day at 
a computer, will be blessed with knowledge and inspiration 
through others’ faithful acts every day.  Encourage its use 
among your friends and colleagues!

Bethesda Presbyterian Church, Cancun, 
Mexico, December 2015, the Glory of the 
Lord shined brighter than the weather!   For 
more than 10 years, the Hispanic Ministries 
Leadership Team of our presbytery has 
partnered with churches in Northern 
Quintana Roo (a state in Mexico) to develop 
seeds of faith and nurture growth.  When 
leadership development was needed, the 
first pastor’s retreat took place five years ago 
and eventually the women started to attend 
with their husbands.  Lately, the men felt 
like the women needed something to call 
their own.  Renovada (a study developed 
by Revive and Restore Ministries) was a 3 
day retreat offered to the women of those 
churches this past December.  Thirty-two 
participants made significant efforts to 
participate, arranging care for their children, 
making a two-three hour trip without their 
families and spending two nights away from 

home.  They brought with them a desire 
to study the Word of God deeply and their 
gifts of music and worship leadership.  In 
return, three women from Indiana led the 
study.  Retreatants are now equipped to lead 
this study with other ladies in their home 
churches and have requested further training 
as soon as possible.  This trip could not have 
been possible without Our Heavenly Father 
and all the prayer support from numerous 
groups and churches.  Please pray for further 
growth in our relationships and learning 
with these women and families.
(Submitted by Lauren Rush who joined 
the leadership team of women from our 
presbytery for the first time.)

Presby Day will take place every 2nd Thursday. It will include 
devotions, familiar hymns, trivia, food, humor and always 
something new!!
Presby Day will be an exciting time to come out and fellowship 
with friends. Everyone is invited whether you’re a Presbyterian 
or not! Invite your friends and neighbors.  The day will consist 
of devotion led by the host pastor, singing, resource sharing and 
an exciting guest presenter each month. 
Our Host for the first Presby Day will be Rev. Robert Heimach, 
Pastor of Irvington Presbyterian Church.  Special guest Rev. 
William Hayworth, Executive Director of Smock Senior 
Ministry, Ft. Wayne, IN. Special presenter Jan Schreibman, 
Music Therapist. Resources provided by the Indianapolis-
Marion Co. Public Library. You might be surprised to hear what 
all they offer!
Please mark your calendar!

LOCATION:
Irvington Presbyterian Church
55 Johnson Ave. 
Indianapolis, IN 46219                         
DATE: Thursday, March 10, 2016
TIME: 10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M
Lunch cost: $5 per person     
Please contact Irvington Presbyterian 
Church to RSVP at 317-356-7225 by 
Thursday, March 3, 2016. You may 
pay for your lunch the day of the 
event.

WHAT IS PRESBY DAY YOU ASK? RENOVADA
by Lauren Rush

MISSION YEARBOOK OF PRAYER 
AVAILABLE ONLINE, EVERY DAY

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/yearbook/


WHAT YOU’LL DO ON YOUR SUMMER VACATION

An interfaith team of middle and high school students 
from Muslim, Jewish, Hindu and Christian congregations 
invite you to attend the ANNUAL KENYA CARNIVAL 
on Saturday, February 27.  All proceeds from the carnival 
provide Kenyan students the opportunity to attend high 
school.
Kenya Carnival is a program of Global Interfaith 
Partnership, which joins congregations here and in western 
Kenya to meet the needs of orphaned and vulnerable 
children in Chulaimbo, Kenya. GIP focuses on education 
and addressing the obstacles that prevent students 
from attending school. More information is available at 
globalinterfaithpartnership.org.
This year’s goal is $35,000 to pay for a year of school for 
100 students. 

Have you made all your plans yet?  Ghost Ranch is a 
fascinating, unique destination for a single person or 
an extended family.  Located north of Albuquerque 
and Santa Fe, it is a Presbyterian Education and 
Retreat Center of the PCUSA.  It was home to Georgia 
O’Keefe when she painted the mesa, Pedernal, and her 
famous cow skulls and is still 
home to hundreds of fossilized 
Coelophysis (birds) who resided 
there 220 million years ago.  
Ghost Ranch offers simple 
housing, generous meals 
and unlimited time outside 
within the canyons and on the 
mountainsides throughout 
the property.  Courses offered 

to adults focus on art, 
culture, history and 
outdoor activities and 
children’s programs are 
offered to coincide.  It 
seems like a flexible spirit 
and relaxed attitude are 
key to enjoying a week-

long stay as all the particulars of 
a course schedule aren’t known 
before you arrive and may even 
evolve as the week unfolds.  
Children from the Midwest are 
often startled and ultimately 

delighted by 
the setting.  
Families 
that enjoy 
learning 
outdoors 
together 
and adults 
who need 
a combination of structure and 

freedom to their days will find the long trip west 
rewarded with fresh perspective on faith and culture, 
learning with uniquely talented faculty in the high 
desert.

ANNUAL KENYA CARNIVAL

https://www.ghostranch.org/


JOIN IN PRAYER FOR: 
The Sessions of First Presbyterian Church, 
Columbus, and Irvington Presbyterian 
Church as they prepare to jointly receive a 
Syrian refugee family.  Hold Exodus Refugee 
Resettlement and Catholic Charities in your 
prayers, as well, as they advocate to welcome 
Syrians in our midst.

The mission team of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Muncie as they prepare to visit 
their partners in the Dominican Republic 
March 6-12

Musicians who gather in Santo Domingo, DR 
for the second music clinic, April 1 and 2

All who plan short term mission travel for 
Spring Break.

John Paulson, Commissioned Ruling Elder 
who has served the First Presbyterian Church, 
Greenfield and is serving as Parish Associate 
at Faith in Indianapolis, as he regains health.

shared history, community, and world.”  In mission, affluent Americans tend to view the less fortunate as objects 
to be converted, fixed, or changed.  That is God’s work.
George suggests we take these steps in showing mutual respect:

1. See, recognize, acknowledge, and turn to the other. Understand that 
initial encounters may be different in different cultures.  We take for 
granted that when we make eye contact, shake hands or give hugs our 
style is universally accepted.

2. Make others feel they are human beings worthy of dignity and respect. 
Take seriously the contributions (spiritual gifts) of those we are engaging 
in mutual service. “It is vital to prepare oneself to receive respect from 
others, as they see fit to show it.”

3. Try to identify and be part of the agenda of others. Take care not to 
impose a political or ethical agenda on others.  Understand the impact 
you may have on other’s time and energy.  How would you feel if 
suddenly 20 persons speaking a different language descended for a week 
on your church?!

George quotes a partner in mission, Rev. Gloria Roja, president of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile:  “Let’s keep working at partnership,” 
she urged, “and get beyond money as the main issue.  What we most need is 
recognition of our full dignity.  Don’t bring us your initiatives; come alongside us 
and join us in completing our initiatives.”  If we follow these simple suggestions 
we can turn respect from an attitude of power into a powerful mission tool.

Ginny Sheets, former moderator of our presbytery and ruling elder from Whitelick Presbyterian Church will write 
again in the next newsletter on the attitude of Compassion.

RESPECT (from page 1)

www.pyoca.org

www.genevacenter.org/summer-camp/

Summer camp registration is 
now open at these Presbyterian 

Camps!

http://www.genevacenter.org/summer-camp/
http://www.pyoca.org
http://www.genevacenter.org/summer-camp/

