
Lift Every Voice – A Journey Toward Hope 

Saturday, February 8, 2020 

First Presbyterian Church, Anderson 

Registration begins 9:00 a.m. 

New Commissioner Orientation 9:15 a.m. 

Meeting Called to Order 10:00 a.m. 

Please submit requests for new business in writing to the Stated Clerk by 11:30 a.m. 

 

10:00 a.m.  LIFT EVERY VOICE – A JOURNEY TOWARD HOPE 

COMING TOGETHER IN COMMUNITY FOR WORK AND WORSHIP 

*Please stand as you are able 

CONVENE AND CALL TO ORDER  Rev. Gretchen Schneider, WVP Moderator 

WELCOME     Rev. Kevin Bausman, First Presbyterian, Anderson 

ACTION:  SEATING OF CORRESPONDING MEMBERS 

      Rev. Alan Thames, Executive Presbyter 

ESTABLISHMENT OF ROLL AND QUORUM 

ACTION:  DOCKET AND CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW RULING ELDER COMMISSIONERS 

      Rev. Alan Thames, Executive Presbyter  

INTRODUCTION OF NEW AND TRANSITIONING TEACHING ELDERS 

      Rev. Daren Hofmann, COM Moderator 

STATED CLERK’S REPORT  CRE Kristy Quinn, Stated Clerk 

 

10:30 a.m. GATHERING IN WORSHIP 

Call to Worship (from South Africa) 

Leader:  It is not true that this world and its inhabitants are doomed to die and be lost; 

People:  This is true: for God so loved the world that God gave His only Son so that everyone who 
believes in him shall not die, but have everlasting life. 



Leader:  It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger and poverty, death 
and destruction; 

People:  This is true:  I have come that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

Leader:  It is not true that violence and hatred shall have the last word, and that war and destruction 
have come to stay forever; 

People:  This is true: for to us a child is born, to us a son is given, in whom authority will rest, and 
whose name will be Prince of Peace. 

Leader:  It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil that seek to rule the world;  

People:  This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, and lo, I am with you always, 
to the end of the world. 

Leader:  It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted, who are the prophets 
of the church, before we can do anything;  

People:  This is true:  I will pour out my Spirit on all people, and your sons and daughters shall 
prophesy, your young people shall see visions and your old folks shall dream dreams. 

Leader:  It is not true that our dreams of liberation of humankind, our dreams of justice, of human 
dignity, of peace, are not meant for this earth and its history; 

People:  This is true: The hour comes and it is now, that true worshipers shall worship God in Spirit 
and in truth. 

*Hymn 379    “We Shall Overcome” 

*Responsive Prayer of Confession 

Leader:  Our Confession of 1967 tells us that congregations, individuals or groups of Christians who 
exclude, dominate or patronize others, however subtly, resist the Spirit of God and bring contempt 
on the faith which we profess.  We confess today that we violate the image of God in others and 
ourselves, when we exclude others, however subtly or unintentionally, based on race and gender. 

 People:  God of Mercy, Hear our Prayer. 

Leader:  In our Brief Statement of Faith, we read that in your sovereign love, You created the world 
good and made everyone equally in your image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as 
one community.  We confess today that we fail to celebrate, uphold or defend this, so that justice 
may roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

 People:  God of Mercy, Hear our Prayer. 

Leader:  With the Belhar Confession, we affirm that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest 
in the church as a community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another.  That unity is a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ; we confess today that 
we have not earnestly pursued unity among all nations and tribes. 

 People:  God of Mercy, Hear our Prayer. 



Unison:  For historical acts of injustice and oppression that have been perpetrated against 
communities of color, for failing to recognize and take action against racism, in ourselves, in our 
church, and in our society, we ask for your forgiveness.  We believe in one holy, universal Christian 
Church, the communion of saints called from the entire human family.  Empower us to live in that 
truth.  In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen. 

*Words of Assurance 

 Leader:  Our God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

Unison:  God is good to all, and has compassion for all. 

Old Testament Reading    Exodus 20:1-21 

New Testament Reading    John 8:31-33 

Sermon  The Long and Winding Road to Truth  Rev. Alan Thames 

The Offering 

Today’s offering goes to support the One Great Hour of Sharing, one of the 4 Special 
Offerings of our denomination.  The three programs supported by One Great Hour of 
Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-
Development of People - all work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in 
need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community development, their work fits 
together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope. 

Unison Prayer of Dedication 

 Gracious God, in our offering we return to you a portion of the blessings you have 
showered upon us.  Bless these gifts, that they might bring comfort, food and shelter to those who 
need it.  Bless those who will receive them.  Let them know your love through full bellies, warm 
clothing and safe places to sleep.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Celebrating the Lord’s Supper     Rev. Kevin Bausman 

*Communion Hymn 769  “For Everyone Born” 

*Hymn 853   “We Are Marching in the Light of God” 

 

GATHERING TO ENGAGE OUR WITNESS IN THE WORLD 

Hispanic Ministry Lead Team    Ms. Lisa Crismore, CRE 

Blessing of the Dorcas Baskets for the Dominican Republic 

 

Justice Awareness Reflections on Infant Mortality          Ms. Paula Means, Justice Advocates 

A Litany of Call 



Leader:  God has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you but to do 
justice, and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?  What is our call, as individuals? 

People:  We are called to welcome the stranger, to feed the hungry, to protect the helpless, to 
share our wealth, to do justice, to love kindness, to create joy, and to live in loving 
relationships with our God. 

Leader:  What is our call, as churches? 

People:  We are called to nourish the hungry, to shelter the homeless, to cherish community, 
to live in hope, to seek unity, to right wrongs, to fight injustice, to carry God’s love into the 
world and to live in loving relationship with one another. 

Leader:  What is our call, as a presbytery? 

People:  We are called to choose hope in the face of fear, to speak out against injustice, to 
nurture community among our churches, to foster unity in diversity, and to live in loving 
relationship with all of creation. 

An Invitation to Hear the Context of the Mission and Ministry of First Presbyterian Church, 
Anderson        Rev. Kevin Bausman 

12:15 p.m.  LUNCH 

1:15 p.m.  RECONVENE 

GATHERING TO SHARE IN THE WORK OF THE LARGER CHURCH 

Coordinating Council     Rev. Susan Finley, Moderator 

• Election of Member of the Presbytery Committee on Representation   
ACTION:  Nomination of Rev. Ruth Moore 

• Proposal for Whitewater Valley Presbytery to become a Matthew 25 Mid-Council 
ACTION:  Commit Whitewater Valley Presbytery to become a Matthew 25 Mid-
Council in support of the Presbyterian Church (USA) initiative 

Presbytery Investment and Loan Program  Mr. Jim Rissler, President and CEO 

Commission on Ministry Report    Rev. Daren Hofmann, Moderator 

• ACTION:  To Form an Administrative Commission for the Dissolution of First 
Presbyterian Church of Greenfield 

• ACTION:  To Form of Administrative Commission for the Dissolution of Ebenezer 
Presbyterian Church of Lewisville 

• ACTION:  The COM recommends Concurrence on an Overture to General Assembly 
from Beaver-Butler Presbytery 

 



     First Presbyterian Church of Anderson was founded on September 14th, 1851 by the 

Reverend Edward Scofield and eleven other Presbyterians.  1851 was also the year the 

railroad came to town and Anderson began to flourish.  They met in the county 

courthouse until their first sanctuary was completed on Meridian Street between 10th 

and 11th.  Later it was replaced by a brick structure on the same site.  Still later, a larger 

church was built on the corner of 9th and Jackson, a block to the east of the present 

church built in 1906.  1954 saw the addition of the Education Wing and Fellowship Hall.  

In 2006, the Access for All campaign provided handicapped accessibility to most 

sections of the church building by means of an elevator and ramps. 

 

     First Church has generally had a tradition of long and strong pastorates.  Edward 

Scofield was minister from 1851-61.  B. F. Brundage was pastor from 1912-21.  Frank 

Baker saw the beginnings of the General Motors era in Anderson and served from 

1921-42.  George Taggart was present for the zenith of Anderson, General Motors, and 

the Presbyterian Church.  Under George’s direction from 1942-72, the church grew to 

close to 1800 members.  Harry Thompson and Doug Hall followed with ten year tenures 

of their own.  Pastor Rick Kimmer led from 1998 until his untimely death in 2007. Ryan 

Rasmussen was our pastor from 2010 until 2013.  Pastor Kevin Bausman has been 

here since March of 2014.  

 

     The church is blessed with a beautiful sanctuary including Tiffany windows.  The 

church also boasts beautiful music from its many bell and vocal choirs, pipe organ, and 

Steinway piano.  But, the greatest strength of First Presbyterian Church of Anderson is 

its people and their warm, welcoming spirit.   From its humble beginning to the present, 

the members of First Presbyterian Church are dedicated Christians attempting to ‘Grow 

in Christ’ daily.  They give themselves to sharing Christ in Anderson through local 

ministries and to the world through missions work.  The congregation is also seeking to 

grow. We look forward with great excitement to all that God has planned for our 

church’s future.  



Directions to First Presbyterian Church,                                                                    
230 West 9th Street, Anderson, IN 46016 

 

If you are on I-69, 
take Exit 22.   
Come North on 
Pendleton Pike 
(stay in the left 
hand lane). 
Proceed to 
Madison Ave. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Madison 
Ave, turn left 
& proceed to 
9th Street. 
At 9th Street, 
turn right & 
proceed to 
230 W 9th. 
 
The church 
is on the left 
(north), and 
the parking is 
on the right 
(south). 
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Proposal for Whitewater Valley Presbytery  to become a Matthew 25 Mid Council 
 
Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something 
to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick 
or in prison and go visit you?” The King will reply “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  Matthew 25:37-40 
 
The PC(USA) has invited all churches and mid councils within the denomination to consider joining in an initiative to 
more effectively embody the principles of Matthew 25.  Complete information and resources can be found at the 
website  https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/ 
 
From the website: 

What is a Matthew 25 church? 
Matthew 25:31–46 calls all of us to actively engage in the world around us, so our faith comes alive and we wake up to 
new possibilities. Convicted by this passage, both the 222nd and 223rd General Assemblies (2016 and 2018) exhorted 
the PC(USA) to act boldly and compassionately to serve people who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor. 

How the vision unites all Presbyterians 
By accepting the Matthew 25 invitation, you can help our denomination become a more relevant presence in the world. 
We recognize Christ’s urgent call to be a church of action, where God’s love, justice and mercy shine forth and are 
contagious. And we rejoice how our re-energized faith can unite all Presbyterians for a common and holy purpose: our 
common identity to do mission. 
 
Here is the pledge of commitment we are invited to make: 

Become a Matthew 25  Presbytery or Synod 

We do hereby commit to become a Matthew 25 mid council. We pledge to encourage 20% or more of our 
congregations to become Matthew 25 churches and embrace these areas of focus: 

• Building congregational vitality 
• Dismantling structural racism 
• Eradicating systemic poverty 

We promise to keep track of the impact of our ministry and share our stories with the PC(USA) from time to time. 

Rationale for WVP becoming a Matthew 25 mid council: 

The Matthew 25 initiative is not just a commitment to help alleviate suffering, but a pledge to work to change the 
systems and structures that create that suffering.  We believe that we are called in the name of love not only to serve 
immediate needs but also to consider and correct structural and systemic problems that create those needs.  We are all 
part of a society that – often unintentionally and  unconsciously – sustains systems and structures that undermine our 
avowed principles of equal opportunity for all.  Unless we become aware of and educate ourselves about such systems 
and structures, they will continue to perpetuate racism and poverty. 

There will always be people who need immediate assistance, and the church has always reached out to help through our 
various missions.  But if we limit our concern to meeting immediate needs, we are only putting bandages on deep 
wounds.  Our further goal should be to encourage and support structures and systems that make it possible for the 
greatest number of people to help themselves.  That means fair and equitable opportunities for health care, education, 
housing, employment, and all the necessities of a meaningful and productive life.   

When we join the Matthew 25 initiative, we add our voice to a national movement.  With sufficient support from 
PC(USA) mid councils, our denomination can become a powerful voice for positive change, as have other 
denominations.  What we cannot accomplish as individuals or individual churches, we can accomplish collectively. 

The Matthew  25 initiative encourages churches and mid councils to focus on building congregational vitality, 
dismantling structural racism, and eradicating systemic poverty.  Whitewater Valley Presbytery has spent the past two 
years focusing on congregational vitality; a number of churches within the presbytery have become deeply involved in 
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this effort, which will continue in the years to come.  We have also made a commitment to take a closer look at the ways 
in which racism and related poverty have affected us all; a design team is working on plans toward that end.   

We believe that the role of our presbytery is to educate, encourage, and support the churches and individuals within the 
presbytery in carrying out the work Christ calls us to do.  In the Matthew 25 initiative, we will work to provide 
information concerning the issues of racism, poverty, and church vitality and also the organizations and programs that 
are working in those areas and would welcome the participation of either individuals or churches.  Churches and 
individuals will decide whether and to what extent they feel called to participate.   

The Coordinating Council of Whitewater Valley Presbytery believes that we are called to this work and therefore 
proposes that the Presbytery commit to becoming a Matthew 25 mid council in support of the PC(USA) initiative.  This 
action involves a simple statement of intent that has two parts:  (1) to focus on building congregational vitality, 
dismantling structural racism, and eradicating systemic poverty, and (2) to encourage 20% or more of the congregations 
in the presbytery to become Matthew 25 churches with the same focus. 

Some questions you might have concerning this decision: 

Q:  If we decide to become a Matthew 25 presbytery, does that mean that all churches in the presbytery will have to 
become Matthew 25 churches? 

A:  No, that is a matter for individual churches to decide.  Not all churches have the same focus – or the same resources 
and capabilities.   

Q:  How is the Matthew 25 initiative different from what we’re already doing? 

A:  The Matthew 25 initiative calls us to look more deeply at the root causes of racism and poverty – and at church 
vitality in today’s world.   

Q:  Isn’t this just another feel-good statement? 

A:  No, it’s a call to learn and grow so that we can serve God more effectively.  Educating ourselves more deeply opens 
us to hearing more clearly God’s call to us as individuals and as churches and to responding to that call. 

Q:  Isn’t it pretty ridiculous to think that anything we do can dismantle structural racism or eradicate systemic poverty? 

A:  Nothing will change if we don’t begin.  Every movement begins with a few people who seek to accomplish a task 
beyond their ability.  Transformation is God’s work, but it requires our openness to it. 

Q:  What will be the presbytery’s role in working with churches in this initiative? 

A:  The presbytery will encourage individual churches to decide to join the initiative.  We will support them in their 
efforts with information and resources as best we can.  It is our hope that 20% or more of our churches will choose to 
join the initiative;  20% would be approximately 12 churches, and as of January 1, 2020, two churches in the presbytery 
have already made the commitment (Greenwood First and Faith). 

Q:  If we become a Matthew 25 presbytery, will the presbytery’s programs and resources be affected? 

A:  Yes, in that the focus on congregational vitality will continue while there will be an increased focus on structural 
racism and systemic poverty.  In other regards, the function of the presbytery will not change. 

Q:  How will this commitment of focus be embodied? 

A:  First of all, our involvement will help support PC(USA)’s effort to be a more active and relevant voice for Christ’s call 
in the world.  Within the presbytery, we will undertake an ongoing mission of awareness and education, striving to help 
individuals and congregations find effective ways to answer the call of God in these areas.  

The most monumental achievements in our history have come when people stood up and rallied us behind a larger 
moral mission.  When we channel our common pain into common purpose, a nation divided will be united again.   
Cory Booker 

 

A brochure from PC(USA) is attached. 
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THE   PRESBYTERY   OF   BEAVER-BUTLER 
P.O. Box 279   * 134B South Main Street  *  Zelienople, Pennsylvania 16063-0279 
724-452-7515(P)*www.beaverbutler.org*office@beaverbutler.org*724-452-7522(F) 

 
 

 

September 25, 2019 

 

Greetings, 

Attached you will find an Overture and supporting information approved by the Presbytery of 

Beaver-Butler for General Assembly consideration.  

We ask that you would consider concurring with this recommendation of the Beaver-Butler 

Presbytery. 

Thank you for your time. 

 

Sincerely, 

David Byers 
Stated Clerk 
Beaver-Butler Presbytery 
 

mailto:office@beaverbutler.org






On establishing the authority of Presbyteries to define severance 
plans for installed ministers 

 
The Presbytery of Beaver-Butler overtures the 224rd General Assembly 
(2020) to direct the Stated Clerk to send the following proposed 
amendment to the presbyteries for their affirmative or negative votes: 
 
Shall G-3.0303(c) be amended as follows: [Text to be added is shown as 
italic.] 
G-3.0303   Relations with Sessions 

c.  establishing minimum compensation standards including 
provisions for severance payments for pastoral calls and Certified 
Christian Educators and Certified Associate Christian Educators 
within the presbytery. 

 

Rationale for Overture from Beaver/Butler Presbytery  8/27/19 

In 1993 the General Assembly Permanent Judicial Commission 
ruled in the case Saurbaugh v. the Presbytery of Great Rivers that 
“The Book of Order does not give the presbyteries power to 
require congregations to pay compensation upon dissolution of 
pastoral relationships.”  (Remedial Case 206-13,11.094 attached) 

In subsequent years the church has maintained that while a 
presbytery can have guidelines and policies concerning 
severance for ministers at the dissolution of a pastorate, the 
presbytery has no authority to enforce those policies. 

This overture seeks to remedy that omission in the Book of 
Order by making explicit the authority of presbyteries to create 
and enforce severance policies by linking that authority to the 
power to set minimum wages and approve calls. 

The overture does not attempt to set a national severance policy, 
but to clarify the presbytery’s relationship to both the session and 
the minister during times of transition. 
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