
Reach Out!

WHAT’S NEXT?
PRESBYTERY MEETING,  
February 20, 2016 
Tabernacle Presbyterian Church, 
Indianapolis

PRESBYTERY-WIDE DAY OF 
CARING LEADER TRAINING,  
March 5, 2016,    
New Hope Presbyterian Church, 
Fishers

SACRED MUSIC SYMPOSIUM,  
Tabernacle Presbyterian Church, 
April 27-29, 2016, LINK

NATIONAL YOUTH TRIENNIUM,  
July 19-23, Purdue University,  
West Lafayette, IN, LINK

PRESBYTERY-WIDE DAY 
OF CARING EVENT,  
September 18, 2016

December 2015www.whitewatervalley.org

In the late 1800s, a Sunday school started by worshippers from Tabernacle Presbyterian Church met on the Near Eastside 
of Indianapolis, what was then a suburban area.  Those believers built Westminster Presbyterian Church and worship on 
the near eastside of the city to this day.  Westminster Neighborhood Ministries (WNS) grew out of the mission of that 
congregation, instituted now as a non-profit organization that serves the neighborhood of 11,000+ in more than eight 
distinct ways.  Forty-two percent of the neighborhood’s families have income below the poverty level compared to 15% in 
Indianapolis and 11.6% in the nation.  
WNS partners with many organizations, including Warren Township Public Schools which offers a GED program at the 

new WNS building located on east New York Street.  Genneserat Free Clinics provides 
a weekly health clinic.  Pogue’s Run Grocer and Purdue extension are among those who 
have offered classes.  Financial counseling is available through neighboring John H. Boner 
Community Center.
A food pantry is open twice weekly, stocked primarily with purchases made from Gleaners 
Food Bank and free food and toiletry items from Midwest Food bank.  USDA items are 
provided free by Gleaners, and the shelves are supplemented with contributions from area 
congregations.   The approximately 500 families served monthly are also invited to enjoy a 
bowl of hot soup when they visit.  Pantry guests benefited from its long relationship with 
Kroger this past month, receiving 125 

turkeys from Butterball and 250 boxes of stuffing from Kroger. 
Fourteen of our congregations or Presbyterian Women groups give volunteer 
or financial support and Whitewater Valley Presbytery supports the ministry 
out of our shared mission gifts, budgeted to equal $36,000 this year.
Volunteer of the Year, 2015, James 
Runnels, worships at Fairview PC,  is a 
‘regular’ in the food pantry and clothes 
closet.  Others volunteer as instructors 
and mentors with children, providing 
general office support and even building 
and grounds clean up, as well as offering 
expertise as instructors to adults 
building professional skills.  
Where is Westminster, again?  The Near 
Eastside includes the area between 10th street and Southeastern Avenue to 
the south, between Rural Street and the 70/65 interstates to the east.  By the 
end of 2015, WNS will have nearly tripled the number of points of service in 
2013 and 2014 from a total of 8,000 to nearly 19,000.
In the Westminster church building at State and Sturm, children make joyful 
noise Monday – Friday. Their stories will wait for another time.  Please 
pray for Westminster neighbors as the cold months descend causing living 
expenses to rise.

WHAT OR WHO IS WESTMINSTER, INDIANAPOLIS??

“It’s Christmas again, dear God!  It started when you showed your love for the world in a 
special way, though a newborn child, helpless, poor and threatened by political intrigue. Never 
mind what we’ve done to the day since then—it is still his day!  His wisdom still brings newness 
of life.  His faithful love, even at the cost of his own life, still changes hearts and stirs the world.  
It’s Christmas again, dear God. Thank you!” (from a prayer by Walter C. Sutton)

A prayer for the presbytery this Advent season from our Executive Presbyter, 
Alan Thames.  Thank you for your faithful witness.

http://tabpres.org/sacredmusic/
http://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/


On June 22, 2007 the U.S. Senate named January 11 a day of awareness 
and action for the 20-30 million people globally who are in the bonds of 
modern day slavery:  human trafficking.  UNICEF believes 2 million are 
children as young as seven. The U.S. President has historically declared 
January to be Human trafficking Awareness Month.  Victims are found in 
cities, suburbs, and rural areas in all 50 states, Washington, D.C. and 170 
other countries.  In the U.S., undocumented immigrants, runaway and 
homeless youth, victims of trauma and abuse, refugees and individuals 
fleeing conflict, and oppressed, marginalized and impoverished groups are 
the most vulnerable.
To become aware of what to look for in a trafficked person and how to 
respond, explore these resources: 
www.purchased.org; www.polarisproject.org; www.sharedhope.org; www.
ewcarestoringhope.org. Presbyterian Church, USA resources are also 
available at: http://www.pcusa.org/browse/resources-
resource/topic/human-trafficking/  
For more information or to schedule an awareness 
symposium, contact Nadine Hill, 317-644-1124, 
hillgrove@outlook.com.  

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS DAY
JANUARY 11

The first Sunday in October, Worldwide Communion, 
calls us to reach out to our world, so the Old National 
Road Presbyterian Parish (Bethel of Knightstown, 
First of Lewisville, and Ebenezer Church of Lewisville) 
claimed a new emphasis in their ministry, a Month 
of Mission, when the three worshipped together each 
week, rotating through the churches. A pitch-in dinner 
followed worship each Sunday, but the highlight was a 
mission speaker during worship who had a particular 
passion for, and experience in, the mission of Jesus 
Christ in our world.  
October 4 at Knightstown, the speaker was DeAmon 
Harges, the Designated Visitor from Broadway 
Methodist Church in Indianapolis, where the church 
people connected and developed relationships with 
their neighbors by joining folks in the neighborhood 
who had similar interests. They then invited church 
members out to them, to have dinner and develop 
friendships.  Do you see that this turns church 
ministry inside out?
October 11 the worship speaker was Rev. Dan 
McNerney, Vice President of the Presbyterian Frontier 
Fellowship, which brings Jesus Christ to people around 
the globe.  They build up a wonderfully successful 
ministry in the Muslim world.  He told us about 

the Presbyterian Church 
in Egypt – Presbyterian 
Church in Egypt??  Yup.  
His own church in Chicago 
connected with members 
of a mosque for honest 
conversation over a devoted 
period of time, thus allaying 
fears of Christians for 
Muslims and vice versa!
October 18 the Parish 
heard Rev. Sarah Linn and Ms. Sandra Crane from 
the Orchard Lake Community Church, near Detroit.  
Sandra Crane spoke of the Crane Centre, which she 
founded in Uganda to educate especially women, but 
men, also. The Centre helps them finish High School 
and further continue their education in a vocational 
course in many areas of the hospitality industry for 
which there are open jobs in Uganda. The women lift 
themselves out of dependency and domestic violence 
to become independent and personally confident.  Ms. 
Crane is generous, having felt and acted on God’s call 
to initiate this ministry.
October 25, the Rev. Peggy McDonald, the Mission 
Connector for Whitewater Valley Presbytery, was our 

special guest.  She preached on 
Jesus and the Syrophoenician 
woman (“Yes, Lord, but even 
the dogs under the table eat 
the children’s crumbs.”)  Peggy 
facilitated the dinner discussion 
of who parishioners have 
wanted to, and who they have 
advocated for and served.  We 
were encouraged to stay with our 
passion and to serve God through 
it.  
All of our speakers emphasized 
different ways to serve, and they 
each helped us see ourselves 
connected to God.  The Month 
of Mission was so successful that 
they hope it was only the First 
Annual! Isn’t that God among 
us?!

OLD NATIONAL ROAD PRESBYTERIAN PARISH 
MONTH OF MISSION

 by The Rev. Peter Zinn



Christmas is coming, which may mean time with family 
and friends.  Wouldn’t you like to talk about your travel and 
mission trip plans to see who might join you?  Our larger 
church offers many opportunities to refresh body and soul 
in a family camp setting!
Alice MacDowell, a retired pastor here in Whitewater Valley 
invites you to experience her favorite summer camp, The 
Covenant Gathering.  Not to be confused with Covenant 
Network, the Covenant Gathering takes place July 3-8 
this coming summer at Michindoh Conference center, 
very near the intersection of Ohio, Michigan and Indiana 
borders.  The theme for next summer’s gathering is “One 
in the Spirit”.  To learn more about it and discover how you 
might grow in your faith by attending, visit the website, 
www.covenantgathering.org.  The website for the conference 
center is www.michindoh.com.  
Perhaps you’d rather go west for the Synod of Lakes and 
Prairies ‘Synod School” at Storm Lake, Iowa.  Martha 
McDonald has attended three times and wrote:  “As a first 
time attendee, I did not feel awkward because there are so 
many people, newcomers do not stand out.  The class list 
is long -- so many that appeal –craft, Bible study, and fun 
classes.  The campus is beautiful, only a block from a very 
nice lake, the care and activities for children from infants 
through high school is excellent. Synod School is a great 

summer week for families and singles of all ages.  It's a week 
of total relaxation.”  
http://www.
lakesandprairies.org/
synodschool
Massanetta 
Springs Camp and 
Conference Center 
operates out of an 
historic hotel near 
Harrisonburg, VA 
in the Shenandoah 
Valley. Emma Moore 
has worked there as a 
counselor during the summer, now serves a year in Denver 
as a Young Adult Volunteer in the PCUSA and writes this:  

“Their biggest conference of the summer is the 
Middle School conference welcoming thousands 
of middle school students each summer when the 
middlers are led by amazing high school youth in 
small groups, workshops, keynotes and energizers! 
The camp hosts a family Bible conference during 
the late summer and their other big program is 
the year-round Mission@Massanetta, a service 
experience in the Shenandoah Valley.   What 

makes Massanetta unique is not the 
programming it offers or the awesome 
facilities it has, but the presence of God 
felt by all who enter. A welcoming faith 
community keeps me coming back for 
more.  I am my best-self at Massanetta!” 
(www.massanettasprings.org)
If you’d like to share a story or ask about 
another’s experience at a particular camp or 
conference, contact Peggy:  pmcdonald@
whitewatervalley.org

WHAT YOU’LL DO ON YOUR SUMMER VACATION

TRIENNIUM IS COMING!
JULY 19-23 AT PURDUE UNIVERSITY! 

Rising 9th graders-graduated High School Seniors are invited to this amazing 
youth conference as a part of the Whitewater Valley Presbytery delegation. We are 
hoping to take at least 36 youth! Registration forms will be coming out soon and 
note that they will be due February 20. The cost of the conference is $505, to be 
divided into 3 equal portions: presbytery, home church, and family. Some need-
based scholarship funds are available from the presbytery. We also are looking 
for adult advisors.  If you have any questions about Triennium in general or are 
interested in being an adult advisor, please be in contact with our Presbytery 
Registrar, Elinor Dale (Elinor@firstpresmuncie.org or 765-289-4431). Registration 
forms will be sent to churches by email and posted on the presbytery website.



The Alwin family from CrossRoads Presbyterian 
Church in Westfield travelled to Australia to 
bring Christ’s message through music to students 
there.  Zak Alwin wrote this upon their return to 
Indiana:

“At one school a freshman girl made a beeline 
to talk to me after our show. She had an edge, a tough attitude that revealed itself as she jumped into 
her question. “Do you think God really loves us?” As I responded, her mood softened.
Her family was constantly telling her that she “wasn’t worth anything”, but she concluded by saying 
that she was so thankful for the message that we shared. Our stories had focused how valuable each of 

those students are in Jesus’ eyes. With her eyes 
welling up, the girl concluded our conversation 
by saying “God’s lately been teaching me this 
same thing- about how valuable I am. Thanks 
for confirming that for me!”
While it was great to share the gospel message and this 
testimony with high school students, it was equally 
rewarding to be able to come alongside and encourage 
the leaders of the local ministries.

GOD’S PROVIDENCE “DOWN UNDER”  

In order to equip you to go out into 
the world and record stories of good 
news, the presbytery will loan a Go 
Pro Hero4 video camera to church 
leaders.  The camera allows you to 

film your youth and adults as God’s 
love is shared through mission and 
outreach.  The loan policy can be 

found on our website.  Please contact 
Craig Shaw (cshaw@whitewatervalley.
org) to learn more or to schedule its 

use.

GO OUT INTO THE 
WORLD WITH A 

GOPRO CAMERA!
AVAILABLE PYOCA 

RETREAT DATES:
www.pyoca.org

Don’t get the winter 
doldrums! 

Schedule a retreat at 
Camp PYOCA.  Your 
toasty cabin awaits:

Jan. 8-10
Jan. 22-24 (limited)

Feb. 5-7
Feb. 12-14

Feb. 26-28 (limited)
March:  any weekend

www.pyoca.org

