
August 4, 2018  Presbytery Assembly Proposed Docket 

 

10:00  Convene, Opening Prayer and Initial Business, including Report of Stated Clerk,  

CRE Kristy Quinn 

 

10:15  Worship 

11:00  Keynote Presentation by Rev. Ray Jones 

12:15  Lunch 

1:00  I.  Council Presentations  

1. 2019 First Read Budget – (2nd Post) 

- Ruling Elder Greg Maiers, Finance Team Chair  

2. Hope Partnerships for Missional Transformation and Whitewater Valley 

Presbytery Partnership – Rev. Liz Kaznak-Hall, Coordinating Council  

3. Personnel Committee – Ruling Elder Mike Whitfield, Personnel Team Chair 

4. Immigration Gathering Invitation  

II.  Presentation of General Assembly Commissioners  

       Rev. Caroline Dennis, Elder Phil Votaw, Elder Jill Werling,  

Rev. Shelly Wood 

 

III.  Commission on Ministry Presentations – Rev. Daren Hofmann, Moderator 

1. Honorable Retirement for Rev. Judy Fitchett and Rev. Lewis Galloway 

2. Recognition of Rod Smith as CRE for First Presbyterian Church of New 

Castle 

3. 2019 Minimum Terms of Call Recommendation 

IV.  Board of Pensions Presentation  

       Rev. Ken Green, Regional Representative 

 

V.  Board of Directors Report – Ruling Elder Phil Votaw 

VI.  Richmond-Reid Memorial Presbyterian Administrative Commission Report  

- Ruling Elder Phil Votaw 

 

VII.   Presbyterian Youth Triennium – Rev. Gretchen Schneider 

VIII.  Committee on Representation Request – Rev. Gretchen Schneider 

IX.  Presentation of Mosaic in Memory of Rev. Peggy McDonald  - Rev Laurie Wolcott 



Directions to John Knox Presbyterian Church 
3000 North High School Road 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46224 
(317)-291-0308   www.johnknox.org  

 

John Knox is located on the west side of Indianapolis, on the edge of Speedway.   
It is easiest to access the church from I-465. 

 

From the North/Northeast: Take I-465 west (from I-69 or US-31) and then south to Exit 17 – 
38th Street.  Turn left (east) on 38th Street.  At second stop light, turn right (south) onto 
North High School Rd.  John Knox is at the second stop light, at the intersection of 30th 
Street and North High School Rd.  Turn right at light into church driveway; parking at rear.   
 

From the South:  Take I-465 west (from I-65 or I-74) and then north to Exit 16A – 
Crawfordsville Road.  Turn right at the foot of the exit ramp.  Once you’re on 
Crawfordsville Road, get into the far left lane.  Turn left (north) at stop light onto North 
High School Rd.  John Knox is at the first stop light, at the intersection of 30th Street and 
North High School Road.  Turn left at light into church driveway; parking at rear. 
 

From the East:  Come west to Indianapolis.  If coming around the south side of the city, 
follow directions “From the South.”  If coming around the north side of city, follow “From 
the North.” 
 

From the West:  Come east to Indianapolis.  If coming around the south side of the city, 
follow directions “From the South.”  If coming around the north side of the city, follow 
“From the North.” 
 

 



A Brief History of John Knox Presbyterian Church 
 

In the early-1960s, it was evident that a new Presbyterian congregation was needed on the 
growing edge of Speedway and the West Side of Indianapolis.  Five acres of land was 
purchased at the corner of 30th Street and High School Road in January 1961, and Laurence 
Sunkel, associate minister at Irvington Presbyterian Church, was called as the organizing 
pastor in September 1961.  The first worship service was held at St. John’s Episcopal Church 
(3 blocks away) on September 17, 1961.  Initially known as the “Speedway Presbyterian 
Mission,” the congregation soon chose the name “John Knox” to reflect its heritage and 
roots in the Reformed faith.  The organizational service was held on March 4, 1962, at St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church. 
 
Over its 56 years of ministry, four pastors have served the congregation.  Rev. Larry Sunkel 
served from 1962-1971.  Then, Dr. Roger Dean was called as pastor from 1971-1990, serving 
the congregation for 30 years.  During that time, Rev. Mark Merrill was called as associate 
pastor, serving from 1977-2002.  Rev. Frank Mansell was called as pastor in 2003, and Lisa 
Crismore was called as Commissioned Lay Pastor in 2004.   
 
“Open. Caring. Community.”  These words describe the essence of John Knox Presbyterian 
Church – in its past service, its present ministry, and its future vision.  We have opened our 
doors and our hearts to our community: over 20 outside support groups utilize our facilities 
every week; while our church uses our building an average of 50 hours a month, our 
community uses it an average of 200 hours a month.  We welcome our community with an 
annual Community Picnic each summer, and Easter and Fall Festivals for children and 
youth.  We support Jon and Kelly Simpson as missionaries through World Reach, Inc.  We 
regularly send adult and youth mission groups to places like West Virginia, Kentucky, 
Wisconsin, New Orleans, and, later this year, to the Dominican Republic. 
 
We are partners with the Presbytery of Whitewater Valley in supporting and working 
alongside Iglesia Nueva Creación in ministry.  Founded more than ten years ago, this new 
church development shares our facilities for its many dynamic ministries – including 
summer soccer camp, joint Vacation Bible School with John Knox, weekly prayer services, 
Art Lab, and community engagement.  Our congregations have shared in worship on 
numerous occasions, and we have grown closer to God by the Spirit’s work in our lives.  
Through the leadership of Rev. Hector Hernandez, the Hispanic Ministry Lead Team, the 
administrative commission and the lay leaders of Iglesia Nueva Creación, John Knox has 
been brought life, vision, and excitement as we envision together how we are to serve as 
the Body of Christ. 
 
On July 4, 2010, we dedicated our sanctuary and renovated space to the glory of God.  In 
so doing, John Knox made a promise to its community that we will be here to serve and 
share the gospel for many years to come.  Our past is full of many reminders of God’s 
blessings in our collective lives.  Our present is infused with passion, joy, and love for the 
one whom we serve – Jesus Christ our Lord.  And our future is full of hope and expectation 
as we await the Spirit’s leading.  We are thrilled you are here today, as we celebrate the 
connection we share as sisters and brothers in Christ as Whitewater Valley Presbytery! 
 
 



WHITEWATER VALLY PRESBYTERY ASSEMBLY AUGUST 4, 2018 

HOPE PARTNERSHIP PROPOSAL AND PRESENTATION  

 

INTRODUCTION 

For the past year, the Whitewater Presbytery has intentionally been facing the fact that many 

congregations in the Presbytery are struggling with the shifts of culture.  This has resulted in many 

congregations struggling with sustainability, as well as creating anxiety amongst leaders of 

congregations.  The Presbytery has adopted a stance of “facing fears” and is encouraging congregations 

to be intentional about their mission for the future. 

In the past few years, Hope Partnership has worked with several congregations in the Presbytery.  As a 

result, we have been asked to consider a proposal that would enable a greater number of churches in 

the Presbytery to access Hope services.  By working with a number of congregations in the Presbytery, 

Hope is able to scale the costs and engage Presbytery leadership in a unique partnership. 

It is our pleasure to offer a unique offer to this Presbytery of a combination of services we believe would 

help congregations transform.  The purpose of this proposal is to engage leaders of the Presbytery in the 

delivery and execution of the introductory service, and for congregations to self-select into a deeper 

areas of development. 

SCOPE OF WORK 

Explore and Decide Phase: 

Since most of our services requires an assessment, we would like to offer a “modified” New Beginnings 

as an entry point for congregations.  New Beginnings is a discernment tool designed to empower 

congregations facing sustainability challenges. New Beginnings helps congregations reflect intentionally 

about God’s call for future mission and make bold decisions about facilities, resources and outreach in 

their communities.  As an entry point, we can work with numerous congregations at a time, with 

different start dates.   

At the end of the process each congregation would have 3 choices.  We anticipate some congregations 

will believe that some minor revisions are all they need, and will choose to conclude the process at this 

point.  Strategically, it is good to have that decision from a congregation which allows the Presbytery to 

focus on congregations that would consider change. 

A second decision would be for a congregation to do major redevelopment.  In this case that would 

mean selling the building and relocating, closing the church and restarting, doing a parallel new church 

start in their facility, etc.  If that is the case, then we would need a customized approach for each of 

those situations, which may or may not involve additional Hope and Presbytery services. 

The decision to Revise Mission is most common from this process.  Congregations making this decision 

could then be invited to participate in the next phase. 

 

 



 

Organize and Achieve Phase 

Congregations moving ahead to the next phase would organize a Revision Team.  This team of lay and 

clergy leaders would be the creative force behind the development of a ministry plan that would lead 

the church into a new reality through creative processes developed by Hope.  The pastor would also be 

engaged in extensive coaching during that period of time. 

The process would look like this:  

1) Presbytery Leadership organizes congregations by affinity into clusters of 3 or 6 congregations and 

sets mutually acceptable start dates.  

 2) Cluster #1 is for the revision team, and any additional leaders the church wishes to include.  It is held 

at one of the cluster churches which provides hospitality.  The Saturday event and is co-facilitated by a 

Presbytery representative and is open to all leaders of the congregation.  On Sunday afternoon, the 

leaders of the Revision team meet on Sunday afternoon to get organized and receive homework to be 

accomplished during the next 2 months. 

3)  Cluster #2 is a Saturday-Sunday event designed to help the revision team craft and create stories 

regarding the church’s future.  This event will be co-facilitated by the Presbytery, and engage leaders in 

a creative process of naming their resources and passions, and fusing them with their context’s greatest 

need (which they discovered with their homework).  This will result in a first draft of a story that will be 

further crafted by the next cluster. 

4)  Cluster #3 is a Saturday event, designed to help the Revision Team take their final story, and develop 

the capacities for achieving their story.  In this process, they will learn to develop strategic partnerships 

and reallocate resources.  There will also be considerable time spent in helping the Revision Team 

discover how they can get enthusiastic “buy-in” from their congregations. 

5) Cluster #4 is a Saturday event, which is largely facilitated by the Presbytery leadership.  This event is 

designed to be a collaborative learning event. 

 

COACHING:  Starting at Cluster #1 a coach will be assigned each group of 3 pastors.  The coaching 

sessions will be booked in advanced, and will likely be done via Zoom conferencing.  The coaching model 

is designed to allow for peer development for helping pastors perform at their optimum level while 

moving a congregation through change. 

 

 

 

 

 



POTENTIAL TIME LINE   

August or September 2018  Training for Presbytery Leaders 

 

Fall 2018    Recruitment of congregations (informational workshops etc.) 

 

January 2019    Assessments begin for clusters of 3-12 congregations 

 

March 2019    First Leadership Trainings provided by Presbytery Leaders 

     Assessments begin for second cluster 3-12 congregations 

May 2019    Second Leadership Training provided by Presbytery Leaders 

 

July 2019    Revision phase congregations organized into clusters of 3-6 

 

Sept 2019    Cluster Gathering #1 (for each group of congregations) 

 

Nov. 2019    Cluster #2 

 

Feb. 2020    Cluster #3 

 

May 2020    Cluster #4 

 

Utilizing a Transformation Grant from the Synod of Lincoln Trails, your Coordinating Council 

Commission has recently approved the expenditure of $45,800 to make possible this exciting 

possibility for our congregations: 

➢ $  5,000  Training for Presbytery Leaders  

 

➢ $24,000  (underwriting $2,000 of Explore and Decide Phase for 12 

congregations with remaining $150 of cost and travel expenses to be 

responsibility of participating congregations) 

 

➢ $16,800  (underwriting $2,800 of Organize and Decide Phase for 6 

congregations with remaining $2,854 of cost and travel expenses to be 

responsibility of participating congregations; participating congregations can 

be encouraged to seek a matching grant from the Center for Congregations 

for this phase) 

 

 



An Invitation to a Special Presbytery Event on Sunday, September 30 

“Help Me Understand:  Conversations about Immigration” 

Hosted by Iglesia Nueva Creacion and John Knox Presbyterian Church 

4:30 p.m. Informal Community Conversations over a Shared Evening Meal 

5:30 p.m. Worship featuring Stories from Immigrant Sisters and Brothers 

Dessert following with opportunities to converse further with immigrants and 

to engage both local and denominational immigration ministries and agencies 

 

To Our Sisters and Brothers in Christ… 

Many of us have been diligently discerning how we might better understand the complex 
issues of immigration in our country.  And many of us also seek to find ways in which we 
can make a positive impact in the lives of immigrants and to begin to build relationships 
with immigrants in our Presbytery.  As Presbyterians we have a longstanding legacy of 
advocating on behalf of immigrants.  Today Presbyterians continue working locally as well 
as nationally to ensure that immigration policy is just and consistent with Christian 
principles and that individual immigrants are received with dignity and hospitality. 

 

Because the subject of immigration invokes an emotional response and since immigration 
law is complex, the task of advocacy in relation to immigration can seem too big for any one 
person or even one congregation to engage.  The Coordinating Council of Whitewater 
Valley Presbytery would like to provide a way for individuals and for congregations to 
explore how God might be calling them to respond to this complex issue. 

 

Sunday, September 30 is the Sunday for the Celebration of the Gifts of New Immigrants on 
the church calendar, we invite you to join us that evening at “Help Me Understand:  
Conversations about Immigration”.  This event will be hosted by Iglesia Nueva Creacion at 
John Knox Presbyterian Church (3000 N. High School Road, Indianapolis, IN 46224). 

 

We will begin at 4:30 p.m. with informal Community Conversations over a shared evening 
meal.  At 5:30 p.m. we will join together in a worship service which will include the stories of 
some immigrants in our midst.  Following worship there will be a time for dessert and for 
people to get to know immigrants in local Presbyterian congregations, as well as to engage 
both local and denominational ministries and agencies who work with immigrants.  These 
groups will be prepared to help participants better understand what one person, one 
congregation, one presbytery can do to make a difference. 

 

We encourage you to share this important time with fellow Presbyterians.  We encourage 
you to invite your congregations and your friends to attend. For additional information, 
please feel free to contact Alan Thames, Executive Presbyter of Whitewater Valley 
Presbytery (athames@whitewatervalley.org or 317-923-3681). 

 

mailto:athames@whitewatervalley.org


RICHMOND – REID MEMORIAL ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION TO 

PRESBYTERY ASSEMBLY AUGUST 4, 2018 

 

Recommended Action and Resolution 

That, the Presbytery grant permission for the Richmond-Reid Memorial Administrative Commission to 

move forward with releasing and transferring the Reid Memorial Presbyterian Church, 1004 N. A St., 

Richmond, Indiana, and the original trust set up by Daniel Reid, to the heirs of the Daniel Reid family. 

That the Presbytery grant permission for the Commission to offer, to the Reid family heirs, the transfer 

of two other parcels of property related to the church (a vacant lot and a home previously used for the 

church’s administrative services) and  

That the Presbytery grant permission for the Commission  to move forward with the Reid heirs to 

facilitate an easement through Indiana Landmarks to protect the historic nature of the properties as a 

community investment and asset.  

 

Rationale 

Reversionary Clause 

The AC discovered there is a reversionary clause attached to the Reid Memorial Presbyterian Church 

deed. Presbytery legal counsel has advised that the reversionary clause needs to be honored and 

advised the AC to move forward with releasing the property to the Reid Heirs. The AC concurs with the 

recommendation of legal counsel.  

 
Additional Parcels of Property  
The AC has determined that the two adjoining properties could be included with the church building if 
the Reid family so desires. 
 

Easement 

The AC has determined the easement would honor the congregation’s continuing presence in the Starr 

Neighborhood that is being reclaimed in the Richmond community and proposes, as a good faith gesture 

in partnering with the community and the Reid family heirs, that the Presbytery donate half of the 

easement expense, up $3,700. 

 

If you have questions regarding this resolution, please contact a member of the Reid Memorial 

Commission: 

Judy Rust -   gandjrust@etczone.com 
Galen Schwarz  galen.schwarz@gmail.com 
Ebbie Crawford  ebbiecraw@aol.com 
Phil Votaw  plvotaw@indy.rr.com 
Judy Fitchett  jbfitchett@gmail.com 
 

mailto:gandjrust@etczone.com
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