
Reach Out!
WHAT’S NEXT?

REV. DR. CAROL JOHNSTON, 
(WVP member and CTS Associate 
Professor) travels with Rev. Dr. 
Allan Boesak and a group of 
seminary students to S. Africa, to 
include a visit with Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, August 8 and 
following.

MISSION SURVEY 
Coming soon to the WVP website

THE ART OF FLOURISHING 
CONGREGATIONS
October 1
Offered by the Center for 
Congregations
INFORMATION

WORLDWIDE COMMUNION
Sunday, October 4

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS 
OFFERING

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
MUSIC CAMP
Led by Pavel Polanco Safadit 
(Witherspoon P.C.) and CRE Barry 
Sumner, October 8-12

TEEN CONFERENCE
PYOCA, October 16-18
INFORMATION

WEE KIRK CONFERENCE
Potawotomi Inn, Angola, IN
INFORMATION

WVP MEETING
Christian Theological Seminary
Wednesday, November 4

2016 YOUTH TRIENNIUM
Purdue University
July 19-23, 2016
INFORMATION

August 2015

PRAYERS Please join in prayers of thanksgiving for the life of Sue Westphal, 
charter member of John Knox Presbyterian Church and the lives of Carl Smith, 
former executive of the Synod of Lincoln Trails,  and Mary Helen Lawson, his 
spouse and organizational development consultant, both of whom were part of 
the worship and outreach of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis.  
We thank God that for them death has passed, pain has ended, and that they 
have entered the joy prepared through Jesus Christ our Lord.
REACH OUT is the e-newsletter of Whitewater Valley Presbytery.  For more 
news and information, visit our website:  www.whitewatervalley.org   To 
suggest stories or send photos, contact Peggy McDonald at pmcdonald@
whitewatervalley.org

www.whitewatervalley.org

Since God created humankind, we’ve been charged with stewarding the 
gift we have received as earth dwellers.  Since the fall of 2014 First Pres., 
Ft Wayne, has educated and reformed itself as stewards, claiming status 
as a certified Earth Care Congregation.  In sync with the Presbyterian 
Church, USA’s 202nd General Assembly 
report, Restoring Creation for Ecology 
and Justice, the church has pledged 
to provide educational resources for 
enviornmental efforts at home, church 
and community as well as advoating 
change through public policies and 
program.

June 2015 the church received a Charter 
Award given by Sustainable Indiana 
2016.  Sustainable Indiana rewards 
congregations that have completed 
projects and activities such as worship 
and outreach in relation to the 
environment.  

To explore other aspects 
of environmental justice,  
visit the blog of the 
Environmental Ministries 
Office, http://www.pcusa.
org/blogs/eco-journey/
Presbyterian Investment 
and Loan Program 
incentive loan offered 
to help churches reduce 
their carbon footprint.

Caring for the Earth
First Presbyterian Church, Fort Wayne

https://centerforcongregations.org/workshop/art-flourishing-congregation-five-practices-promote-positive-change
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peace-global.html
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peace-global.html
http://www.pyoca.org/
http://www.fellowship.community/wp-content/uploads/NCWK-2015-Broch-FINAL.pdf
http://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/
http://www.sustainableindiana2016.org
http://www.sustainableindiana2016.org
http://www.pcusa.org/blogs/eco-journey/
http://www.pcusa.org/blogs/eco-journey/
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2015/8/7/new-incentive-loan-offered-help-churches-reduce-th/
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2015/8/7/new-incentive-loan-offered-help-churches-reduce-th/
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2015/8/7/new-incentive-loan-offered-help-churches-reduce-th/
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2015/8/7/new-incentive-loan-offered-help-churches-reduce-th/
http://www.pcusa.org/news/2015/8/7/new-incentive-loan-offered-help-churches-reduce-th/


Ten years after Hurricane Katrina flooded the Crescent 
City, St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church continues to 
host groups from across the country to share in R.H.I.N.O.  
Three different congregations within our presbytery have 
supported their work.  
This summer adults and youth from Northminster 
Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis and the youth of First 
Presbyterian Church in Muncie each spent a week working 
and worshiping through the gracious guidance of the New 
Orleans congregation’s program, Rebuilding Hope in New 
Orleans.

One of the leaders of the Northminster trip 
writes:  “We ate breakfast and dinner at the 
church, made our lunches in the morning, and 
worked T, W, Th and F from approximately 9 - 3, 
with lots of water breaks.  It was hard and sweaty 
work!  We worked on a house located close to 
the Ninth Ward. We arrived in the middle of 
the drywall process.  Each day we sanded and skimmed, 
sanded and skimmed, repeat, repeat, until on Friday we were 
rewarded with a chance to prime.
Tuesday night we went on a Katrina/prayer tour. On 
Thursday night, a parishioner of St. Charles hosts the 
campers at their home.  The other group there with us 
was from Denver - Indy and Denver…..hmmm what’s the 
connection?  Manning.  The parishioner’s that hosted us were 
Archie and Olivia Manning, Peyton’s parents, in the home he 
grew up in.  Needless to say, 
most of the group could hardly 
stand it.  They were very 
gracious hosts.”
Building a fence and working 
the ‘punch list’ for a home 
in St. Bernard’s Project 
challenged the youth from 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Muncie.  Elinor Dale, the 
associate Pastor for Children 
and Youth writes:
“In 2012, I was in New 
Orleans working on staff at 
St. Charles Ave. Presbyterian 
Church and directly with 
Camp RHINO.  Things 

have improved even in 3 years! The storm exacerbated 
governmental issues that existed before 2005; the good news 
is that some of those issues, education, police, and storm 
readiness, are being addressed. Progress needs to be made 
in other areas, and that’s where our group of young people 
went to help. The St. Bernard Project was started for home 
reconstruction. The week we were in New Orleans, they were 
hoping to complete and have their 600th family move back 
home since they began in 2006.
Our group had two tasks for the week: help build a fence 
and help do the “final punch” on a house. The final punch 

meant things like touch-up painting, removing paint 
from doorknobs and hinges, and scrubbing the floors. 
One of the youth asked, “Why are we doing this 
stuff?” After thinking about moving into their houses 
and remembering how clean they were, the youth 

understood the importance of something 
so small. I echo the sentiment of our site 
supervisors, “The fence is our second 
priority. Our first is getting someone 
home.”
RHINO (Rebuilding Hope In New 
Orleans) holds hope as a central theme 
in all they do. Hope for the future. Hope 
in the midst of destruction. Hope in 
the renewal and rebirth of a city.  I am 
hopeful that our trip will be life changing 
for our young people and that they will 
remember the hope for renewal that can 
come out of chaos.”

For several years 
immediately after the 
hurricane, groups from John 
Knox Presbyterian Church, 
Indianapolis traveled to 
New Orleans as St. Charles 
Avenue began its faithful 
service to their neighbors.  
Sustaining relatively minor 

damage from the 
winds, the church 
was quick on its feet 
reaching out.  
One of the youth wrote 
this:
“At camp RHINO, our youth group helped build a fence 
for a woman’s house who got hit by Katrina and finish 
up a house that belonged to a man who is raising his 
two grandchildren. I learned never to take things for 
granted. The victims of Katrina are still working on 
rebuilding even 10 years later and continuing to try and 
move on with their lives.”
Are you curious to experience RHINO first hand?  Or 
has your congregation stepped forth in service for 
New Orleans recovery? Tell us about it!  

WHO IS REBUILDING HOPE IN NEW ORLEANS? 
WE ARE!!!!!



Do you know about the Center for 
Congregations’ conference, THE 
ART OF THE FLOURISHING 
CONGREGATION; FIVE 
PRACTICES THAT PROMOTE POSITIVE CHANGE? 
A team from Northminster Presbyterian Church, 
Indianapolis, participated, reporting:  “We found it to 
be very helpful.  The training our team went through 
with ICC gave us an excellent framework for leading 
the congregation through a process for setting future 
direction.  All voices were heard and valued and people 
were able to see how their contributions helped.  They 
also owned the decisions and supported to outcomes.”  
Rev. Teri Thomas, pastor and head of staff recommends 
it highly.
You will learn the benefits of positive change and 
the practices that promote them.  You’ll also create a 
concrete and practical plan for your own congregation 

as part of the one-day event. The 
Center for Congregations has 
underwritten the cost of the one 
day conference, so the expense to 

your leadership team of 3-5 is a mere $50.  Register as 
soon as possible so you can do the preparation needed 
to maximize your learning 
at the event.  The Center 
offers exceptional quality of 
educational offerings for leaders 
of congregations.  Peruse their 
website for opportunities for 
your own education.
Workshop Information  
Thursday, October 1
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Marriott North, 3645 River Crossing Parkway, 
Indianapolis
REGISTRATION

THE ART OF THE FLOURISHING CONGREGATION

Two news types of events are being 
offered for teens and young adults 
this fall at our area’s camp, PYOCA.  
This is what Jake Hofmeister, Camp 
Director, writes about them:  

“One of my hopes, as I started this 
position as Executive Director of 
Pyoca back in December 2014, 
was to explore new ministry 
opportunities and creative 
programs to better serve the youth 
and young adults of Whitewater 
Valley Presbytery, Presbytery of 
Ohio Valley, and the surrounding 
regions. I thought we could offer 
an alternative to the nationally 
known conferences, Massanetta 
and Montreat so people in the 
Midwest wouldn't need to travel 
to the Southeast to experience 
vibrant and meaningful youth 
conference.  Through support 
of churches and our regional 
campus ministry groups, we are 
able to offer these two exciting 
conferences for the first time.”  

The high school conference features 
two charismatic and well-known 

Presbyterian figures, Bruce Reyes-
Chow and Jorge Sayago-Gonzalez, 
offering substantive keynotes, deeply 
engaging worship, and spiritually 
meaningful music.  Our college 
conference, offered with the help of 
University of Louisville and Indiana 
University’s UKirk campus ministry 
groups, features Adam Walker 
Cleaveland as keynote speaker. 
Visit pyocaconference.org and 
ukirkcollegeconference.org to learn 
more!  
Both conferences will highlight 
Pyoca's strengths in ministry which 
are our connectional, relationship-
based approach and our adventure 
elements, including high ropes, 
climbing wall, waterfront, and hiking 
trails.
Jake’s hope for both conferences is to 
provide an opportunity for our youth 
and young adults of the region to 
connect with other Presbyterians their 
age, deeply engage with important 
spiritual issues, learn about important 
justice and contemporary issues, and 
challenge and deepen their faith.

PYOCA FALL CONFERENCES

https://centerforcongregations.org/workshop/art-flourishing-congregation-five-practices-promote-positive-change
http://www.pyocaconference.org
http://www.ukirkcollegeconference.org


A note from Alan Thames, Executive Presbyter: 
I returned from Big Tent this year with mixed feelings…
First of all, it is always so powerful when so many 
Presbyterians of all ages from all regions gather in one place.  
The worship experiences are phenomenal with excellent 
preaching and rousing music filling the auditorium.  I was 
particularly pleased to see not only middle-aged and senior 
Presbyterians, but also young Presbyterians, some bringing 
with them even younger Presbyterians.  All around me were 
not only white Presbyterians, but also African American, 
Native American and Asian American Presbyterians.  It was 
a powerful witness to see so many of us, from such diverse 
backgrounds, in one place worshiping our one God together.
But something is still missing.  As Dr. Rhashell Hunter, Director of Racial Ethnic and Women’s Ministries for 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency has reminded us, “Disparities still exist in our nation and in our church for 
racial ethnic persons, new immigrants and for many women.”  Something is still missing because we have 
not fully lived into those wonderful words from our Book of Order:  “…the Church is to be a community 
of love, where sin is forgiven, reconciliation is accomplished and the dividing walls of hostility are torn 
down  (F-1.0301).”
There was a lot of energy at Big Tent this year behind the launch of an anti-racism campaign called “Ask Me 
Why You Matter to Me.”  Presbyterians from different cultures and backgrounds are coming together to 
work to end the sin of racism.  This collective campaign is supported by all six agencies of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) – Presbyterian Mission Agency, the Board of Pensions, the Presbyterian Foundation, the 
Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program, the Presbyterian Publishing Corporation and the Office of the 
General Assembly—as well as Presbyterian Women.
For additional information about “Ask Me Why You Matter to Me” visit www.pcusa.org/speakantiracism.  
As followers of Christ, I hope you’ll join me in a sense that there is still something missing in our Church.  
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should 
love one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.  
(John 13:34-35)”   
May we live into the reality to which Christ has called us.  

Saint Andrew, Indianapolis’ youth took a challenging and satisfying Mission Mini-
Trip this summer.  The first day the youth painted a hallway 
for Calvary United Methodist Church in Fountain Square 
(an Indianapolis neighborhood) and packed meals served 
by HOOP, an outreach ministry to homeless.  The next day, 
the youth helped provide 
the meal and hospitality 
for First Presbyterian 
Church, Ft. Wayne’s 
“Everyone A Neighbor 
Day,” their monthly open 
house and luncheon 
offered to anyone in the 
community who seeks 
food and fellowship.

A MINI-MISSION TRIP

http://www.pcusa.org/speakantiracism

