
Whitewater Valley Presbytery 
Presbytery Assembly Docket  - Saturday, February 11, 2017 

Irvington Presbyterian Church, 55 Johnson Ave. | Indianapolis, IN 46219  

“…God has revealed himself as the one who wishes to bring about justice and true peace among people.” 
           Belhar Confession 
 
 

9:00 a.m. REGISTRATION BEGINS 

9:15 – 9:45 NEW COMMISSIONER ORIENTATION          Leadership Development Team and Stated Clerk 

10:00  OPENING PRAYER                                          Moderator John Paulson, CRE 

 WELCOME                       Rev. Bob Heimach, Pastor, Irvington Presbyterian Church 
 

 CONVENE / CALL TO ODER WITH PRAYER / ESTABLISH QUORUM 
 

 SEATING OF CORRESPONDING MEMBERS                   Rev. Alan Thames, Executive Presbyter  
 DOCKET and CONSENT AGENDA APPROVALS (Council, COM, Financial) 

 
 STATED CLERK’S REPORT        Golden Pen Award!           Stated Clerk, Kristy Quinn, CRE  

 

 INTRODUCTION OF NEW TEACHING ELDERS                 Rev. Daren Hofmann, COM Moderator 
 INTRODUCTION OF NEW RULING ELDERS  

 
10:15  COMMITTEE ON REPRESENTATION and ELECTION OF NOMINEES IF NEEDED 
 
10:25  WORSHIP AND COMMUNION                              2017 Presbytery Leadership Cabinet 
   Rev. Chip Hardwick, PCUSA Director of Theology Formation and Evangelism Preaching 
 
11:25  ORDINATION EXAMINATIONS                 Rev. Ruth Moore, CPM Moderator 

Ms. Jennifer Lipinksi - Associate Pastor, Fishers New Hope  
Ms. Maureen Wilson -Temporary Supply, Indianapolis-Irvington  
 

12:10  INTRODUCTION OF AMEMDENTS 222ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY (2016)     Kristy Quinn, Stated Clerk 
 

12:15  LUNCH – TIME FOR FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP 

12:40  GROUP DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE BELHAR CONFESSION             Rev. Alan Thames Introducing
   GROUP 1 – UNITY   Leader:  Rev. Steve Ebling  
   GROUP 2 – RECONCILIATION  Leader:  Rev. Katherine Rieder 
   GROUP 3 – JUSTICE    Leader:  Rev. Ruth Moore 
 1:20  SUMMARY OF GROUP DISCUSSIONS  Group Leaders  

 1:35  MISSION MOMENTS – Fair Trade in Nicaragua                  Rev. Peggy McDonald, Mission Coordinator 
 

 1:45  PRESBYTERY INVESTMENT AND LOAN PROGRAM (PILP)          Mr. Jim Rissler, President, PILP 

 1:55  DISCUSSION AND VOTING ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS BY 222ND GENERAL ASSEMBLY  

 2:35  EXECUTIVE PRESBYTER REPORT                                              Rev. Alan Thames 

 2:45   COMMISSION & COMMITTEE REPORTS          Vice Moderator, Rev. Youngsoo An 
 Coordinating Council – Recommended Action Regarding Pyoca Propsoal - Rev. Katherine Rieder 
 Committee on Ministry- Recognition of CRE John Miller, Liberty-First – Rev. Daren Hofmann 
 

 2:55  OLD BUSINESS / NEW BUSINESS      

 3:00   ADJOURN AND CLOSE WITH “WE BELIEVE” (section 1) FROM BELHAR CONFESSION, p 2)  

 

 
 



CLOSE WITH “WE BELIEVE” (section 1) FROM BELHAR CONFESSION 

 

 

We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints called from the entire human family. 

We believe 

 

• that Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the community of believers who have    

  been reconciled with God and with one another; 

 

• that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ; that through the working of     

  God's Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: one 

  Which the people of God must continually be built up to attain; 

 

• that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, enmity and hatred between   

  people and groups is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which threatens  

  this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted; 

 

• that this unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in a variety of ways: in that we love one  

  another; that we experience, practice and pursue community with one another; that we are obligated to give 

  ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and blessing to one another; that we share one faith, have one  

  calling, are of one soul and one mind; have one God and Father, are filled with one Spirit, are baptized 

  with one baptism, eat of one bread and drink of one cup, confess one name, are obedient to one Lord, work  

  for one cause, and share one hope; together come to know the height and the breadth and the depth of the  

  love of Christ; together are built up to the stature of Christ, to the new humanity; together know and bear one   

  another's burdens, thereby fulfilling the law of Christ that we need one another and upbuild one another, 

  admonishing and comforting one another; that we suffer with one another for the sake of righteousness; pray  

  together; together serve God in this world; and together fight against all which may threaten or hinder this 

  unity;  that this unity can be established only in freedom and not under constraint; that the variety of spiritual  

  gifts, opportunities, backgrounds, convictions, as well as the various languages and cultures, are by virtue of  

  the reconciliation in Christ, opportunities for mutual service and enrichment within the one visible people of  

  God; 

 

• that true faith in Jesus Christ is the only condition for membership of this church; 
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MS. JENNIFER LIPINSKI – STATEMENT OF FAITH  

Ordination Examination 

Fishers-New Hope Associate Pastor 

 
Statement of Faith: 

 

I believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in whom we live and move and 

have our being.  In love, God created the universe, appointing humankind to be responsible 

stewards over creation. God is both transcendent- beyond our limited comprehension - and 

immanent- within our earthly experience. 

 

I believe in the sovereignty and faithfulness of God who loves humanity beyond measure 

and desires good for us. Itrust in Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior, fully human and fully 

God. Through Christ's birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension God is revealed to us. 

Christ, by his death on the cross, paid the price for our sin and made it possible for us to be 

redeemed and reconciled to God. God's grace and mercy through Christ provide the way 

for us to be redeemed to live faithful lives of discipleship now and have eternal life with 

God. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit who joins us with Christ and God and to one another, as we are the 

Body of Christ. The Holy Spirit guides, encourages, comforts, sustains, and empowers us to 

live out the mission of the church. 

 

I believe the Scriptures are the inspired, authoritative word of God. The Holy Spirit worked 

through the people who wrote the books of the Bible, and the Holy Spirit works through us 

to help us understand the revelation of God. 

 

Ibelieve that the church submits to Jesus Christ as Lord and participates with God in acts 

of reconciliation and healing. We love because God first loved us. As the Body of Christ 

we care for one another, sharing with the world the Good News of God's love and grace 

through Jesus. 

 

I believe that the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper are visible signs of God's 

invisible grace. Christ is present in these Sacraments. In Baptism we are named as God's 

own, redeemed, welcomed into the Body of Christ, and marked for service. By the power of 

the Holy Spirit we are united with God through Christ in Holy Communion. Through 

partaking of the bread and the cup we remember Christ's body, broken for us, and Christ's 

blood, shed for us and the forgiveness of our sins. Communion is an act of the whole 

church, and we are united with others in renewing our vows of our baptism and our 

commitment to Christ, and we are strengthened to share in Christ's work in the world. 



Whitewater Valley Presbytery Assembly -- February 11, 2017 
 

MS. MAUREEN WILSON       STATEMENT OF FAITH  

Ordination Examination 

Indianapolis-Irvington, Temporary Supply Associate Pastor 

 
God 
I believe that God is mysterious, just, all-powerful, loving and good. 
 
I believe in the all present all-knowing God, the God who is in the details of every atom in my body and every corner of the 
universe. 
 
I believe in God who alone created the universe purposely and beautifully and continues to create and actively engage 
with God's creation. 
 
I believe that God loves each of God's creations with unfailing and unceasing grace and that God desires our love and 
dedication freely given, without coercion. 
 
I believe that in God's desire to be in relationship, with us God's truths can be gleaned in the heart of scripture, in 
communion with the church, reason and our experiences. 
 
Jesus 
I believe in Jesus Christ, simultaneously fully human and fully divine.  
I believe that Jesus Christ was present at creation, and came to earth to forgive the sins of the world. 
I believe that he was born, lived and died without sin but lived only in love.  
 
I believe that his life is a reflection of how we should live, in communion with one another, serving and supporting the 
poor, oppressed, sick and dying in endless self-emptying love and compassion, honoring and caring for God’s beautiful 
creations. 
 
I believe that Jesus suffered on the cross and died and that it is by his willing sacrifice that we are forgiven and made 
clean although we as humans are prone to turning from God. 
 
I believe in the good news of the resurrection; that Jesus overcame death and sin as a testament of the power and grace 
of God. 
 
Holy Spirit 
I believe in the Holy Spirit that gives renewing energy and life to the church and the world. The Holy Spirit sets hearts on 
fire and inspires the peace of God in times of struggle.  
 
I believe that the Holy Spirit dwells inside of everyone and desires to call humanity and the church to love and know God 
more fully. 
 
Holy Scripture 
I believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God given for us to so that we may learn about the experience of God in the 
world.  It is God’s special revelation and the path that God speaks to us, they are authoritative and Holy, even when our 
interpretations are not. 
 
The Church 
I believe that the Church is the community of believers who desire to know God more fully and worship God, to follow the 
call of Jesus in love, and to share our faith and gifts with one another and the world. 
 
I believe that as members of the church we are called to serve God and others living the Gospel in our daily lives. 
 
Baptism 
I believe in the sacrament of Baptism as an affirmation of the love that God has for us, and how with that power God 
cleanses us in the Spirit.  
 
I believe by participating in baptism we identify ourselves as God’s in covenant with God and one another. 
 
Communion 
I believe that through the sacrament of communion we experience simultaneously the suffering and sacrifice of Christ as 
well as fulfillment and rejuvenation of the soul through the body and blood of Christ. Through accepting that sacrifice in 
the form of the bread and the cup God fills us, uniting us with Christ and one another. 
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Whitewater Valley Presbytery Assembly 

Irvington Presbyterian Church 

February 11, 2017 

 

Pyoca Articles of Agreement Amendment Proposal 

Rev. Dr. Jacob Hofmeister, Executive Director 

 

Background 

Pyoca Camp and Retreat Center completed a year-long strategic planning process in 2016 with 
experienced camp consultants, Run River Enterprises. In the plan, one of the foremost 
recommendations from the consultants and the planning team was this: to strengthen the acumen and 
proficiency of Pyoca’s Advisory Council. Throughout the past year since this recommendation was made, 
the Advisory Council has affirmed this as a priority, in that, a strong and efficient Advisory Council will 
make possible the implementation of the strategic plan and provide healthy leadership and create 
growth. 

 

Summary 

Pyoca’s Advisory Council is proposing a membership structure change in order to strengthen the 
acumen and proficiency of Pyoca’s Advisory Council and to address several issues that are hindering 
Pyoca’s ability to thrive and grow (issues explained below in the rationale section). 

The current AC structure:  

 18 total members (9 from each WVP and Presbytery of Ohio Valley)  

 3 classes of 3 members for each presbytery 

 3 year term with option for a second consecutive term of 3 years 

Proposed AC structure: 

 18 total members (6 from each presbytery and 6 at-large members) 

 3 classes of 2 members from each presbytery  

 3 classes of 2 members at-large (from another presbytery like Mid-Kentucky or non-PC(USA)) 

 3 year term with option for a second consecutive term of 3 years 
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Rationale 
In order to strengthen Pyoca’s Advisory Council, three issues with the current Advisory Council model 

were identified. 

1. Very difficult to fill 18 seats on the AC with 9 members from each presbytery.  Presbytery of 

Ohio Valley has 3 current members and WVP has 6 members. The presbyteries, especially POV, 

simply do not have enough leaders to fill the vacancies. 

2. A large portion of Pyoca’s campers and retreat guests are not represented on the AC. 

a. Camp: 54% of 664 summer campers in 2016 were non-PC(USA) 

b. Retreat/Conference guests: 65% of 1344 overnight guests in 2016 were non-PC(USA) 

3. It’s been very difficult within the two presbyteries to nominate AC members with the needed 

skills (business professionals, lawyers, engineers, non-profit professionals, etc.). 

 

Pyoca Camp and Retreat Center Proposal to Amend Articles of Agreement 

Approved by the Pyoca Advisory Council (Nov. 2016 meeting) and WVP Coordinating Council (Jan. 

2017 meeting). Presbytery of Ohio Valley will vote on the amendment at their March Assembly. 

Current Pyoca Articles of Agreement:  

B. ADVISORY COUNCIL 
1. Membership. Pyoca shall have an ADVISORY COUNCIL consisting of 18 persons divided 
into three classes of six people each. 

a. Each Fall, each Presbytery shall elect 3 persons each to fill vacancies on the 
ADVISORY COUNCIL. 

1) Each Presbytery shall be free to determine its method of electing its 
representatives. 

Proposed Amendment to Articles of Agreement:  

a. Each Fall, each Presbytery shall elect 2 persons each to fill vacancies on the 

ADVISORY COUNCIL. Each Fall, 2 at-large members shall be elected by the Pyoca 

ADVISORY COUNCIL. 

1) Each presbytery and the ADVISORY COUNCIL shall be free to determine 

its method of electing representatives. 

 

The Advisory Council, with the support of the WVP Coordinating Council, believes this amendment to 

the Articles of Agreement creates an Advisory Council that is stronger and more proficient to lead and 

grow Pyoca’s ministry for years to come. 



During the  presbyter y  me eting 
you’ l l  l earn s omething ne w ab out 
the  Presbyterian Hunger  Program’s 
work in  Nic aragua in  conjunction 
w ith the  E qual  E xchange organization 
from the thre e  p ers ons  in  White water 
Val le y  w ho travele d there  in  Januar y.  
• What difference does it make to farmers if we drink coffee made from 

beans processed from their own farms?  
• What does it take to get your products sold by Equal Exchange?  
• What changes in a country or community when farmers own and work 

their land?  What about artisans like those who make pottery in their 
homes?  

• Are there ways we can support the work of Equal Exchange in Nicaragua 
and other countries in order to strengthen the communities and the 
economy?



You have an opportunity to support a family 
who emigrated from the middle-east last spring 
after waiting four and a half years for clearance, 

having fled their home-country.  They had to 
abandon the leather goods factory founded 
by their grandfather and great grandfather. 

To establish their home here in Indiana, they 
benefitted from the initial support of First 

Presbyterian Church in Columbus, Indiana, 
along with Irvington Presbyterian Church.  

During coffee hour and over the lunch hour, the 
father of the family, who is a third generation 
designer and sewer, and his adult son, fourth 
generation, will offer for sale the purses and 

bags they have designed and hand-sewn in the 
last few months.  Prices range from $90-$200.  
Payment can be made by check, credit card or 

cash.  Pictured here are examples of their work.
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