Whitewater Valley Presbytery
Presbiterio Norte de Quintana Roo
Present:

Vacation Bible School

Class: 4yr. to K

For more information, see http://www.whitewatervalley.org/ministries/hmlt.htm



Disciples Treasure Hunt

Discipulos Buscando Tesoros

Moses and his staff
Day One 4 yr. olds - Kindergarten

THEME: God gives us the tools to serve.
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 4:1-5 (6-17)

MEMORY VERSE: "Take this staff in your hand so you can perform miraculous signs
with it" Exodus 4:17 (NIV)

Objective Students will learn that when we serve God faithfully, we can accomplish
extraordinary feats.
Preparation e Ask for the Lord's direction in the planning process as you

understand the class and share the lesson in words that children
will understand.

¢ Read the Bible story and the context of the life of Moses. (Exodus
1-4)

e Have creative and attractive visual aids to complement the text
that will draw in the students’ attention. (You can use different
types of visuals such as pictures of animals, trees, etc.)

e Invite the children to come to the class.

Material e A staff (look for one similar to what shepherds use)

e A costume for someone to play Moses in the class. An adult or
youth can play Moses in front of the class.

e You can have some pictures of sheep and of a bush (option: use
flannel board)

e Materials for students to make a picture of Moses and his staff
(optional)

e Clay for the students to make a figure of Moses with his staff
(optional)

Introduction

It is the first day of VBS and you need to welcome everyone and make a list of all the
students who come.

Present the general theme of the week and the name of the first lesson. The teachers need
to introduce themselves so that the children know who they are.

At this time present the memory verse. You can have them learn it by doing various physical
activities such as jumping only on one foot, seating down, having just the boys say it or just the
girls, etc.
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Studying the Bible passage

NOTE: While the teacher is teaching someone should be in front of the class dressed up as Moses
for the children to see him. Moses could narrate the story in the first person. The other flannel
board figures should be visible while the teacher is giving the lesson as well.

In this chapter of the Bible the calling of Moses is presented, but in order to know the
story of this Biblical person that begins in chapter one, we will have to find out why he is in this
place.

First, Moses was born during a critical time for the Hebrew people, because during this time
not only were they slaves to the Egyptians, but also there was an order to kill all the Hebrew baby
boys that were born. God in his sovereignty was able to control history and instead of allowing
Moses to die, he allowed him to be rescued by Pharaoh's daughter; this allowed Moses to be able to
have a good education in the palace, but in addition, the person that they arranged to take care of
the baby was his very own mother and this allowed him to be able to know the story of the Hebrew
people.

When Moses was older he committed a crime by killing an Egyptian, and fled from the city in
fear and arrived in a shepherd community. Moses married one of the women from there and stayed
there to live and work as a shepherd. Here no one knew him and it was a good place to hide from the
Egyptians.

Moses knew many things because he had been educated in the palace as a prince, but now he
only had his clothes, like the ones shepherds used and a staff that was necessary for his job.

Reflecting on the Bible passage

One day, like many others, Moses left to take his sheep to the field to graze since this was
his job. This new life was very peaceful, but what he never imagined was that someone knew where
he was. The Scriptures tells us that one day he saw something that caught his attention: a bush
that burned but was not consumed. He got closer to it and a voice talked o him. It was the voice of
God who had always been taking care of Moses. God showed himself to Moses through the burning
bush and lets him know what he was supposed to do.

Moses had fled because he had committed a crime and the Egyptians were looking for him in
Egypt, but there was someone more interested in him, and this was God who looked for him, called
him and showed him his plan. In the past, God had given a promise of freedom to his people and the
Hebrews had longed that this could become a reality for they were tired of being Egyptian slaves.
Thus God had chosen Moses so that through him he would free his people. God knew what he had
done, that Moses stuttered and would give him many excuses, but even so, God not only was willing
to forgive him but also to use him in great ways. When God showed him that his plan was for him to
return to Egypt to confront Pharaoh and free his people, Moses definitely rejected the idea and
felt incapable o do it. In other words he told God: NO. Moses was at work, had his shepherd's
clothing on and his shepherd's staff and God told him that he didn't need it anything more except to
believe in Him as God and obey him and he will show his power through a simple staff in this hands.

Read Exodus 4:1-5 to the students.
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Ask the students the following questions:

*  Where did Moses originally come from?

e Why did Moses live in a place far away from the Egyptians?

*  What would God like Moses to do?

*  What did God change the staff into? And what did He turn it back into when Moses took it
again?

Applying the Bible passage to our life

God is always interested in human beings: so much so that he will look for us no matter if he
has to go to the ends of the earth, and when he finds us he calls us and show us that our lives can
be used with power.

Moses was found as a shepherd and God wanted to use him just as he was. He would have to
pastor a much bigger flock. No longer would this flock be made of sheep but of people; people that
formed the people of God. The only thing that we need to serve God is what we have in our hands.

Optional Activity 1: Ask the students to draw a picture of Moses with a staff that transforms into
a snake.

Optional Activity 2: Ask the students to use the clay to make a figure of Moses with a staff that
transforms into a snake.

Optional Activity 3: Have the students write or draw things that God has given them or their
families: cars, a soccer ball, a doll. Draw or describe how they could be used to serve God.

Conclusion

Life is always full of great experiences, some more painful than others but every experience
teaches us something that we will not be able to forget. God gave us the opportunity to learn school
works, to develop abilities, to live in a particular place, to study something in particular and many
more things. All these things are like having a staff in our hands. When God calls us and shows us
His plan, He knows that we are able to do it because He has prepared us on the road of life for the
work that we have to do. Perhaps we never imagined that these experiences in our life could be
useful some day, but in the Kingdom of God the most insignificant thing such as a staff, is able to
be powerfully used by God to divide a sea or have water flow from a rock.

You may be small, but God loves you and can use you powerfully in His Kingdom. You only have
to believe and put all that you have in God's hands because this is a great treasure.

Close with prayer.
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Disciples Treasure Hunt
Discipulos Buscando Tesoros

Elijah and the widow of Zarephath
Day Two 4 year old - K

THEME: God blesses those who act with faith.
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 17:(1-7) 8-16
MEMORY VERSE: "The jar of meal was not emptied neither did the jug of oil fail,
according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.” 1 Kings
17:16
Objective The students will learn that the widow of Zarephath, though she saw she
had little to share, was blessed by God for her faithful hospitality.
Learning Goals Students will learn that:
e Elijah was a prophet of God; that prophets were God's chosen
messengers.

¢ When we are obedient, God provides.

e Elijah's time away hiding was a time to strengthen his trust in God,
bigger challenges were coming in Elijah's life.

e Elijah's and the widow's view of God were not always the same. Elijah
helped the widow come to know God.

Preparation e Read I Kings 17 to know the basic story of Elijah and the widow.

e Pray that God will work through you to reach the children you teach;
pray that He will give you patience, wisdom, and joy as you share His
word. Pray for the students you will be working with, that the Holy
Spirit will open their hearts and minds o today's lesson.

e Read through the “true/false/not in story" list to be sure that you
know the correct answers for this activity.

e Rehearse presenting the lesson to time the length of each section.

Material e Small soft ball

e Plain box with enough crackers in it for each child to have a couple

e Two jars, one with a little flour, one with a little water

e Drawing paper

e Crayonhs

Introduction

Greet everyone. Explain that you have a small ball in your hands so you can talk and
everyone else can listen. Whoever has the ball in their hands is the one who speaks and the others
are quiet and listen. Pass the ball around and ask the children to say their names and their favorite
foods. Using the ball helps young children take turns.

One of the things that young children are learning is how to share. Sharing is not easy if
there is only a little and it looks like all the children may not be included. Have a plain box with
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enough crackers in it for each person to have several. Pull one out and tell the class that is all you
have and give it to a child. Wait for their reaction. Then ask someone else, "Do you want one? All
you have to do is ask for it.” Get a cracker out and give it to the first child who asks. You may have
to repeat this before the children catch on and begin asking for crackers. Talk about how they felt
when they thought they were not going to get a cracker but other children did have crackers.

Studying the Bible passage

God told Elijah to go to Zarephath and look for a certain widow because God had told the
widow to give Elijah food and drink. When he found her, she was gathering firewood. Elijah asked
her for a drink of water and something to eat. She said that she only had enough to make a little
meal for herself and her son, and they would never have anything to eat again. Elijah told her not
to worry, that if she would make him a small biscuit, there would always be plenty of food for her
and her son. God had told Elijah that this would be so. The widow shared her little bit of food and
they all had plenty to eat for days. The jar of meal and the jug of oil were never empty.

Use two jars to tell the story. Put a little flour in one and a little water in another. Show
the children how Elijah could take a drink from one jar. Look in the jars when the widow says there
is only enough for one last meal, and look in them again when you tell how the jars are never going to
be empty.

Reflecting on the Bible passage

Elijah had faith. He believed God when God said there would always be enough food. The widow
had faith in Elijah when he said God asked the widow to share her small amount of food, and when
she did, the supply of food would never run out.

Faith is belief in something that is real and frue, but hard to explain. You can start by talking about
God. We believe in God even though we cannot see God. Ask the children to stand in a circle and
hold hands. Tell them that God is here with them. Ask them to raise their hands up high. Is God
still here? They will answer, “"Yes\" Ask them to turn around. Is God still here? When we close our
eyes? When we put our hands on our heads? Reinforce the belief that God is here - that is faith.

Now ask them to sit in a circle on the floor. Put a Bible in the middle of the circle. Ask everyone to
look at it. Then tell them to close their eyes. Say,"Without opening your eyes, can you tell me if
the Bible is in the circle." They will say, “*Yes." Ask, “"How do you know that?" They will answer
because they saw it there. So even without seeing the Bible, they had faith it was there.

Keep emphasizing that faith is belief that something is true, but not always seen. Did Elijah see
God? No, but he had faith. Did the widow hear God? No, but she also had faith when she shared
what she thought was the last of her food.

Applying the Bible passage to our life

(Choose one or both)

1 Give the children paper and crayons. Ask them to draw pictures of things they can share,

like food and toys.

2 Using a child who will be the voice of God, and puppets representing Elijah and the widow,
tell the story. Repeat it as many times as needed so everyone has a turn.
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Memory verse is 1 Kings 15 paraphrased "Everyone ate for many days.”

Conclusion

Remind the students that God wants us to share, especially when we only have a little.

Offer a closing prayer.
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Disciples Treasure Hunt
Discipulos Buscando Tesoros

Mary Anoints Jesus
Day Four 4yr old - K

THEME: God welcomes our heart-felt worship
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 12:1-8

MEMORY VERSE: "Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed
Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with
the fragrance of the perfume.” John 12:3

Objective The students will learn that Mary's anointing, though criticized by some,
was an act of worship which Jesus welcomed. What are some ways we can
express our love for God in worship?

Learning Goals To learn how to worship God.
Preparation e Read John 12:1-8.
e Practice telling the story

Material e Small soft ball
e Things with nice smells, like flowers, perfume, scented candles
e Poster board
e Drawing paper
e Crayons

Introduction

Greet everyone. Explain that you have a small ball in your hands so you can talk and
everyone else can listen. Whoever has the ball in their hands is the one who speaks and the others
are quiet and listen. Pass the ball around and ask the children to say their names. Ask them to also
tell about what it is like in their homes when they have friends and family come to dinner. Do they
do anything special? Serve different food? Eat at a different table? Using the ball helps young
children take turns.

Let the children sniff the things you have with nice smells. Ask the children to name other
things that smell good. Ask them why it is nice to have good smelling things in our homes. Talk
about why we try to keep bad smelling things away from us. Ask them if a special guest was coming
to their house, which nice smell would they want and why.

Studying the Bible passage
Six days before Passover, Jesus went to Bethany to have dinner at the home of Lazarus, Martha,

and Mary. Mary took a pound of expensive perfume, put it on the feet of Jesus, and wiped it with
her hair. The whole house was filled with the nice smell of the perfume. Judas, one of the disciples,
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said this was a waste of money, that the money should have been spent on the poor. Jesus said to
Judas, "Leave her alone. I will not always be around for Mary to do this for me."

Talk about why washing and perfuming feet was done in the time of Jesus. Ask the children what
would happen if people walked in sandals on dusty and dirty roads. So just like we hang up guest
coats to welcome them, in those times a host would be sure guests had their feet washed.
Anointing the feet with perfume was not unusual, but the fact that it was very expensive perfume
and Mary wiped the feet of Jesus with her hair - that is the special part in this story.

Tell the story by asking children to take the parts of Jesus, Martha (who was cooking the dinner),
and Mary. Tell it several times so everyone has a chance for a part.

Reflecting on the Bible passage

Worship is an expression of our faith. In worship we praise God, sing to God, tell stories about God,
and pray to God. Ask the class to tell you about their worship experiences. What kind of a building
do they worship in? Do they begin by greeting and welcoming each other? Do they have a choir or
band? Talk about worship as a community experience, something everyone who believes in God
participates in together. Talk about our worship rooms as special places - rooms we keep neat and
clean. Talk about coming to church as individuals and as families, o be with people who are also
there to worship. Do we wear our best clothes? Do we try to be on our best behavior?

If you can walk around the building, take the class to your worship space. Point out things they may
see - a cross, hymnbooks, Bibles. Then take them outside to a grassy area and sit down. Ask them
if they can worship there too. Can they sing, pray, and tell Bible stories outside? Of course -
anywhere we are can be a place of worship.

Applying the Bible passage to our life
Choose one or both

1. Pretend that you are preparing for a special guest. Ask the children to sit around the
poster board. Using crayons or markers, draw a plate in front of each child. Ask them to draw
their own spoons, forks, napkins, and any other decorations they want, like flowers in the center or
designs on the “tablecloth.”

2. Ask everyone to stand facing you. Play “Getting ready for church." Ask the children to
imitate you as you pretend to
Wake up and stretch

Comb your hair

Brush your teeth

Put on your favorite shirt and button it up

Put on your best pair of pants

Put on your socks and Sunday shoes

Get a coat and fancy hat...if it's raining, an umbrella

Get in a line and pretend to walk to church.
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Memory verse is John 3 paraphrased "Mary took ...perfume ..., anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped them
with her hair."

Conclusion

Remind the students that when we worship God, we should be at our best.

Close the class with prayer.
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Disciples Treasure Hunt
Discipulos Buscando Tesoros

The Widow offers two coins
Day Five 4yr old - K

THEME: God knows our hearts
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 12:41-44

MEMORY VERSE: "Then he called his disciples and said to them: 'Truly I tell you, this poor

widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury.’
Mark 12:43

Objective Through the story of the offerings, the student will understand why Jesus
said that the widow's of fering of two coins was “"more than all the others”.
Consequently, he/she will reorient his/her priorities toward the Kingdom of

Christ.
Preparation e Let's pray and ask for the Holy Spirit's direction and work in the
students.

e Pray for yourself, that you'll be a facilitating teacher for the students.

e  Who are your students? Have they had an encounter with Jesus?

e Have your Bible on hand and read from it directly.

e Let's reflect: What is this passage telling me? How can I apply it to my
life?

e Read the "Biblical and Cultural Background” section. Read Exodus 22:22,
Deuteronomy 27:19, Psalm 146:9, Isaiah 1:17, and James 1:27.

e Organize your time well.

Material e 2 pennies.

e Anold black veil. A robe.

e Shiny gold paper in the shape of coins of various sizes.

e Two jewelry boxes (boxes) for offerings.

e Two-inch poster board circles with the number 1 written on it.

e Paper and colored pencils for drawing the widow giving her offering.

Biblical and Cultural Background.

e Since ancient times it has been a tradition to give offerings to God. The church is the
perfect place to worship God with these offerings. God commanded His people to give
offerings.

e The people who lived in this time period knew that widows occupied a vulnerable place in
society. That is why the Scriptures talk about the need for caring for them. See Exodus
22.22, Deuteronomy 27:19, Psalm 146.9, Isaiah 1:17, and James 1:27.

e Jesus had said previously that the most important part of the law is to love God and others.
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Introduction

Welcome the children.

Prayer giving thanks for all the children and the many blessings that we receive.

Pass around the attendance list and verify that everyone has a name tag.

Review the theme and the memory verse. (You can say, "Today we're going to learn a lesson
about how to give offerings.”)

Ask the children to take their offering and direct them to present it to God, having them
form a line. The children will deposit their offerings as they sing "I Give My Little Heart to
Christ”. (Consider giving some coins to any students who have not brought an offering so
that everyone has the opportunity to offer something.)

Ask. Do you think what we've done is important? Does Jesus accept our offerings?

Studying the Bible passage

1

o

Read the passage with the class helper working with you. One person will read the
evangelist’s narrator lines and the other will read the words of Jesus. (Dios Habla Hoy-God
Speaks Today)

Give each child some coins made from the shiny paper.

Involve everyone in acting out the scene at the temple. Jesus, 12 disciples, the widow, and
the people. Act out the story.

Ask questions. What were the people doing at the temple? Is it right to demonstrate
gratitude to God by giving Him of ferings?

Offerings are an important part of praising God. It's an important way o demonstrate that
we love Him. Each time a person went to the temple he was expected fo bring his offering.
There were rich people and poor people. The rich people put many coins in the offering.
Alternate Presentation. You could do the presentation with hand puppets on television. Do
the reading the same way from point one, then proceed to "Turn On the Television” (see
attachment).

Reflecting on the Bible passage

Who sat in front of where the offerings were given? Who gave more, the rich people or the
widow? Who said that the widow had given more than everyone? Have the students think
and participate.

Did both offerings make Jesus happy? Why did He use the widow as an example?

Have another teacher be in the role of Jesus, dressed in a robe.

The teacher playing Jesus calls the children and says, "That widow has given more than
everyone else, because being poor, she gave everything she had, and she didn't have any
more money in her house.”

Why do you think the widow gave everything she had? Was Jesus right in saying she gave
the most?

Explair.
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=  Even though the people gave more and the widow gave only two small coins,
that offering was worth more to Jesus because the widow showed her faith
by giving the little she had.

= The widow, being poor, gave all her money. This should be a good example of
how to love God.

Applying the Bible passage to our life

e Jesus took His disciples to the temple to teach them.

e This time He taught them how they should give offerings and who should be first in all that
we do.

e When God blesses your dad and he gives you spending money, what should you think about
first?

e Of course! First we should be thankful o God. One way of thanking Him is watching what
the widow did.

e She went to the temple and took her offering. It wasn't much, but it demonstrated her love
for God. The story isn't about who gives more money-it's about trusting in God more than in
material things.

e The disciples learned that the most important thing is fo love God and put Him first; this is
a useful lesson for you and for me.

e When we put God first, we become disciples who have found a true treasure.

e Putting God first results in a happy life, and we won't be lacking anything.

e Ask the students to make a drawing of the widow putting her two coins in the offering.

Conclusion

e Jesus teaches us that we should trust God, and giving our offerings is one way of showing
that. When we do this, we should put Him first.

e Each time you go to church, remember that Jesus sees you and knows what's in your heart.

e The most important thing is love and gratitude in your heart.

Pass out the medals and tell the children that they're going to give it away in pairs. Say:
"Disciple, the treasure is loving Jesus and putting Him first."
The child who receives it can get down on one knee and bow his head,
After he receives it, he'll say, "Amen”, and the two may hug. Each child should receive his or
her "treasure’.

Say a prayer of commitment, which the students will repeat solemnly.
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Hand puppets and flat-screen TV

e Flat-screen. A flat-screen TV can be simulated using a cardboard box, mounting it on a table
so that it can be used for acting. The people acting should be out of sight; only the hand
puppets should be seen.

e Characters. Program host, Jesus, the widow, people giving offerings, and some disciples. 3
people acting with both hands is enough.

¢ Hand puppets. Use socks to put on over the hand to simulate the mouth. Give it eyes, a
nose, hands, and, if you like, a different-colored turban for the head.

e A jewelry box or container for offerings.

e A teacher uses the remote to turn on the TV.

e A hand puppet does the presentation of the series, "Little Stories to Remember.

e The presentation is given by a biblical narrator who explains the plot.

Example.- Today I am going to tell you about the discovery that Andrew and his friends
made. Andrew was with 11 friends, and one day they found themselves in the temple. (They
can come into the temple in a group, talking). Jesus went with them. That was the scene. In
the temple, people brought offerings and put them in a box. Jesus sat down (simulate and
make the hand puppet talk).

(Have the hand puppets deposit their offerings). It was impressive. There were people that
took a long time to put in their offerings, because they had so much (keep putting money in).

But a widow arrived. She was poor and walked slowly. She passed by and put 2 small coins in
the offering (act out).

(Have Jesus talk and give the teaching): Look at the people who have brought offerings.
There are some who have given much, but this widow only gave 2 small coins. But..she has
given more than everyone else.

(Disciples) More than everyone else?

(Jesus) Yes, more than everyone else, because everyone gave what they had leftover, but
the widow gave everything she had.

(The disciples act surprised)
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