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Presbiterio Norte de Quintana Roo
Present:

Vacation Bible School

Class: 4" to 6" Grade
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Disciples Treasure Hunt

Discipulos Buscando Tesoros

Moses and his staff
Day One 4™ - 6™ Grade

THEME: God gives us the tools to serve.
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 4:1-5 (6-17)

MEMORY VERSE: "Take this staff in your hand so you can perform miraculous signs
with it" Exodus 4:17 (NIV)

Objective Students will learn that when we serve God faithfully, we can accomplish
extraordinary feats.
Preparation e Ask for the Lord's direction in the planning process as you

understand the class and share the lesson in words that children
will understand.

¢ Read the Bible story and the context of the life of Moses. (Exodus
1-4)

e Have creative and attractive visual aids to complement the text
that will draw in the students’ attention. (You can use different
types of visuals such as pictures of animals, trees, etc.)

e Invite the children to come to the class.

Material e Anillustration that represents a pastor (his clothes, a small bag,
his sandals, his staff) to stick on to the flannel board.

e A staff (look for one similar to what shepherds use)

e A costume for someone to play Moses in the class

e Pictures that represent the king (crown, scepter, cape, etc.) fo
stick on the flannel board.

e A flannel board

e Materials for students to make a picture of Moses and his staff
(optional)

e Clay for the students o make a figure of Moses with his staff
(optional)

Introduction

It is the first day of VBS and you need to welcome everyone and make a list of all the
students who come.

Present the general theme of the week and the name of the first lesson. The teachers need
to introduce themselves so that the children know who they are.

At this time present the memory verse. You can have them learn it by doing various physical
activities such as jumping only on one foot, seating down, having just the boys say it or just the
girls, etc.
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Studying the Bible passage

NOTE: While the teacher is teaching someone should be in front of the class dressed up as Moses
for the children to see him. Moses could narrate the story in the first person. The other flanne/
board figures should be visible while the teacher is giving the lesson as well.

In this chapter of the Bible the calling of Moses is presented, but in order to know the
story of this Biblical person that begins in chapter one, we will have to find out why he is in this
place.

First, Moses was born during a critical time for the Hebrew people, because during this time
not only were they slaves to the Egyptians, but also there was an order to kill all the Hebrew baby
boys that were born. God in his sovereignty was able to control history and instead of allowing
Moses to die, he allowed him to be rescued by Pharaoh's daughter; this allowed Moses to be able to
have a good education in the palace, but in addition, the person that they arranged to take care of
the baby was his very own mother and this allowed him to be able to know the story of the Hebrew
people.

When Moses was older he committed a crime by killing an Egyptian, and fled from the city in
fear and arrived in a shepherd community. Moses married one of the women from there and stayed
there to live and work as a shepherd. Here no one knew him and it was a good place to hide from the
Egyptians.

Moses knew many things because he had been educated in the palace as a prince, but now he
only had his clothes, like the ones shepherds used and a staff that was necessary for his job.

Reflecting on the Bible passage

One day, like many others, Moses left to take his sheep to the field to graze since this was
his job. This new life was very peaceful, but what he never imagined was that someone knew where
he was. The Scriptures tells us that one day he saw something that caught his attention: a bush
that burned but was not consumed. He got closer to it and a voice talked to him. It was the voice of
God who had always been taking care of Moses. God showed himself to Moses through the burning
bush and lets him know what he was supposed to do.

Moses had fled because he had committed a crime and the Egyptians were looking for him in
Egypt, but there was someone more interested in him, and this was God who looked for him, called
him and showed him his plan. In the past, God had given a promise of freedom to his people and the
Hebrews had longed that this could become a reality for they were tired of being Egyptian slaves.
Thus God had chosen Moses so that through him he would free his people. God knew what he had
done, that Moses stuttered and would give him many excuses, but even so, God not only was willing
to forgive him but also to use him in great ways. When God showed him that his plan was for him to
return to Egypt to confront Pharaoh and free his people, Moses definitely rejected the idea and
felt incapable o do it. In other words he told God: NO. Moses was at work, had his shepherd's
clothing on and his shepherd's staff and God told him that he didn't need it anything more except to
believe in Him as God and obey him and he will show his power through a simple staff in this hands.

Read Exodus 4:1-5 to the students.
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Ask the students the following questions:
*  Where did Moses originally come from?
e Why did Moses live in a place far away from the Egyptians?
*  What would God like Moses to do?
*  What did God change the staff into? And what did He turn it back into when Moses took it
again?

Applying the Bible passage to our life

(At this time the children take the illustrations of the characters and come to the front to
stick them on in the correct places with the King on one side and Moses on the other so that they
see that God can use even the most simple person.)

The children can share among the things that they have at their reach. Tell them that God
is able to use them to be a blessing. For example, they can cheer up a poor child who doesn't have a
toy by giving him one of their toys that they no longer play with, or they could give clothing that
they no longer wear to a child who is cold, or they could give shoes to a child who's bare foot, etc.
God is always interested in human beings: so much so that he will look for us no matter if he has to
go to the end of the earth, and when he finds us he calls us and show us that our lives can be used
with power.

Moses was found as a shepherd and God wanted to use him just as he was. He would have to
pastor a much bigger flock. No longer would this flock be made of sheep but of people; people that
formed the people of God. The only thing that we need to serve God is what we have in our hands.

Optional Activity 1: Ask the students to draw a picture of Moses with a staff that transforms into
a snake.

Optional Activity 2: Ask the students to use the clay to make a figure of Moses with a staff that
transforms into a snake.

Optional Activity 3: Have the students write or draw things that God has given them or their
families: cars, a soccer ball, a doll. Draw or describe how they could be used to serve God.

Conclusion

Life is always full of great experiences, some more painful than others but every experience
teaches us something that we will not be able to forget. God gave us the opportunity to learn school
works, to develop abilities, to live in a particular place, to study something in particular and many
more things. All these things are like having a staff in our hands. When God calls us and shows us
His plan, He knows that we are able to do it because He has prepared us on the road of life for the
work that we have to do. Perhaps we never imagined that these experiences in our life could be
useful some day, but in the Kingdom of God the most insignificant thing such as a staff, is able to
be powerfully used by God to divide a sea or have water flow from a rock.

You may be small, but God loves you and can use you powerfully in His Kingdom. You only have
to believe and put all that you have in God's hands because this is a great treasure.

Close with prayer.
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Disciples Treasure Hunt
Discipulos Buscando Tesoros

Elijah and the widow of Zarephath
Day Two 4™ - 6™ Grade

THEME: God blesses those who act with faith.
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 17:(1-7) 8-16
MEMORY VERSE: "The jar of meal was not emptied neither did the jug of oil fail,
according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.” 1 Kings
17:16
Objective The students will learn that the widow of Zarephath, though she saw she
had little to share, was blessed by God for her faithful hospitality.
Learning Goals Students will learn that:
e Elijah was a prophet of God; that prophets were God's chosen
messengers.

¢ When we are obedient, God provides.

e Elijah's time away hiding was a time to strengthen his trust in God,
bigger challenges were coming in Elijah's life.

e Elijah's and the widow's view of God were not always the same. Elijah
helped the widow come to know God.

Preparation e Read I Kings 17 to know the basic story of Elijah and the widow.

e Pray that God will work through you to reach the children you teach;
pray that He will give you patience, wisdom, and joy as you share His
word. Pray for the students you will be working with, that the Holy
Spirit will open their hearts and minds o today's lesson.

e Read through the “true/false/not in story" list to be sure that you
know the correct answers for this activity.

e Rehearse presenting the lesson to time the length of each section.

Material e Aclay jar that could hold wheat flour, and a clay jar or pitcher that
could hold oil.

e True/false/not in story paddles. These are made by using 3-inch red,
green, and yellow construction paper circles (red for false, green for
true, yellow for "not in story".) You can tape them to popsicle sticks,
or children can just use the paper circles. Each child will need one
circle of each color for this activity. It's more effective if the word
“true” is written on the green circle, the word “false" on the red
circle, and the phrase "not in story” (or just the initials) written on the

yellow circle.
e Worksheets, pencils
e Bibles

e Index cards, each with one word of the memory verse written on it.
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Introduction

Greet children as they arrive. Be sure to particularly welcome new students

Be sure each child is wearing a nametag.

Open with a brief prayer (or invite one of the students to open with prayer)

Introduce today's memory verse: I Kings 17:16. If possible write the verse on a white
board or chalkboard and have students begin by reading it. Repeat several times, each time erasing
two or three of the words until the students can recite the passage by memory. If no chalkboard is
available, write each word on its own index card and display that way, removing a couple of the
cards each time you read through the verse.

Ask:

Do you think it would be fun to be able to predict what God is going to do in the future?
Why/why not?

Can anyone tell me what a prophet is? (Accept answers, and then tell the group what a
prophet is: a person used to God to reveal God's plans or messages)

Studying the Bible passage

Say:

Today I'm going to tell you the story of the prophet Elijah, a king, some birds, a widow, and her
son. This is a true story that happened to real people, and it's in a book of the Bible called 1st
Kings.

When I say that Elijah was a prophet, I mean that God used Elijah o reveal to people the plans
that God had for them, and how God wanted His people to behave. Elijah's name means "The Lord
is my God", and that's the way Elijah lived his life—putting God first. God asked Elijah to move
around a lot—from his original home to Kerith, then to Zarephath. That was a LOT of moving
around back in a time when most people lived in the same place for their entire lives and only
traveled a few miles away at most. Every ftime God sent Elijah to a new place, Elijah became
stronger and smarter and better at serving God and communicating God's message. It was a hard
life for Elijah, but he loved God and wanted to serve God in any way that he could.

In this story, God sent Elijah to visit a widow. A widow is a woman whose husband has died. The
widow in this story was very poor, and was a Gentile, which means that she was not a Jew, not one of
God's Chosen People. Here's what happened:

A long time ago, in a country far from here, a boy lived with his mother.

Their land was not good farmland. It looked worthless; it was mostly sand. Trees and crops only
grew near rivers and creeks.

In that country of Sidon they worshiped the false god Baal. One day, King Ahab of the Israel,
where Elijah lived, married a queen from Sidon and king Ahab quit believing in the one true God. He
even built altars to Baal - this false idol -- and he worshiped Baal. God became very angry because
King Ahab was leading God's people away from God. God sent many prophets to tell Ahab that he
must quit worshiping Baal but Ahab did not listen.
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Finally God told the prophet Elijah to go to Ahab. Elijah didn't get to say "God says to quit idol
worship.” He had to tell Ahab that God was going to stop the rain until Ahab quit worshiping Baal;
they would be without rain for at least three years. Elijah did as God said.

Ask:
How do you think the king reacted? What would you do if you were Elijah and had made the king
VERY angry? (hide, stay away from the king, etc.)

That is what Elijah thought, too. God even told him a good place to hide, beside a creek east of
the Jordan river. God arranged for a raven, a big black bird, to bring Elijah bread and meat every
morning and every evening. He had water in the creek to drink. Where do you suppose that the
raven got the bread and meat? I have no idea where the raven got the food, but if God can tell a
raven to deliver food twice a day, then I know that God can take care of mel

What do you think Elijah did while he was hiding?
Did he wonder what God would want him to do next?
Did he continue to trust God?

You're probably thinking that I have forgotten that this story is about a boy and his mom, but I
haven't. After a while the creek where Elijah got his water dried up, because it had not rained. The
Bible does not say that Elijah was worried and complained to God. It tells us that God came to
Elijah and said, "I have found another place for you to live. T have commanded someone to take care
of you."

Elijah no longer had water so God probably wouldn't expect him to walk very far to this new
place - right?

But, Elijah had to walk 50 miles to his next safe place, Zarephath. That's probably farther than
any of us has ever walked at one time in our whole lives! Elijah must have gotten really, really
thirsty—remember, this was a dry, sandy part of the country. The first thing Elijah did when he
got there was to ask for a drink of water.

Now T'll tell you what happened with the widow and her son, the way the son (a boy about your
age) might have told it: (Note to teacher: You can use a hand puppet of a boy to tell this story
with the younger students if you'd like).

(Speaking as the boy): «<Things were really bad at my house, we were almost out of food.
Everybody was having trouble, but because my dad died last year we were more poor than our
neighbors and we didn't have as much grain in our storage jars as they did. Our jug of oil was almost
empty, it didn't even slosh. Mom tried to be cheerful but I'm pretty smart and I knew she was
worried.

Every day mom would go get a little water from the well and pick up dry sticks o make a fire to
cook our food. It wasn't hard for her to find dry sticks, everything was dry, and she didn't need to
find very many sticks because we didn't have much to cook.

One day a traveler was at the well. Mom said he looked very tired and he was covered with dust.

He asked her for a drink of water because he did not have a bucket to get water out of the well.
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Then he asked for bread. I fold you that mom was really worried. She said that she got really upset
and told him that with God as her witness "I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in jar, and a
little oil in a jug." She continued by telling him, "Actually I'm gathering a few sticks so I can cook
one more meal for my son and myself - then we will starve to death.”

Boy, I knew things were bad but she hadn't told me that we had only enough food for .. one
more meal.

The dusty stranger told mom not to worry, that God would provide. Boy, he must have been out
in the sun too long; that didn't make any sense. Again he asked her to make a small piece of bread
for him FIRST, then make bread for us. Finally mom said she would bake it for him because God has
told us to be kind to travelers.

Then he told her something amazing! This man said that God promised that our jar of meal and
our jug of oil will never be empty until God sends rain. She made bread for him and bread for us.

Mom said that the stranger could stay in our extra room on the roof. His name was Elijah. The
neighbors didn't trust him and they wondered why we didn't run out of meal and oil.

T liked him; he had been many places. He even had seen King Ahab. It was fun to have someone
in our house to tell stories.

One day I got very, very sick. I remember being sick but my mom told me what happened next.
Mom said that I quit breathing. You know how moms get really upset when their kids need help and
no one is helping? My mom yelled at Elijah and said that me being sick was his fault, that he had told
God to punish my mother by making me sick. Some of the people in our town thought that God does
that.

Elijah got really upset, picked me up and took me o the room where he stayed. Mom could hear
that Elijah yelled at God asking why I had gotten so sick that I died. Then he prayed. The next
thing I know I open my eyes and there he was looking at me, smiling.

GOD LISTENED. I started to breathe again. I remember Elijah picking me up and taking me
down to my mother, I wondered how I had gotten to his room on the roof. He was so excited. He
said to Mom, "See he is alive." Mom cried and fold Elijah that he truly was a prophet of the Lord. I
knew that Elijah was a prophet; mom did too. But she must have forgotten when she was upset
about me being dead.

Elijah stayed with us a while longer. One day he told us that God had another job for him to do
but we shouldn't worry. We would still have meal and oil until it rained. About a week after he left it
rained. We heard that he was in a contest to prove that our God is most powerful. Elijah and God
won, the prophets of Baal lost - but that is another story.>>
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Reflecting on the Bible passage

Say:
Let's talk about the story a bit:

Emotion questions
e How do you think Elijah felt when God told him he had to go to a new town again? (
e How do you think the widow felt when Elijah asked her to share with him the very small
amount of food she had left?
e How do you think the boy felt when God's power brought him back to life?
Fact questions
e Why did Elijah travel to Zarephath? (because God told him to.)
e Why had the brook or river dried up? (because there had been no rain in the land)
e Did the flour and oil run out while Elijah was staying with the woman and her son? (No)
Story review questions
e When the widow's son got sick and died, what did Elijah do? (He cried out o the Lord and
asked him to bring the boy back to life?)
e How did God answer Elijah's cries for help with the boy? (God brought the boy back to life.)
e What did the widow say about Elijah after her son was brought back to life? (She said that
Elijah truly was a man of God and that God spoke through Elijah).
Application questions
e Who should we give credit for our talents, abilities? (God)
e When we are in need, what should we do? (pray to God and trust him to provide for us)
e What should we do when it seems like God wants us to do something that will be really
difficult, like when He wanted the widow to share the last of her food? (We should be
obedient and trust that God knows what's best for us).

Applying the Bible passage to our life

Review Game: True or False

The purpose of this game is to review the story and separate facts from fiction in a fun way. The
teacher will read a list of statements. Some statements are true, some are false, and some may be
true but were not in the story. After each statement, students will stand on one side of the room
if they think the statement is true, and the opposite side of the room if they think the story is
false (make sure to hold up the frue sign with a smiley face on the “true” side of the room and a
false sign with a frown face on it for the “false” side of the room).

Statements:

Elijah was a prophet of the Lord (T)

Elijah made his living as a carpenter (F)

Elijah made King Ahab angry by telling him that it wouldn't rain for the next few years (T)
Elijah traveled to Bethlehem (F)

Elijah met a widow in Zarephath and asked her to make him some bread (T)

The widow refused to make Elijah any bread because she didn't have much flour and oil left) (F)
Elijah stayed at the house of the widow and her son for a while (T)

After a short time, the flour and oil ran out and they had no bread (F)

The widow's son got ill and died (T)

The widow was angry with Elijah and said that it was Elijah's fault that her son had died (T)
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Elijah ran away when he saw that the boy had died (F)

Elijah prayed and asked God to bring the boy back to life (T)
God brought the widow's son back to life (T)

The widow was still angry and told Elijah that he was a liar. (F)

Conclusion

Review the memory verse: I Kings 17:16. Have children try fo recite it from memory.

Ask: How do you think this memory verse fits with today's lesson? (accept answers)

Say: We've learned about how God sent Elijah o communicate with King Ahab, and that God
protected Elijah when the King was angry with him. We learned that God sent Elijah to the widow
of Zarephath and that God used Elijah to show the widow that God is good.

God wants us to be obedient to Him and to have faith that He will watch over us and guide us
according to His plans for us, just like he did with Elijah.

Let's close with a prayer: (you can either pray yourself or ask for a volunteer. Pray for God's

guidance, pray for patience and faithfulness, pray that God will bless the students with strength
and the ability to do His work in the world.)
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Worksheet

Are these statements True, False or Not in the Story?

Elijah was a prophet of the Lord

Elijah made his living as a carpenter

Elijah made King Ahab angry by telling him that it wouldn’t rain for the next few years
Elijah traveled to Bethlehem

Elijah met a widow in Zarephath and asked her to make him some bread

The widow refused to make Eljjah any bread because she didnt have much flour and oil left)
Elijah stayed at the house of the widow and her son for a while

After a short time, the flour and oil ran out and they had no bread

The widow's son got ill and died

The widow was angry with Elijah and said that it was Elijah’s fault that her son had died
Elijah ran away when he saw that the boy had died

Elijah prayed and asked God to bring the boy back to life

God brought the widow's son back to life

The widow was still angry and told Eljjah that he was a liar.
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Disciples Treasure Hunt
Discipulos Buscando Tesoros

Mary Anoints Jesus
Day Four 4™ - 6™ Grade

THEME: God welcomes our heart-felt worship
BIBLE PASSAGE: John 12:1-8

MEMORY VERSE: "Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed
Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with
the fragrance of the perfume.” John 12:3

Objective The students will learn that Mary's anointing, though criticized by some,
was an act of worship which Jesus welcomed. This lesson will explore
some ways we can express our love for God in worship, individually and

together.
Learning Goals To learn how to worship God.
Preparation e Read John 12:1-8.

e Practice telling the story

Material e Bible,

e Quick drying clay

e Toothpicks

e Ribbon

e Fresh aromatic herbs that are easily accessible in grocery or Wal-
mart (basil, rosemary, thyme) or dried lavender (available at natural
food stores or farmer's market)

e Small bottle of oil.

e Props-spoon, scarf, jar of fragrant body cream, cape or shawl and
change purse.

Introduction

Greet children as they arrive. Be sure to particularly welcome new students

Be sure each child is wearing a nametag.

Introduce yourself and tell a little about yourself (be sure to introduce any classroom
assistants as well, if they're not known to the students)

Open with a brief prayer (or invite one of the students to open with prayer)

Introduce today's memory verse: John 12:3. If possible write the verse on a white board
or chalkboard and have students begin by reading it. Repeat several times, each time erasing two or
three of the words until the students can recite the passage by memory. If no chalkboard is
available, write each word on its own index card and display that way, removing a couple of the
cards each time you read through the verse.
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For your information, nard is a flowering plant that when crushed produces an essential oil
with intense aroma. Anointing with perfumed oil was practiced by the Hebrews at special times, as
a means of showing blessing, for example. The teacher setting the stage for the story will help the
students prepare for the lesson by gathering in circle groups as if sharing a meal around the table.

Studying the Bible passage

Begin by introducing the characters in John 12:1-8, as if they are guests joining you around the
table: Say “"Martha and Mary are here, who are sisters (and by the way Martha fixed the meal
today), their brother Lazarus (did you know that Jesus just raised Lazarus from the dead?), Jesus
is here and his disciples-this one is Judas."

Read John 12:1-8, through once. The second time, have the students act out the story as it is read.
You can hand props to the students as each character is first mentioned.: i.e. a spoon to Martha, the
Jar to Mary, a cape for Lazarus, a head scarf for Jesus and a change purse for Judas.

You may want to read it again and let other students have a turn with the props.

Reflecting on the Bible passage

Begin by introducing the characters in John 12:1-8, as if they are guests joining you around
the table: Say "Martha and Mary are here, who are sisters (and by the way Martha fixed the meal
today), their brother Lazarus (did you know that Jesus just raised Lazarus from the dead?), Jesus
is here and his disciples-this one is Judas.”

Read John 12:1-8, through once. The second time, have the students act out the story as it
is read. You can hand props to the students as each character is first mentioned.: i.e. a spoon to
Martha, the jar to Mary, a cape for Lazarus, a head scarf for Jesus and a change purse for Judas.

You may want to read it again and let other students have a turn with the props.

Who was Jesus eating with? (his friends and his disciples)

How do you think Mary felt about Jesus? (grateful for saving Lazarus, worshipful because
of who Jesus was, full of love...)

How did Mary show how she felt? (she anointed Jesus’ feet with expensive perfume and
wiped them with her hair)

Why would she use perfume so precious? (Mary was showing Jesus extravagant love, it was
an act of worship, she was bringing her very best to Jesus)

Can you think of a time in Jesus' life when he received other expensive gifts? (At his birth
in Bethlehem, the three wise men brought him gold, frankincense and myrrh, because they
recognized him as the Messiah and came to worship him).

Applying the Bible passage to our life

Point of view exercise: Have the students pair off and practice sitting at each other’s feet. How
does the person sitting feel? (Humble). Now close your eyes and imagine yourself kneeling before
God. Imagine that you want to worship God by bringing him your very best. What is the very best
heart-felt gift that you can bring God?

Worshipping God from the heart means coming to God with joy and gratitude, offering our very
best, whether though singing, dancing, playing an instrument, or putting God first in our lives. We
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can each bring our very best gifts to God, and we also can worship God together as a church family
blending our hearts, hands and voices.

Ask the class:
How do we worship God in church?
What part of worship do you like the best?
What part do you think God likes the best and why?

Activity Options:

Option #1
*Teach them the "Father, I adore you" song (use the same movements for each verse)

Father, I adore you (point upward, touch your heart and point upward)
Lay my life before you (Spread your hand from left to right in front of you)
How I love you (point to self, trace a heart with your index fingers and point upward)

Jesus, I adore you
Lay my life before you
How I love you

Spirit, I adore you
Lay my life before you
How I love you
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Option #2

* Using a small palm sized amount of quick drying clay for each student, have them form a heart
with it. They can then use a toothpick to make an indented cross on the surface of the clay and
pierce a small hole at the top of the heart, and place a ribbon through it. Tell them the heart
reminds them to bring their very best heart-felt gift to God in worship. Have them hang it in their
bedroom.
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Option #3

*Crush the leaves of the fragrant herbs or lavender in a bowl with a firm object. Have the
students smell the aroma. Add a small amt of oil to the liquid produced from the crushed leaves.
Anoint the students with a small amount of oil on the hand or forehead:; call them by name and say:
God created you, God loves you, God blesses you.

Conclusion

Like Mary anointing Jesus' feet was an act of worship, God wants our very best when we worship
him, as we express our love and gratitude to God.

Close the class with prayer.
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Disciples Treasure Hunt
Discipulos Buscando Tesoros

The Widow offers two coins
Day Five 4™ 1o 6™ Grade

THEME: God knows our hearts
BIBLE PASSAGE: Mark 12:41-44

MEMORY VERSE: "Then he called his disciples and said to them: 'Truly I tell you, this poor

widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury.’
Mark 12:43

Objective Through the story of the offerings, the student will understand why Jesus
said that the widow's of fering of two coins was “"more than all the others”.
Consequently, he/she will reorient his/her priorities toward the Kingdom of

Christ.
Preparation e Let's pray and ask for the Holy Spirit's direction and work in the
students.

e Pray for yourself, that you'll be a facilitating teacher for the students.

e Who are your students? Have they had an encounter with Jesus?

e Have your Bible on hand and read from it directly.

e Let's reflect: What is this passage telling me? How can I apply it to my
life?

e Read the "Biblical and Cultural Background” section. Read Exodus 22:22,
Deuteronomy 27:19, Psalm 146:9, Isaiah 1:17, and James 1:27.

e Organize your time well.

Material e 2 pennies.

e Anold black veil.

e Shiny gold paper in the shape of coins of various sizes.

e Two jewelry boxes (boxes) for offerings.

e Hersey's Kisses (given out at the end of the lesson).

e A robe for the person playing the role of Jesus.

Biblical and Cultural Background.

e Since ancient times it has been a tradition to give offerings to God. The church is the
perfect place to worship God with these offerings. God commanded His people to give
offerings.

e The people who lived in this time period knew that widows occupied a vulnerable place in
society. That is why the Scriptures talk about the need for caring for them. See Exodus
22.22, Deuteronomy 27:19, Psalm 146.9, Isaiah 1:17, and James 1:27.

e Jesus had said previously that the most important part of the law is to love God and others.
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Introduction

Welcome the children.

Pass around the attendance list and make sure everyone has a name tag.

Review the theme and the memory verse. (You can say, “Today we are going to learn a lesson
about how to give an offering.")

Pray, and then have the children deposit their offering in the box.

Ask, "Why are offerings important?” *Why do we give offerings, and what do they mean?" P

Explain - Offerings are important because with them we show appreciation to God for His care
for us. This was done in Jesus’ day, too- in the same way, people went to the temple to worship
and give their offerings.

Read the passage. Mark. 12:41-44. The boys read the narrative in Mark (41-43a) and the girls
read the words of Jesus. (43b-44)

Studying the Bible passage

Pass out the coins to the children unequally. Tell them that these are their treasures.
Let's play "Little Mountains”. The game is played by making groups of 5, 3, 10, 7, etfc., with
the coins. The children that lose are out of the game.

Explain to the children that they can exchange 3 coins for a chocolate.

Explain that the sale will take place at the end of the class.

Narrate the passage, acting it out with another teacher.

Jesus sat in front of the offering chests (walk and sit down).
The people came and brought their offerings (all the children walk by and deposit their

coins).
A widow passed by and also brought her offering (the co-teacher puts on the veil and passes
by, ashamed and shy, to deposit his offering).

Reflecting on the Bible passage

Ask:

Jesus calls His disciples (have all the children come toward you). And He taught them a
lesson.

Play the role of Jesus in first person, dressed in a robe, and tell the children what He said.
(For example, that although the widow only gave two coins, she gave more than everyone
else).

Explain Jesus' application and think together about the significance, asking the children to
participate.

Who sat in front of where the offerings were given? Who gave more, the rich people or the
widow? Who said that the widow had given more than everyone? Have the students think
and participate.

Did both offerings make Jesus happy? Why did He use the widow as an example?
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e Have another teacher be in the role of Jesus, dressed in a robe.

e The teacher playing Jesus calls the children and says, " That widow has given more than
everyone else, because being poor, she gave everything she had, and she didn't have any
more money in her house.”

e Why do you think the widow gave everything she had? Was Jesus right in saying she gave
the most?

o Explain.

= Even though the people gave more and the widow gave only two small coins,
that offering was worth more to Jesus because the widow showed her faith
by giving the little she had.

= The widow, being poor, gave all her money. This should be a good example of
how to love God.

Applying the Bible passage to our life

e Jesus said that the two coins were more than what everyone else gave because the widow
gave out of her poverty, gave everything she had with her, gave everything she
possessed. The others gave what they had left over.

e There is an important lesson here that we need to learn, and that is to love God first and
above all. What we do with what we have, with our Money, reveals where our heart is. Some
people's hearts are in the things of the world (have the children give examples of things
they like to spend their money on).

e We need to know that God is most important.

Every time you give an offering, remember that Jesus is watching you. Your offering reveals
where your heart is. Do you give with joy, gratitude? Do you give with confidence, knowing that God
takes care of you and that it's not money that takes care of you?

Tell God you love Him and ask Him to help you translate that love into what you do.

Everyone looks for treasure. They go after what appears to be treasure. There is nothing
wrong with trying to find what's most valuable. The important thing is to find out if it's really
treasure or only appears to be. It's also important to understand what is best, and if it will last
forever. Faith and God's love are true treasures.

The people thought that giving more was better, but the problem was that they were not
putting God first. Even though they gave a lot, they gave what they had left over. Jesus taught
that first place should be occupied by God.

Everything we do shows what really interests us. What are your treasures? What do you value
(possessions) or what do you feel is most important in your life?

Every time you do something, remember that first you should think about God.

I'm sure that the widow kept on living because she put her treasure and her heart in God
Himself.

Optional worksheet.-Solve the problems at the end.
Conclusion

It is incredible how two coins meant more to Jesus than abundant offerings!
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Does this mean it's better to give just a little? Does it mean that we have to give everything
we possess?

The widow's of fering is more valuable because she gave everything, with great faith that
God would provide, while the others gave what they had left over.

God isn't asking us to of fer everything we have. What He does teach us is to love Him more
than anything and to put Him first; and then everything we do will reflect that. It's about having
more faith in God than in our possessions.

When we put God in first place, we are investing in the most valuable treasure.

So then, the acceptable form of giving an offering is more related to the disposition of the
heart.

The way in which I give offerings reveals my love, my faith, and the place God occupies in
my life. Let's give offerings using the lesson that Christ taught.
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Worksheet

1.- You have gathered $200 for an X Box you saw at the store, and you find out that one of your
cousins is having eye surgery. He needs money for the surgery because he doesn't have enough.

What would you do??

2.- What's of greater impact? What would you do? Pray for people who are hungry, go preach to
those who have addictions in your city, or offer what you've been able to save over a year to a local

church’s mission. Why? What did Jesus teach?

Prioritize and number the following items according to what is most important.
> Study for the final exam.

Y

Go skating with friends.

» Accompany my sister to a dentist appointment.

» Talk with God in the morning.

> Try out the new video game.

» Contribute to an offering for people affected by a natural disaster.
A woman of faith and wisdom.

Complete the story Mark 12:41-44 (NRSV)

Jesus sat down opposite the , and watched the crowd putting
the treasury.

Many rich people put in

A widow came and put in two which are worth a

Then he called his disciples and said to them, "Truly I tell you, this poor

put in than all those who are contributing to the treasury.
For all of them have contributed out of their . but she out of her
has put in she had, she had to live on.”
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