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How to use this bibliography 

 

This brief annotated bibliography is one of the fruits from my January – February 2010 sabbatical. 
It is not meant to be an exhaustive list. Please browse through the index and click on the links to read the 
brief descriptions on each resource.  

The book titles, all of which are in print, came either as recommendations from the Christian 
Theological Seminary librarian, colleagues deeply involved in doing mission or teaching missiology, or my 
own library.  If you have a book title, periodical or web site that should be added, please email me at 
fmartinez@whitewatervalley.org 
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1. Topical List 

a. Theological and Historical Perspectives 

 Bosch, David J. Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission. Maryknoll, MD: Orbis 
Books. 2005 

 Bosch’s in-depth seminary textbook chronicles mission from the time of Christ and disciples to 
the present. Though dense with information, it is very readable and can be a great resource for a 
Bible study (it has helpful chapters on mission in Matthew, Luke-Acts, Paul), or for a more 
theological conversation on different mission perspectives. This would be an indispensible book 
for a pastor or elder leading the congregation to a deeper understanding of commitment to 
God’s mission. 

 Cardosa-Orlandi, Carlos F. Mission: An Essential Guide. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press. 2002. 

  This is a good, brief overview of the nature of mission from a theological perspective. It analyzes 
especially seriously the experience of marginalized or Third World groups who have been the 
“recipients” of mission efforts. This would make a good reference text for a congregation’s 
mission committee ready to reach out in mission locally or beyond.  

Pohl, Christine D. Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as a Christian Tradition. Grand Rapids, MI: 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 1999.  

  Pohl’s thoroughly researched book gives a detailed historical and theological perspective of the 
practice of biblical and Christian hospitality. It offers churches the chance to glimpse how this 
Christian practice impacts and is fed by the makeup of a caring community. For pastors helping 
their congregations reflect on Christ’s call to care for those on the margins, this resource offers a 
tool to consider how to reclaim the practice of Christian hospitality in our homes and houses of 
worship. 

Tickle, Phyllis. The Great Emergence: How Christianity Is Changing and Why. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Books. 2008. 

  A big picture look at Christianity over 2,000 years, this book helps give historical / cultural context 
to the Church as movement and institution today. Tickle articulates that there are huge changes 
in the Church every 500 years or so, a sort of religious “garage sale” where previously precious 
possessions / positions are set aside or lose preeminence. She argues we are living through the 
latest transition. It focuses on identity and what it means to “be church.” It is a thought-
provoking resource for a Bible study or pastor’s group.  
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b. Studying Mission at a Congregational Level 

  2010 Mission Yearbook for Prayer and Study. Louisville, KY: Witherspoon Press.  

  Many in the Presbyterian Church (USA) are familiar with this denominational resource, which 
highlights the local and international mission work of congregations, presbyteries, synods and the 
General Assembly. Each entry includes data about the featured country or ministry, as well as the 
list of lectionary passages for that day. 

 Borthwick, Paul. Six Dangerous Questions to Transform Your View of the World. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press. 1996. 

This book bluntly challenges Christians to follow through on their beliefs and put themselves on 
the front lines of mission. The danger implied in the title refers to the way our worldview will be 
turned upside down if we live as people open to be used by God. This would be a book sure to 
stir up lively discussions in a Bible study group. 

  Engel, James F. and William A. Dyrness.  Changing the Mind of Missions: Where Have We Gone 
Wrong? Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 2000. 

  This book analyses from an American Evangelical perspective the challenges faced by 
congregations and mission agencies as we become better acquainted with our post-modern 
reality. The book advocates a Spirit-led discernment which helps question past assumptions and 
methods without letting go of the centrality of Christ and the guidance of the Great Commission. 
The authors advocate for mission’s main focus and energy to be located once again at the 
congregational level. This would be a good book for a pastor or lay leader willing to help his/her 
church prayerfully re-think its methods and re-tool for a new world which is already all around 
us.  

 George, Sherron Kay. Called as Partners in Christ’s Service: The Practice of God’s Mission. Louisville, KY:  
Geneva Press. 2004. 

  Written from the perspective of a PCUSA mission worker in Latin America, this book offers a 
challenge to congregations and denominations in mission to be truly in a missional partnership. A 
mission committee would benefit from reading this book to help evaluate and improve the 
congregation’s existing mission initiatives in the areas of mutuality and shared grace. 

 Global Prayer Digest. Pasadena, CA: U.S. Center for World Mission. www.global-prayer-digest.org  

  The Digest is monthly prayer / devotional guide which offers the chance to pray for ethnic groups 
around the world which have not heard of Jesus or which do not have an established Christian 
community. The resource uses history and personal stories to paint a picture of the featured 
country and its people.  

http://www.global-prayer-digest.org/�
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 Keifert, Patrick. We are Here Now: A New Missional Era. Eagle, ID: Allelon Publishing. 2006.  

  This could be a very helpful resource for a church that might be ready to go beyond “technical” 
fixes to their challenges, and delve into deeper adaptive changes to their culture. This book, 
which unfortunately at times reads as a brochure for the author’s consulting group, makes a 
valuable contribution in the conversation about mission in the Church. It places particular 
emphasis on the need to dwell in the Word of God and discern where God is active and wishes us 
to be active in the community. 

 Lewis, Robert and Rob Wilkins. The Church of Irresistible Influence: Bridge Building Stories to Help 
Reach Your Community. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 2001. 

Using the example of his Little Rock, Arkansas, church, the author challenges readers to consider 
building relational bridges in their communities. The book offers a ground-level book at how this 
congregation “walked the talk” listening to and addressing the community’s needs. Their effort, 
richly layered, offers examples which could be inspiring to churches of any size who feel 
committed to local, high-impact mission work. 

Mead, Loren B. The Once and Future Church: Reinventing the Congregation for a New Mission Frontier. 
Bethesda MD: The Alban Institute. 1991.  

  The doors to the outside of the church are the gateway to mission. The ministry of the laity will 
lead us to the new chapter of the Church’s history. These statements may or may not sound 
surprising. Mead argues there is a change going on in the church, and he turns to the chapter in 
the early church’s history written in its first two centuries seeking clues and inspiration for what 
our current chapter in Church history will bring. This would be a helpful book for a lay-led Bible 
study. 

Mulligan, Mary Alice and Rufus Burrow Jr. Standing in the Margin: How Your Congregation Can 
Minister with the Poor (and Perhaps Recover its Soul in the Process). Cleveland, OH: The Pilgrim 
Press. 2004. 

  This book is structured as a resource for a Bible study group in a church willing to examine how to 
reach out in mission in their community. Rather than fall into a trap of doing quick or shallow 
fixes, the authors draw on Jesus, and biblical and contemporary prophets to argue for locating 
the church with the people at the margins, instead of care for people from the center and hold 
them at arm’s length. 
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c. How-to Books 

Vial, Debby D. When God’s People Travel Together: A Trip Leader’s Planning Manual. Volume I 
Louisville, KY: Presbyterian Peacemaking Program Presbyterian Church (USA). 1999. 

 This is a concise and detailed leader guide to organize and implement a mission trip. Though the 
emphasis is on an overseas experience, the material could be adapted easily for a U.S. mission 
trip.   

Battin, Barbara. When God’s People Travel Together: Reflecting and Acting on Mission Trip Experiences 
Volume II. Louisville, KY: Presbyterian Peacemaking Program Presbyterian Church (USA). 2006. 

  This helpful leader guide is intended for the person in charge of helping a mission trip team 
reflect and worship before, during and after their trip. The Bible study and reflection resources 
alone make it worth reading this book.  

Winters, Alice. When God’s People Travel Together: Bible Studies for Mission. Volume III. Louisville, KY: 
Worldwide Ministry Division, Presbyterian Church (USA). 2003. 

  This book is a series of Bible studies deeply rooted in mission. The author is a PCUSA mission 
worker in Colombia, and her experiences there inform and enrich her exegetical work. This five-
session resource would be good for any group interested in studying more about mission. 

 

 Campbell-Evans, Sally. People, Places and Partnerships: A Workbook for Your Mission Trip Abroad. 
Louisville, KY: Worldwide Ministries Division, Presbyterian Church (USA). No date.  

 Here is a brief, self-guided workbook which would be a helpful resource to both seasoned and 
novice travelers alike. Offered in journal format, it invites participants to reflect on, prepare for 
and debrief their mission trip experience.  

 Dudley, Carl S. Community Ministry: New Challenges, Proven Steps to Faith-Based Initiatives. Bethesda 
MD: The Alban Institute. 2002. 

  Arguably an indispensible resource, this practical book applies to any church interested in 
developing outreach ministries in their community. The book offers a step-by-step guide for 
dreaming, planning, and implementing the vision without pretending the process is a one-size-
fits-all. The author expounds on each step along the way with theory, stories and insights which 
will benefit the congregation that dares to follow the call to reach out in mission in their 
community. 
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 Kotter, John and Holger Rathbeger. Our Iceberg Is Melting: Changing and Succeeding Under Any 
Conditions. New York, NY: St. Martin’s Press. 2005. 

  Written as a fable starring some daring penguins in Antarctica, this resource presents the 
authors’ theory about how best to achieve change in any given system. The story walks the 
reader through an eight step process of successful change with a simple and engaging narrative. 
The reader is likely to draw parallels to familiar systems which might be struggling with the 
prospect of change.  

Reese, Martha Grace. Unbinding the Gospel: Real Life Evangelism. St. Louis, MO: Chalice Press. 2008. 

  A popular book, this evangelism resource fits in this Mission bibliography for the challenge it 
poses readers to be deeply rooted in Christ in order to share their faith in word and deed. This 
book might be an easy read, but if one takes its challenges seriously, it should really help one get 
closer to God, to fellow believers, and to those who have yet to believe. The book is meant to be 
read by the church leadership, as part her three-book series (Unbinding the Gospel, Unbinding 
your Spirit, Unbinding the Church) by the same author. 

Reese, Martha Grace, with Dawn Darwin Weaks and Catherine Riddle Caffey. Unbinding your Church: 
Pastor’s Guide to the Real Evangelism Series. St. Louis, MO: Chalice Press. 2008. 

  This volume in the Unbinding series is the step-by-step guide to implement a congregation-wide 
uplifting Bible study / prayer / evangelism event over forty days. The emphasis on prayer, 
flexibility and earnestness will reward with wisdom the brave congregation which dares to come 
together in this effort. The book is part of her three-book series (Unbinding the Gospel, 
Unbinding your Spirit, Unbinding the Church). 

Reese, Martha Grace. Unbinding Your Heart: Forty Days of Prayer and Faith Sharing. St. Louis, MO: 
Chalice Press. 2008.  

  The second book in the Unbinding series (Unbinding the Gospel, Unbinding your Spirit, Unbinding 
the Church), this book’s material comes directly from the Unbinding the Gospel book. This volume 
is meant to be read by the entire congregation as part of a forty day season of study and prayer 
as part her three-book series. 
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2. Helpful Websites 

a. PCUSA Links 

http://www.pcusa.org/navigation/mission.htm  

The PCUSA’s official mission page is not something impressive to look at, but it has very valuable links to 
mission pages and resources. It is very much worth perusing the wide selection of links.   

http://www.pcusa.org/worldmission/  

This is the official World mission webpage for our denomination. It is an important resource to 
congregations wanting to know more about or get involved in PCUSA’s World Mission. It has 
helpful links to websites and other information.  

http://www.pcusa.org/missioncrossroads/podcast.htm  

A helpful website which offers “a monthly podcast of Presbyterian World Mission, helps you learn how to 
engage more faithfully and effectively in God’s mission. ‘God’s Mission Matters’ brings you 
insights from mission workers and scripture based on a guiding ‘tip of the month’ for mission 
involvement.” 

http://missioncrossroads.ning.com/  

Users must sign in to get access to this PCUSA network of blogs and resources. The main strength of this 
site is that it connects users to motivated, mission-minded colleagues to have conversations or to 
read their thoughts. The bulk of the site seems to be dedicated to international mission. 

http://www.pcusa.org/goodnews/ 

This is the PCUSA’s home page for evangelism and church growth. Click on videos (watch or download) 
and be sure to follow the link to “Grow Christ’s Church Deep and Wide a Call to Action Study 
Guide” http://www.pcusa.org/evangelism/pdf/deepandwidestudyguide.pdf  

http://www.pcusa.org/witness/faq.htm 

This is the PCUSA’s Witness Season page with Frequently Asked Questions about mission.  

http://www.pcusa.org/witness/resources.htm 

This is a list of PCUSA resources for mission. Some are free, others are for sale.  

 

http://www.pcusa.org/navigation/mission.htm�
http://www.pcusa.org/worldmission/�
http://www.pcusa.org/missioncrossroads/podcast.htm�
http://missioncrossroads.ning.com/�
http://www.pcusa.org/goodnews/�
http://www.pcusa.org/evangelism/pdf/deepandwidestudyguide.pdf�
http://www.pcusa.org/witness/faq.htm�
http://www.pcusa.org/witness/resources.htm�
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b. Links to Resources  

http://www.alban.org/bookbrowse.aspx?t=title 

Here is the Alban Institute list of resources by title, which makes it easy to browse. 

 

http://centerforcongregations.org/index.aspx 

 The Center for Congregations helps churches primarily in Central Indiana, but has recently expanded to 
other areas of the state. The Center is a collaboration of the Alban Institute and Lilly Endowment. 
It offers consulting, resources, and matching grants in all areas of a congregation’s life.  

 

http://www.congregationalresources.org/ 

This page has a wealth of congregational resources in a variety of areas of ministry. It is worth browsing. 

 

http://www.uscwm.org/index.php/urbana/ 

“The U. S. Center for World Mission (USCWM) is a mission agency that helps to improve strategic 
decision-making and practice on the frontiers of mission, surmounting the barriers that hinder 
God’s kingdom from coming among all peoples.” This particular page offers some video clips 
which would be helpful for someone considering becoming a missionary full time, or someone 
wishing to go on a short-term mission trip.  

 

http://fact.hartsem.edu/products/index.html  

 FACT, which stands for “Faith Communities Today,” shares the congregational research of the 
interfaith Cooperative Congregations Studies Partnership, in conjunction with Hartford 
Seminary's Hartford Institute for Religion Research. Their reports include insights into what 
makes some churches vital and growing congregations. Materials are available for free as pdf 
files, or for sale as bound copies.  

 

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/search.aspx?ddlSearchScope=&txtSearchQuery=mission 

This is a current list of Cokesbury resources on mission.  

 

http://www.alban.org/bookbrowse.aspx?t=title�
http://centerforcongregations.org/index.aspx�
http://www.congregationalresources.org/�
http://www.uscwm.org/index.php/urbana/�
http://fact.hartsem.edu/products/index.html�
http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/search.aspx?ddlSearchScope=&txtSearchQuery=mission�
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http://www.leadnet.org/ 

The Leadership Network site highlights available resources in a variety of areas, including Mission, 
Externally Focused Churches, and more.  

http://www.resourcingchristianity.org/ 

This website lists information and reflection on selected projects funded by Lilly Endowment, Inc. The site 
offers a wide variety of resources for congregations, including in the area of evangelism, mission 
and social service. There are also sections on grant making. 

 

c. What other denominations say / do about mission: 

United Methodist Church 

 http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.2295473/k.7034/Mission_and_Ministry.htm 

United Church of Christ 

 http://www.ucc.org/wcm/  

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

 http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/ 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Stories-of-Faith-in-Action.aspx 

American Baptist Churches USA 

 http://www.abc-usa.org/WhoWeAre/Missions/OurMission/Missiology/tabid/155/Default.aspx  

Episcopal Church 

 http://ecusa.anglican.org/mission.htm 

This page offers links to official homepages of over a hundred denominations in the U.S. 

 http://hirr.hartsem.edu/denom/homepages.html  

 

http://www.leadnet.org/�
http://www.resourcingchristianity.org/�
http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.2295473/k.7034/Mission_and_Ministry.htm�
http://www.ucc.org/wcm/�
http://www.discipleshomemissions.org/�
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Stories-of-Faith-in-Action.aspx�
http://www.abc-usa.org/WhoWeAre/Missions/OurMission/Missiology/tabid/155/Default.aspx�
http://ecusa.anglican.org/mission.htm�
http://hirr.hartsem.edu/denom/homepages.html�
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d. World Council of Churches (WCC) 

http://www.oikoumene.org/en/programmes/unity-mission-evangelism-and-spirituality/mission-and-
unity.html 

 This page has some information about the WCC sponsored June 2010 Mission Conference in 
Edinburgh. See the links at the bottom of the webpage for additional resources. 

http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-commissions/mission-and-evangelism.html  

 This page lists a number of online resources related to mission. The group reports offer helpful 
insights in the document entitled 02-07-02 Consultation on mission in secularised and 
postmodern contexts. 

http://www.oikoumene.org/en/programmes/unity-mission-evangelism-and-spirituality/mission-and-unity.html�
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/programmes/unity-mission-evangelism-and-spirituality/mission-and-unity.html�
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/documents/wcc-commissions/mission-and-evangelism.html�
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3. List of resources by author  

2010 Mission Yearbook for Prayer and Study. Louisville, KY: Witherspoon Press.  

  Many in the Presbyterian Church (USA) are familiar with this denominational resource, which 
highlights the local and international mission work of congregations, presbyteries, synods and the 
General Assembly. Each entry includes data about the featured country or ministry, as well as the 
list of lectionary passages for that day. 

Battin, Barbara. When God’s People Travel Together: Reflecting and Acting on Mission Trip Experiences 
Volume II. Louisville, KY: Presbyterian Peacemaking Program Presbyterian Church (USA). 2006. 

  This helpful leader guide is intended for the person in charge of helping a mission trip team to 
reflect and worship before, during and after their trip. The Bible study and reflection resources 
alone make it worth reading this book.  

Borthwick, Paul. Six Dangerous Questions to Transform Your View of the World. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press. 1996. 

This book bluntly challenges Christians to follow through on their beliefs and put themselves on 
the front lines of mission. The danger implied in the title refers to the way our worldview will be 
turned upside down if we live as people open to be used by God. This would be a book sure to 
stir up lively discussions in a Bible study group. 

Bosch, David J. Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission. Maryknoll, MD: Orbis 
Books. 2005 

 Bosch’s in-depth seminary textbook chronicles mission from the time of Christ and disciples to 
the present. Though dense with information, it is very readable and can be a great resource for a 
Bible study (it has helpful chapters on mission in Matthew, Luke-Acts, Paul), or for a more 
theological conversation on different mission perspectives. This would be an indispensible book 
for a pastor or elder leading the congregation to a deeper understanding of commitment to 
God’s mission. 

Cardosa-Orlandi, Carlos F. Mission: An Essential Guide. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press. 2002. 

  This is a good, brief overview of the nature of mission from a theological perspective. It analyzes 
especially seriously the experience of marginalized or Third World groups who have been the 
“recipients” of mission efforts. This would make a good reference text for a congregation’s 
mission committee ready to reach out in mission locally or beyond.  
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Campbell-Evans, Sally. People, Places and Partnerships: A Workbook for Your Mission Trip Abroad. 
Louisville, KY: Worldwide Ministries Division, Presbyterian Church (USA). No date.  

 Here is a brief, self-guided workbook which would be a helpful resource to both seasoned and 
novice travelers alike. Offered in journal format, it invites participants to reflect on, prepare for 
and debrief their mission trip experience.  

Dudley, Carl S. Community Ministry: New Challenges, Proven Steps to Faith-Based Initiatives. Bethesda 
MD: The Alban Institute. 2002. 

  Arguably an indispensible resource, this practical book applies to any church interested in 
developing outreach ministries in their community. The book offers a step-by-step guide for 
dreaming, planning, and implementing the vision without pretending the process is a one-size-
fits-all. The author expounds on each step along the way with theory, stories and insights which 
will benefit the congregation that dares to follow the call to reach out in mission in their 
community. 

Engel, James F. and William A. Dyrness.  Changing the Mind of Missions: Where Have We Gone Wrong? 
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 2000. 

  This book analyses from an American Evangelical perspective the challenges faced by 
congregations and mission agencies as we become better acquainted with our post-modern 
reality. The book advocates a Spirit-led discernment which helps question past assumptions and 
methods without letting go of the centrality of Christ and the guidance of the Great Commission. 
The authors advocate for mission’s main focus and energy to be located once again at the 
congregational level. This would be a good book for a pastor or lay leader willing to help his/her 
church prayerfully re-think its methods and re-tool for a new world which is already all around 
us.  

George, Sherron Kay. Called as Partners in Christ’s Service: The Practice of God’s Mission. Louisville, KY:  
Geneva Press. 2004. 

  Written from the perspective of a PCUSA mission worker in Latin America, this book offers a 
challenge to congregations and denominations in mission to be truly in a missional partnership. A 
mission committee would benefit from reading this book to help evaluate and improve the 
congregation’s existing mission initiatives in the areas of mutuality and shared grace. 

Global Prayer Digest. Pasadena, CA: U.S. Center for World Mission. www.global-prayer-digest.org  

  The Digest is monthly prayer / devotional guide which offers the chance to pray for ethnic groups 
around the world which have not heard of Jesus or which do not have an established Christian 
community. The resource uses history and personal stories to paint a picture of the featured 
country and its people.  

http://www.global-prayer-digest.org/�


Congregations Engaged in God’s Mission: A Brief Annotated Bibliography      page  14 

Keifert, Patrick. We are Here Now: A New Missional Era. Eagle, ID: Allelon Publishing. 2006.  

  This could be a very helpful resource for a church that might be ready to go beyond “technical” 
fixes to their challenges, and delve into deeper adaptive changes to their culture. This book, 
which unfortunately at times reads as a brochure for the author’s consulting group, makes a 
valuable contribution in the conversation about mission in the Church. It places particular 
emphasis on the need to dwell in the Word of God and discern where God is active and wishes us 
to be active in the community. 

Kotter, John and Holger Rathbeger. Our Iceberg Is Melting: Changing and Succeeding Under Any 
Conditions. New York, NY: St. Martin’s Press. 2005. 

  Written as a fable starring some daring penguins in Antarctica, this resource presents the 
authors’ theory about how best to achieve change in any given system. The story walks the 
reader through an eight step process of successful change with a simple and engaging narrative. 
The reader is likely to draw parallels to familiar systems which might be struggling with the 
prospect of change.  

Lewis, Robert and Rob Wilkins. The Church of Irresistible Influence: Bridge Building Stories to Help 
Reach Your Community. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 2001. 

Using the example of his Little Rock, Arkansas, church, the author challenges readers to consider 
building relational bridges in their communities. The book offers a ground-level book at how this 
congregation “walked the talk” listening to and addressing the community’s needs. Their effort, 
richly layered, offers examples which could be inspiring to churches of any size who feel 
committed to local, high-impact mission work. 

Mead, Loren B. The Once and Future Church: Reinventing the Congregation for a New Mission Frontier. 
Bethesda MD: The Alban Institute. 1991.  

  The doors to the outside of the church are the gateway to mission. The ministry of the laity will 
lead us to the new chapter of the Church’s history. These statements may or may not sound 
surprising. Mead argues there is a change going on in the church, and he turns to the chapter in 
the early church’s history written in its first two centuries seeking clues and inspiration for what 
our current chapter in Church history will bring. This would be a helpful book for a lay-led Bible 
study. 

Mulligan, Mary Alice and Rufus Burrow Jr. Standing in the Margin: How Your Congregation Can 
Minister with the Poor (and Perhaps Recover its Soul in the Process). Cleveland, OH: The Pilgrim 
Press. 2004. 

  This book is structured as a resource for a Bible study group in a church willing to examine how to 
reach out in mission in their community. Rather than fall into a trap of doing quick or shallow 
fixes, the authors draw on Jesus, and biblical and contemporary prophets to argue for locating 
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the church with the people at the margins, instead of care for people from the center and hold 
them at arm’s length. 

Pohl, Christine D. Making Room: Recovering Hospitality as a Christian Tradition. Grand Rapids, MI: 
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 1999.  

  Pohl’s thoroughly researched book gives a detailed historical and theological perspective of the 
practice of biblical and Christian hospitality. It offers churches the chance to glimpse how this 
Christian practice impacts and is fed by the makeup of a caring community. For pastors helping 
their congregations reflect on Christ’s call to care for those on the margins, this resource offers a 
tool to consider how to reclaim the practice of Christian hospitality in our homes and houses of 
worship. 

Reese, Martha Grace. Unbinding the Gospel: Real Life Evangelism. St. Louis, MO: Chalice Press. 2008. 

  A popular book, this evangelism resource fits in this Mission bibliography for the challenge it 
poses readers to be deeply rooted in Christ in order to share their faith in word and deed. This 
book might be an easy read, but if one takes its challenges seriously, it should really help one get 
closer to God, to fellow believers, and to those who have yet to believe. The book is meant to be 
read by the church leadership, as part her three-book series (Unbinding the Gospel, Unbinding 
your Spirit, Unbinding the Church) by the same author. 

Reese, Martha Grace, with Dawn Darwin Weaks and Catherine Riddle Caffey. Unbinding your Church: 
Pastor’s Guide to the Real Evangelism Series. St. Louis, MO: Chalice Press. 2008. 

  This volume in the Unbinding series is the step-by-step guide to implement a congregation-wide 
uplifting Bible study / prayer / evangelism event over forty days. The emphasis on prayer, 
flexibility and earnestness will reward with wisdom the brave congregation which dares to come 
together in this effort. The book is part of her three-book series (Unbinding the Gospel, 
Unbinding your Spirit, Unbinding the Church). 

Reese, Martha Grace. Unbinding Your Heart: Forty Days of Prayer and Faith Sharing. St. Louis, MO: 
Chalice Press. 2008.  

  The second book in the Unbinding series (Unbinding the Gospel, Unbinding your Spirit, Unbinding 
the Church), this book’s material comes directly from the Unbinding the Gospel book. This volume 
is meant to be read by the entire congregation as part of a forty day season of study and prayer 
as part her three-book series. 

Tickle, Phyllis. The Great Emergence: How Christianity Is Changing and Why. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Books. 2008. 

  A big picture look at Christianity over 2,000 years, this book helps give historical / cultural context 
to the Church as movement and institution today. Tickle articulates that there are huge changes 
in the Church every 500 years or so, a sort of religious “garage sale” where previously precious 
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possessions / positions are set aside or lose preeminence. She argues we are living through the 
latest transition. It focuses on identity and what it means to “be church.” It is a thought-
provoking resource for a Bible study or pastor’s group.  

Vial, Debby D. When God’s People Travel Together: A Trip Leader’s Planning Manual. Volume I. 
Louisville, KY: Presbyterian Peacemaking Program Presbyterian Church (USA). 1999. 

  This is a concise and detailed leader guide to organize and implement a mission trip. Though the 
emphasis is on an overseas experience, the material could be adapted easily for a U.S. mission 
trip.   

Winters, Alice. When God’s People Travel Together: Bible Studies for Mission. Volume III. Louisville, KY: 
Worldwide Ministry Division, Presbyterian Church (USA). 2003. 

  This book is a series of Bible studies deeply rooted in mission. The author is a PCUSA mission 
worker in Colombia, and her experiences there inform and enrich her exegetical work. This five-
session resource would be good for any group interested in studying more about mission.  
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