Stories of God’s Love
The Good Samaritan
Day One
4th to 6th Grade
THEME:
BIBLE PASSAGE:
MEMORY VERSE:

Objective

Preparation

“I will be a good servant”
Luke 10:25-37
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.”
John 13:34 (NRSV)
The 4th – 6th grade students will be able to explain who is their neighbor;
how they can be good neighbors and how to show Christian love. They will
be able to explain why we should be good neighbors.
•
•

•

•

Material

•
•
•
•
•

Prepare and study the day’s class, reading the Bible passage
several times.
Prepare and have ready all the material you will use, so that you
might be able to make the best out of the time allocated for the
lesson.
Always have your Bible in your hand so that the students will know
and understand that all they are going to learn is coming from the
Word of God.
Ask the Holy Spirit for guidance to meet the lesson’s objective so
that the lesson might be a great blessing for the children and may
touch the hearts of those in need.
Pictures or illustrations where people are seen helping each other.
Visual aids related to the Bible story.
Newspapers and magazines (make sure there are pictures of
people), poster board, glue, scissors, markers.
Materials to make buttons, like poster board. (Optional)
Memory verse printed out on paper to post on the wall.

Introduction
•
•
•
•

Welcome all the children, making them feel glad for being with Jesus and his friends and to
learn more about Jesus.
Hand out nametags for the children and fill out the attendance sheet for the class.
Offer a prayer thanking God for the day, asking for the Holy Spirit’s direction to lead the
lesson according to God’s will.
Introduce and practice the memory verse John 13:34 (or part of it, if it helps them
memorize it). You may want to have them look up the passage in their Bibles.
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•

•

Ask the students if they remember someone helping them lately or someone they have
helped. Allow them to share their experiences and how they felt when they were helped or
when they helped someone. The main point is to focus on love and concern about the other
person’s wellbeing.
Read the memory passage John 13:34 and ask: What did Jesus mean when he said “one
another?” Listen to their answers. Help them see that Jesus teaches us not only to love our
parents, siblings and friends, but to love all who need it, even if we don’t know them
personally.

Studying the Bible passage

You may want to define the following terms for the children before going on with the story:
•
•

•

Parable is a type of story which Jesus told the people who followed him. In a
parable, there is usually something that Jesus is teaching us
A Neighbor is not just someone who lives next door to you. A neighbor is really any
one you might meet, whether you know them or not. Now, it is important to
remember that when it comes to being nice to neighbors that you don’t know, it is
best to do so when you have mom or dad by your side.
A Samaritan is a person who lived in Samaria, a country right next to Israel. Jesus
lived in Israel. Unfortunately, the people of Israel and the people of Samaria did not
get along.

Today, the Word of God teachers us about how people must help one another and love one
another (tell them the Bible is where we learn all that Jesus wants us to do in our lives).

follows

Have a student read the Luke 10:25-37 passage. Then explain the story by retelling it as

Jesus was telling a story to explain what it means to love our neighbor:
Once upon a time there was a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. He was going along,
riding on his horse, and he had a few coins in his pocket which he had saved to do some shopping and
to pay some debts he had in the city of Jericho.
As he was traveling, robbers jumped out and surprised him (ask the children if they know
who are robbers and what they do). The robbers beat him up pretty bad, hurt him and took all he
had: his horse, his food, his money, even some of his clothes! The Word of God says they left him
almost dead. A little while later, a priest was walking along the same road (a priest was a very
special person who worked in God’s temple); the priest was well dressed, had his own horse, plenty
of food and water, and when he saw the beat up man, instead of helping, lifting him up or look after
him, he rode by. A little while later, a Levite (a Levite was also someone very religious and was
involved with the temple of God) came riding by also. He got close to take a look but continued on
his way without helping the man who had been beat up. But a Samaritan, who was also traveling on
that same road, came close to the man and seeing that he was hurt and in need, felt sad for him in
his heart and so he came to him and cleaned and bandaged his wounds, added some medicine to
them, lifted him up with all his strength to put him on his horse and took him to a little hotel, and
he good took care of him all night. The next day, as the Samaritan was getting ready to keep
traveling, he took out two valuable coins from his pocket and he gave them to the owner of the
hotel and said: take good care of this man, and whatever you have to spend on him, I’ll repay you
when I return from my journey on this very same road. Then Jesus told the people listening to his
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story “Go and do the same” which means, we should help our neighbors in any way we can, in order to
show our love to one another.

Divide the class into groups and assign one of the characters -- the priest, the Levite, the
Samaritan, the person robbed, the robbers, the innkeeper -- to each member in the groups. Explain
to each group clearly what they have to do:
1.

Read the passage in silence.

2. Plan as a group how to act out the action in the story (Invite them to have the priest, Levite
or Samaritan say something as they react to seeing the wounded man).
3. Allow each group to present the story as a short play in front of the class. Though the
presentations will be short and without many words, the students will learn the purpose of
the lesson and may remember it longer by acting it out.
Reflecting on the Bible passage

Ask the students the following questions, so they can reflect on and realize what Jesus is teaching
in this Bible story.
•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

Of the three travelers, who was kind to the man who had been robbed and hurt?
Of the three travelers, who did not show kindness to the man who had been robbed and
hurt?
Why didn’t they help him? (Allow them to share several answers. You may suggest that they

did not know if the man was dead, and they were afraid because touching the body of a dead
person was a bad thing and they would have had to return to the temple to be “cleansed.”
See Leviticus 21:10-11)

Help them note that the man who was kind and helpful did so because the Spirit of God was
making him feel that kindness in his heart. Through his good actions he was able to show
love to his neighbor and helped him in any way he could.
What excuses do we make not to help people in need?
What does it mean when Jesus says in Luke 10:27: “love... your neighbor as yourself”? When
is it easy and when is it not easy to love our neighbor?
Consider this: Jesus was also saying that we need to love ourselves! When is that easy and
when is it not easy to love ourselves?
Who do we know that needs help? How can we help them?

Applying the Bible passage to our life

Divide the class into groups of two or three students. Tell them that you want them to tell a
story inspired by today’s passage for using pictures from the newspaper and magazines you brought.
They will tell the story in a comics format (creating different scenes in frames, one after the
other, telling the story). Tell them to cut out pictures of people who seem to be in need of help
(someone who looks hungry, sick, sad, etc.), who are willing to help, adult or youth, and of buildings
(hospital, church, house) where they could help those in need. Once they’ve cut out the pictures,
have them order them on the poster board, so they can begin to tell the story. Encourage all of
them to participate in creating the story. Once they are in agreement about the story’s details,
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they should start to create dialogue among the characters or make notes beneath each picture
explaining the scene. Ask them to write the dialogue on another piece of paper first. When they
have finalized the dialogue, then they can glue the pictures, write the text, add drawings, etc.
When they’re done, ask each group to take turns using their poster board to tell the story to the
rest of the class.
Optional Activity
To help them remember the lesson, you could ask them to make buttons out of color
poster board and they can write on them “Love your neighbor” and/or “God is Love”
and/or “Love one another.” Add ribbon to the button so the student may wear the
button around their neck and that way they can take home a souvenir of the lesson
they learned.
Optional Activity:
Have the kids brainstorm ideas of how people should help one another. Write down
individual ideas on single pieces of paper. Then play charades using these activities.
Hand out the papers one by one to the presenter and have the rest of the class
guess watching the presenter’s silent clues.
Conclusion

Invite the students to put into practice what they learned today (take this opportunity to
go over the memory text John 13:34). Invite them so that they can start applying right away what
they learned today. Offer a final prayer by inviting the students to join you in praying: you will
begin the prayer and then the students will each say a sentence about how they can help other, and
then you will close asking God to help us all become better servants of one another and thereby be
able to show true Christian love.
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Stories of God’s Love
The Widow and the Unjust Judge
Day Two
4th – 6th Grade
THEME:
BIBLE PASSAGE:
MEMORY VERSE:

Objective

Preparation

Material

“Pray Always: Nurturing our Relationship with God.”
Luke 18:1 -8
“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock,
and the door will be opened for you.” Matthew 7:7 (NRSV)
The student will learn that our loving God connects with us in a more
personal way than how the judge treated the widow in the parable, and
they will learn that praying is our way to have a relationship with God.
• Prepare for this lesson by reading Luke 18:1-8. Pray for
understanding of what God would have you teach through His
word.
• Read through the lesson and time it. Make sure your plans fill the
time allotted without being rushed.
• Bible for each person, 3” x 5” cards, paper, pencils.
• Optional: Three or more colors of embroidery floss or colored
string
• Memory verse printed out on paper to post on the wall.
• Optional: Copies of Mad Lib handout

Introduction
• Welcome the students and say a prayer thanking God for them, for the way in which God
•
•
•
•

speaks to us and listens to us through prayer.
Make sure everyone has their name tag on and mark them present in the attendance chart
Review the theme and memory verse from the previous day.
Present today’s theme and help the students practice today’s memory verse Matthew 7:7.
Tell the students: Today we are going to focus on what it means to talk to God. We are

going to discover what it means to pray and how we can talk to God.

There are things in all our lives that we have wanted so badly that it seemed life could never
be normal without them. Ask the class for examples in their lives – a bicycle, a game system, a toy
that surely everyone else in the world had. Did they ever get those toys? Did they have to ask
more than once? What did that feel like when they were denied over and over? If they never did
get the items, how do they feel about that?

Talk about the meaning of the word “persistence.” Ask for examples when it can be
negative (a child wants a candy bar at the checkout counter in a store) and when it can be positive
(practicing a song until you can sing it).
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Studying the Bible passage

Ask for a volunteer to read Luke 18:1-8. This is a short passage so it can be read more than
once so that several people can be given a chance to read.

In this story Jesus is showing us the importance of praying consistently and not giving up
easily when it seems our prayers are not heard. A widow asked the city judge for justice, even
though the judge had a reputation for not caring about people. The judge did not listen to her, so
she went to him again and again and again until finally he gave her what she wanted just to keep her
quiet. The judge did not care about people, yet he eventually gave the widow justice. In a way, God
is very different from this judge. For starters, God is loving and cares about us. So, because we
know that God cares for all of us way more than the judge cared for the widow, Jesus is using this
story to remind us that God will always hear us when we pray. But the lesson still teaches us to be
persistent in our prayers to God.

Have the class act out the story. Create a script by writing together the words that Jesus,
the widow, and the judge will say. If your class is large enough, some students can be writing and
some can be creating the set with a table, chair, and props for the judge. Ask for volunteers to
play the parts and repeat the play until everyone has participated. Have the actors act and read
from the script. Have a volunteer be the narrator.
Optional Activity: Bible Story Retelling
Retell the story as a mad-lib. Let the students work individually or as a group to fill in the
blanks using the handout. (They should be able to figure out the blanks even though the
handout uses a different version than what was read by the volunteer). Here is the full
version with the handout blanks filled in (Be flexible, because some of their answers might
not match what is presented here, but they might show both humor and a sense of really
grasping the story):
1

Jesus told them a story (noun) showing that it was necessary for them to pray consistently
2
(adverb) and never quit. He said, "There was once a judge (person of influence)
in____________ (name of a city) who never gave God a thought and cared nothing for people
3
(plural noun). A widow in that city kept after him: “My rights (plural noun) aren’t being
respected. Protect me!”
4
He never gave her the time (noun) of day. But after this went on and on he said to himself,
"I care nothing what God thinks, even less what this widow (a person) thinks. 5 But because
this widow won't quit badgering (verb ending in –ing) me, I'd better do something and see that
she gets justice--otherwise I'm going to end up beaten black (color) and blue (color).”
6
Then the Master said, “Do you hear what that judge, corrupt as he is, is saying?
7
So what makes you think God (divine name) won't step in and work justice (noun) for his chosen
people, who continue to cry out for help? Won't he stick up for them? 8 I assure you, he will.
He will not drag his feet (plural noun). But how much of that kind of persistent faith will the
Son of Man find on the earth when he returns?”
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Reflecting on the Bible passage

Discuss these questions with the class:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

How did the widow feel when she was ignored?
What point was Jesus making about prayer?
How is God different from the character of the mean judge?
How do we know that God is listening to our prayers?
What does it mean to be persistent in our prayers?
Why do we sometimes stop praying?
How do we feel when we pray and God does not give us what we want? What might be God’s
answer?
How can we make prayer more of a daily habit?

Ask the class to stand up. Ask them to stand on one foot. Now tell them they have to stand
that way for one year. Probably, they will tell you that is impossible. Ask them which would be
easier: to stand on one foot for a month? a week? a day? a few seconds? They should agree that
a few seconds would be easiest. Now ask why you did this exercise when you’ve been talking about
prayer. (Praying often and briefly is very possible, just like standing on one foot for a few seconds
is easy.) Practice helps us to do something better also.
Praying is part of having a relationship with God. How often do you talk with your best
friend? What would happen if you would only speak with him/her once a month or once a year? How
would that affect your relationship? Like talking to a best friend, praying is one of the main ways to
stay in a close connection with God. We speak and God listens. We listen and God speaks.
Applying the Bible passage to our lives
Breath Prayers
One of the ways we can pray constantly is through the breath prayer. It is traditionally,
(inhale) “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God…” (exhale) “…have mercy on me, a sinner.”

You are going to ask the students to write their own breath prayers. These are simple
prayers we can pray anywhere. They help center us, focus on God, and help us open up for God
responding to us.
• Ask them to sit quietly, eyes closed, paying attention to the rhythm of their breathing in
and breathing out.
• Explain that the breath prayer has two parts. The first is the name of God in several words
or syllables, such as “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God” or any other naming or descriptive
phrase. The second is asking God for something, such as “have mercy on me, a sinner,” “hear
my prayer, O God,” “be in my life, ” “give me faith,” or any other petition.
• As the students are writing their breath prayers, they will be practicing them silently to
see if the words go along with the rhythm of their breathing. There may need to be
adjustments, such as adding or subtracting words or syllables.
• When they are satisfied with their prayers, they can write them on the 3 x 5 cards to take
home.
• Ask them for examples of when they might use their breath prayers (when going to sleep,
waiting for the school bus, in times of stress). Make a list of their answers.
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Optional Activity:
Make prayer bracelets to remind you to pray often. Each student should cut 18 inch lengths
of three colors of embroidery floss or string. Braid them and tie onto the wrist. Trim any excess.
Ask them to say short prayers to God every time they notice their bracelets during the day.
Conclusion

Review memory verse Matthew 7:7 with the class.

Jesus wants us to pray as often as we can. If we have short prayers in our hearts, we can
say them many times during the day. We can make it a habit to turn to God during all the moments
of our lives. Let’s finish by praying a breath prayer. (Choose one which a student wrote). We’ll
repeat the prayer aloud 4 times (1 time = inhale + exhale). When we’re done, we’ll pray it in silence
and then I’ll say “Amen” at the end of the prayer so we know when we’re done.
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HANDOUT

A story of God’s love
Luke 18:1 –8 (based on “The Message”)

1

Jesus told them a ___________ (noun) showing that it was necessary for them to pray

___________ (adverb) and never quit. 2 He said, "There was once a ______________ (person of
influence)

in____________ (name of a city) who never gave God a thought and cared nothing

for_____________ (plural noun). 3 A widow in that city kept after him: “My ___________ (plural noun)
aren’t being respected. Protect me!”

4

He never gave her the _______ (noun) of day. But after this went on and on he said to

himself, "I care nothing what God thinks, even less what this ___________ (a person) thinks. 5 But
because this widow won't quit ______________ (verb ending in –ing) me, I'd better do something and
see that she gets justice--otherwise I'm going to end up beaten _________ (color) and _______
(color).”

6

Then the Master said, “Do you hear what that judge, corrupt as he is, is saying? 7 So what

makes you think _________ (divine name) won't step in and work ________ (noun) for his chosen
people, who continue to cry out for help? Won't he stick up for them? 8 I assure you, he will. He will
not drag his ________ (noun). But how much of that kind of persistent faith will the Son of Man
find on the earth when he returns?”
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Stories of God’s Love
The Prodigal Son
Day Three
4th – 6th Grade
TEMA:
BIBLE PASSAGE:
MEMORY VERSE:

Objective

Preparation

“God Loves Me and Forgives My Sins”
Luke 15:11-32
“If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
1 John 1:9 (NRSV)

The student will know the story of the prodigal son, and will see the
connection between the love of the father in the parable and the great
love God has for us.
•
•

•

Material

•
•
•

Pray that God will give you understanding and wisdom to
understand God’s word and pray for the children who’ll be in class.
Always have the Bible in your hand, so the students will know and
understand that what they are going to learn is coming from God’s
word.
Don’t forget to practice the entire lesson, to measure the time
and then pray asking for God’s help and God’s blessing for the
teaching team and the students.
Read the section “Biblical and Cultural Background” found below.
Memory verse printed out on paper to post on the wall.
Copies of the Obey - Disobey handout

Biblical and Cultural Background:
Think about this as you read Luke 15:11-32. The audience Jesus had that day were publicans
and sinners from the city who came out to listen to him. They knew their own sins very well and they
were willing listeners. Among them were also scribes and Pharisees. But they kept themselves apart,
condemning the publicans and sinners; they were especially critical of the way in which Jesus was
receiving sinners and was eating with them.
Jesus taught them about the love of God through a story about two sons and a loving
father. One of them, because he didn’t understand his father’s love, asked his father one day for
his portion of the inheritance that would belong to him, and he left home. He went to a far away
country, and after he lost it all and after he hit rock bottom, feeding pigs and being so hungry as to
desire their feed, he realized that he had sinned against his father and against God, and so he set
out to return to his father to ask for forgiveness. Jesus longed for these Israelites to recognize
their own sin and the love of God the father, and so be able to return home from the dark country
of sin.
God loves us and is willing to forgive our sins if we ask God to.
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Introduction
• Ask the students to remember a time when someone hurt their feelings of those of
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

someone they care about.
Ask the children if they have forgiven that person or persons.
Tell the children to remember something hurtful they have done to another person or
persons.
Tell them to remember if they have asked for forgiveness from that person or persons.
(THE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS ABOVE ARE ONLY TO BE SPOKEN IN THEIR
HEARTS AND MINDS, NOT ALOUD).

How do you know if you’ve disobeyed your parents?
Have you tried to stop doing whatever thing you were doing that was against your parents’
orders, and instead have done what they asked you to do?
What happens if they find out that you were disobedient?
Do you ask forgiveness? Do they still love you after all?

Studying the Bible passage
Today’s story is entitled “The Prodigal Son.” The word “prodigal” means someone who is not
very careful with what they have and they end up wasting and losing what they have. So, for
example, let’s say that on Sunday your mom and dad give you an allowance for the week. Then
imagine that you weren’t careful with how you spent your money. You bought a couple of toys that
then your dog chewed up, you bought and ate so much candy that it made you have a stomach ache.
You even lost some of the money! By Tuesday, you realize that you are out of money and the week is
just starting. That is being wasteful, that is what a prodigal person does.

Have your Bible open to Luke 15:11-32. If the students have Bibles, have them find the text
and have them take turns reading the verses.
The prodigal son was a young person who lived with his older brother and father, who took
care of them and loved them. They lived in a large farm. One day, the younger son asked his father
for the portion of the farm that belonged to him, so the father divided up the land, and when the
younger son got the money for his part of the property, he went to a far away country, leaving his
father worried and waiting for his son to realize the error of his ways.
In that far away country the young man did not do the good things his father had taught
him, but entirely the opposite. He wasted his money in bad things and when he had spent all he had,
there was a great famine (a time when there is no food) and so the young son had to get a job from
a person from that country, and he got sent to take care of the pigs in the farm. This was the most
shameful job a person could have, since the pigs were considered very dirty animals, but he was so
hungry he even wanted to eat what the pigs were eating!
At that point he remembered his home, especially how his father loved him very much and
cared for him and that he never had needed anything, and he realized he had been wrong and that
he had sinned against God and his father.
So he decided to return to his house and ask his father for forgiveness, to tell him that he
had realized that he had been wrong, that he had repented, and that he was not worthy to be his
son any more, so he wanted just to be hired as a worker. When he was getting close to his house, his
father took off running to meet him, and before he could say a thing, his father had forgiven him,
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so he hugged and kissed him and the son asked him from his heart to forgive him. His father was so
happy that he threw a big party and he was so happy that his son had been lost in the way of sin but
had returned! The young son was also very happy that his father had never stopped loving him! And
he was happy that his father had forgiven him all the bad things he had done and that now
everything was OK between them.
However, his older brother when he returned from the field, he realized what had taken
place, and he got very mad with his father for throwing the party for the son who had been so
disobedient, instead of disciplining him. The older brother figured he had always obeyed his father
and yet his father had never cooked him even a young goat for him and his friends. The older
brother felt that he was better than his brother, that he deserved all the love of his father and
getting all the things his father owned. His heart was filled with jealousy and he did not realize
that by doing this he was not as good as he thought, and that in fact he was hurting his own dad and
himself, because he was not sharing his father’s joy over his younger brother’s repentance and
return. His father lovingly explained to the older brother why he was so happy, that the father was
not celebrating the younger brother’s bad behavior, but that he was happy that he had repented
and had returned to the right path.

Optional Activity: After giving the overview and explanation above, have students
volunteer to act out the action as one volunteer student reads narrative parts in the
biblical text.
Reflecting on the Bible passage

Ask the students the following questions so they can participate and reflect on the theme and
may understand the three lessons the Bible passage gives us.
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Have you ever acted like the younger son or the older son in the story? That is, have you
been disobedient and acted contrary to how your parents taught you?
How did it go, well or not?
Do you think that your parents stop loving you because of your behavior?
How do you think your parents feel when you are disobedient?
Have you ever gotten mad at your parents because your brother did not get punished even
when he had been disobedient?
What was the prodigal son wasting?
Do you think that the older son thought his father was wasting love and money on his
younger brother? Why?

Applying the Bible passage to our life
God loves us so much that he sent his son Jesus to die for us and the only thing that God
wants is that we love him and obey God always. When we obey our parents, we are obeying God,
because God tells us to obey our parents. And when we do something we shouldn’t do, neither God
nor our parents stop loving us, although they do get very sad. That sadness will end when we tell
them that we realize what we’ve done and we really repent from our heart and we ask God to
forgive us and ask our parents to forgive us and whatever other person we hurt with our actions.
God is so big and loving that as the Bible says, if we confess our sins God is faithful and just and will
forgive us and cleanse us of our sin.
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And if God forgives us in spite of our bad behavior, then we too should forgive people who
are hurtful to us and be like the father in Jesus’ parable; we should not stop loving and we should
ask God to help us not to sin and rather to learn to forgive our neighbor.

Using the Obey – Disobey – Repent Handout, encourage the students to think of times when
they’ve had to make decisions either to obey or disobey. What are some examples of when they
took either action? Ask them to write them down. Then, when they disobeyed, what were the kinds
of things that went wrong? Ask them to write them down. Eventually they may have found
themselves all tied up in knots by the consequences of their disobedience. Ask them to write down
how God helped them see that they needed to change, and how God helped them repent and get
over to the place where they could be obedient once again. Depending on how comfortable the
students feel about sharing, invite them to share some of their answers with the group. Encourage
the group to be gracious and supportive when a student shares what they wrote.
Conclusion
We are glad when mom and dad forgive us, but we are especially glad because we know God
loves and forgives us, so we need to ask God forgiveness when we disobey God and we need to learn
to forgive those who hurt us. Review the memory passage, 1 John 1:9.
Conclude with prayer. “Thank you God because you love each one of us. We are glad that you
forgive all the bad things we do when we really are sorry about doing them. Help us be nice to
others. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen”
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How God helped me repent:

Things that went wrong:

REPENT

DISOBEY
Examples:

OBEY
Examples:
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Cómo Dios me ayudó a
arrepentirme:

Cosas que salieron mal:

ARREPENTIMIENTO

DESOBEDECER
Ejemplos:

OBEDECER
Ejemplos:
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Stories of God’s Love
Day Four
THEME:
BIBLE PASSAGE:
MEMORY VERSE:

Objective

Preparation

Material

The Lost Coin
4th to 6th Grade
“We are God’s Treasure and God seeks us out”
Luke 15:8-10
“For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost”
Luke 19:10 (NRSV)

Through learning the story of the lost coin, the student will learn that
even when we are separated from God because of our sins, God will seek
us out. Once we are found, that is, when we repent and God forgives us,
God will celebrate and rejoice!
• Prepare for this lesson by reading Luke 15:8-10. Pray for
understanding of what God would have you teach through His word.
• Read through the lesson and time it. Make sure your plans fill the
time allotted without being rushed.
• Make sure all of your physical needs are planned for well ahead of
time.
• Tray with ten small items on it and a cloth to cover them (things
like a button, coin, stone, etc.), 3 “ x 5” cards, pencils, white paper,
colored construction paper, crayons or markers, scissors
• U-Turn sign (enclosed)
• U turn game handouts (optional)
• Signs and cards for “Where Are You?” game, enclosed (optional).
• Bibles
• Memory verse printed out on paper to post on the wall.

Introduction
• Welcome the children and say a prayer thanking God for the children, for the way in which
God loves us and wants to be with us always. You may use this prayer: “Dear God, we thank
you for this day and this time together. We thank you for making us and loving us. Because
you love us, please help us to know that when we are lost that you will come and find us.
Amen.”
• Make sure everyone has their name tag on and mark them present in the attendance chart
• Review the theme and memory verse from the previous day.
• Present today’s theme and help the students practice today’s memory verse Luke 19:10.
•

Teach them that “The Son of Man” refers to Jesus.
Tell the students: Today we are going to learn that because God loves us so much, even

when we don’t do what God wants us to do, God helps us change and do the right things. And
when we do, God is so happy, there are parties in heaven to celebrate!
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•

Bring out the tray covered. Tell the class you are going to uncover the tray for only three
to five seconds and they are to remember everything on it. Cover the tray quickly when the
time is up. Ask the class to close their eyes while you take one item off and hide it. Ask
them to open their eyes. Uncover the tray again for five seconds. When it is recovered,
ask which item is missing. Put the item back. Repeat this exercise several times.

•

With the class, decide on ten things that are really important to them. They might suggest
home, family, God, among others. Write them on the cards – one item to each card. Spread
them out so everyone can see them. Now take one away and ask what difference that would
make to them if, for example, they had no family or no home.

•

Ask if anyone has ever been lost, or felt that any of these listed items were lost. Have
them describe that experience.

Studying the Bible passage

Before reading the Bible passage, discuss that the word “repent” means turning from a life
of sin and sorrow to a life with God. Show the “U Turn” sign and compare making a “U turn” to
repentance because it means a complete change of direction.
Ask for a volunteer to read Luke 15:8-10. This is a short passage so several people can be
given a chance to read.

Jesus tells us that each and every one of us is important to God. We might think the woman
was foolish to spend so much time looking for one little coin, and silly to throw a party when it was
found, yet God does the same thing – searches until even just one of us is found and then rejoices.

Discuss these questions:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

How do we know the woman lost something important to her?
How do you think she felt while she was looking?
How did she feel when she found it?
What emotions did her friends and neighbors feel when they were called?
What is a “sinner who repents”?
How many sinners have to repent before there is rejoicing?
Why does the parable end talking about sinners who repent when it began with a search for
a lost coin?
Can you think of any other parables that talk about lost things being found? (The lost sheep

9.

What is Jesus telling us in this parable?

Luke 15:1-7 and the prodigal son Luke 15:11-32)

Reflecting on the Bible passage
Tell the class, “The world does not treat all people as being of equal value.” Ask if they
agree or disagree with that statement and ask them to give examples to support their opinions.

Then say, “To God all people are of equal value.” Ask if they agree or disagree. Why?
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Does the way we live show that we believe the way the world does, or the way God does?
How? Is there something more we can do?
Applying the Bible passage to our lives

Explain that the class is going to tell the story by making pictures of the scenes in today’s
parable. Ask them to decide what pictures they will make. Have the students partner in groups of
2 or 3. Assign the scenes to the groups and pass out the paper, crayons or markers, and
construction paper. The colored paper can be cut to frame each scene. When they are finished,
put the scenes in order and number them on the back. Perhaps the class can use the art they
created to tell the story to the whole group at the closing or to a younger class.
Optional Activity
Play the “freeze-change” game. One person is selected. The rest move until
they’re told to freeze in a funny position. The selected person leaves the room. One
person slightly changes his or her position. For example, maybe he had two hands on his
head and now he puts one hand on his hip. The selected person comes back and, looking
over the group, tries to find the position that has changed. Play as many rounds as
there are students.
Optional Activity
Distribute copies of the “U Turn Game” handout and let the students have time to
fill them out. Take time to discuss, share answers as a group.
Optional Activity
“Where are you?” Game. Using the signs provided or creating your own, place the
first two signs at opposite sides of the room (“I don’t know! I need Jesus to find me!”
opposite of “I’m lost! I’m sure God doesn’t want me here”) and the third one at the
center (“I’m right here with God!”).
Ask the group to stand up. Pick out one of the cards and ask the group:

“When you (
whatever the card says
) , where are you? Are you
lost or are you with God?“ Have them answer by walking over and stand by the sign

which best answers the question for them. Ask questions on the cards or create your
own questions. Play for a while, letting a volunteer student read the cards for the group
from time to time.
Conclusion

Challenge the class to try this: whenever they see another person, even a stranger on the
street, say in their minds, “You are important to God and I am important to God.”
Review today’s memory verse Luke 19:10 and close with a brief prayer.
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Repent means:
Time to do a “U Turn” !
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Handout

The U-Turn Game
I feel closest to God when…

I feel farthest from God when…

Time for a U-Turn !
God loves me and wants me close by…
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Where are you? Game
… get mad at your
friend

… read your Bible

… get mad at your
friend AND punch him
or her

… really want to go
… tell your dad you
… get mad at your
would not use his tools play with your friends
friend and forgive him
but then you went
even though there is a
or her
ahead and used his
church service getting
hammer
ready to start

… tell your dad that
you borrowed his tools
without permission

… fight with your
brother

…. do what your
mother asked you to
do

… do your homework
but your sister helped
you with parts of it

… wish you had better
clothes, like your
friend’s

… cut off a small tree
limb just for the fun
of it.
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Stories of God’s Love

The Sower
Day Five
4th – 6th Grade
THEME:
BIBLE PASSAGE:
MEMORY VERSE:

Objective

Preparation

“The Love of God Grows in My Heart”
Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23
“The seed cast on good earth is the person who hears and
takes in the [Good] News and then produces a harvest
beyond his wildest dreams.” Matthew 13:23 (The Message)
The child will know the story and will understand that God wants us to
grow in the faith and that we bear fruit.
•
•

•

•

Material

•
•
•
•

Prepare and study the class carefully, reading the Bible passage
several times.
Prepare and have ready all the material you will use, so that you
might be able to make the best out of the time allocated for the
lesson.
Always have your Bible in your hand so that the students will know
and understand that all they are going to learn is coming from the
Word of God.
Ask the Holy Spirit for guidance to meet the lesson’s objective so
that the lesson might be a great blessing for the children and may
touch the hearts of those in need.
Pictures or illustrations where people are evangelizing.
Pictures or illustrations of a sower in a field, to give context to
the Bible story.
Cups filled with dirt where different kinds of seeds are growing.
Memory verse printed out on paper to post on the wall.

Introduction
Welcome the group, making the students feel that Jesus has chosen them to be great
followers, to be here today and to give them a great mission to accomplish.
• Ask the children if they know or remember anyone whose job it is to sow the fields. Let
them tell you of their experiences and what they notice about a sower.
• Show them the illustrations you brought to explain some of the characteristics of a sower
to the children.
• Let them observe and handle the seed cups and explain to them why they are wet or dry.
Explain what a sower does and that sometimes what they sow might dry up and die if it does
not get the proper attention.
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•

Introduce and practice the memory verse Matthew 13:23. You may want to have them look
up the passage in their Bibles. Print the memory verse and post it on the wall. You may want
to cover it (partially or completely) when working on memorizing it.

Studying the Bible passage
Today we learn in God’s word about how people receive the seed of the Word of God and in
some cases that leads to growth, and in others it dries up and dies, which makes Jesus sad.
Let me explain: You know your parents love you, right? And they want you to be a boy or girl
that loves others, right? Well, imagine that love is like a little seed that your parents have planted
in your heart. They love you, so that seed begins to grow. They teach you how to be nice to others,
and that seed grows and grows, like an apple tree right before it’s ready to give its apples. Then
your parents notice that you are being nice to your cousin, or your friend, or a grown up. When you
are loving towards others, it is like the “love seed” your parents planted is now a tree that is giving
us its fruit, like an apple tree gives us its apples! Oh, how happy that makes your parents! Well, it’s
similar with God. The seed God plants is a seed of love which comes right from the Bible, which is
God’s word to us. The story today will help us think about the seed of love which God plants in our
hearts, and how sometimes that seed will grow and other times it might not.
The Bible tells us a story of a sower who was very happy and full of confidence went to his field
to sow, and as he spread the seeds, they fell all over the place: the road, among rocks, in the thorns
and on the soil.
When it was time to check on how the seeds were doing, he realized that not all the seeds had
germinated (that is, that no all the seeds had begun to produce the plant it was supposed to):
• The ones that fell on the road were eaten up by the birds.
• The ones that fell among stones got too hot because of the sun and burned
• The ones that fell among the thorns were able to grow, but then the thorns crowded them
out and the seeds died out.
• But the seeds that fell on the good soil grew up and produced fruit.
The sower was very happy with the seeds that did grow and he set out to take care of them, giving
them the time and care they need.

Have the children act out the passage as you read the story from the Bible. Get several kids
to be the different kinds of characters: sower, a seed in each of the types of soil, the sun, the
birds, the thorns, etc. You may want to give them some clues about how to act out their part (the
birds flapping their wings, the growing plant spreading its branches, etc.). As you read the story,
have the characters come alive and act the story as they hear the biblical passage.

Reflecting on the Bible passage
Ask the children these questions to help them reflect and to realize what Jesus is trying to teach
us through the story.
• Why didn’t all the seeds grow up nice and healthy?
• How do you think the sower felt when he saw some seeds not make it?
• What does the sower do to keep the healthy ones alive?
• What does it mean to bear fruit?
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•

•

Just like seeds, there are other things that grow. Earlier I mentioned that the love our
parents have for us is like a little seed that grows in our hearts. Does the love we have for
our family grow? What helps it grow? Or how much we like our friends, what makes that
friendship grow?
The seed we hear about in the story is a feeling that tells us for sure that God loves us. To
believe in God, to have faith, is to be sure that God loves us, even if we can’t see God. (Ask
them to look up Hebrews 11:1 and have one of them read it aloud. ) Believing in God, having
faith, is something that also grows in us like a seed. The more we learn about God in the
Bible, and the more we come to church, we can feel that little seed growing in our hearts.

Applying the Bible passage to our lives
This love and this patience which the sower shows in this Bible story is a love that doesn’t
compare to anything we know
This love is the love Jesus has for us.
Jesus gave his life to save our life. His love is the seed which our Lord sowed in our hearts
and he wants that love to grow in us, healthy and strong, so we may be obedient to him, sharing that
same seed of love with our friends. Tell others about this love and you will be sowing that same seed
in their hearts, and you can then wait to see the growth of that love of Jesus in your friend’s heart.

Ask the students:
•
•
•

Who teaches you about God’s love?
What kinds of things help your faith in God grow?
Think about how the people who teach you about God’s love do it. What are some things they
do or say that help you learn about God? Let’s practice sharing our faith in God with others
(have them brainstorm statements they’ve recalled their teachers using to learn about God.

You may want to add things like “Jesus loves you,” “God listens to us when we pray,” “God
speaks to us through the stories in the Bible,” etc. Then have them practice saying those
phrases to each other). Have the students take turns role playing being the person who is
sharing their faith and the person listening.
•

What happens when that seed of faith we’ve planted, that seed of the growing awareness of
God’s love, begins to grow? How do we help it grow healthy?

•

You may want to take this opportunity to share your testimony with the students, about how
you have come to believe in Jesus as your Lord and Savior and how people in your life have
nurtured that belief. Review with the class how this whole week we have studied stories of
God’s love for us, and the greatest proof of God’s love for us is that Jesus, the Son of God,
came to earth to redeem God’s people, to grant us forgiveness for our sins. God did this
through Jesus’ teaching, life, death on the cross and his resurrection. Tell the students how
important it is to have that relationship with God, to have that seed of faith grow in our
hearts. Maybe someone has planted that seed in the past, or maybe it’s been planted this
week. But what is important is that God wants that love, that faith, to grow in us. Tell the
students that you are going to lead them in prayer, and in that prayer, those who feel God is
touching their heart, may pray for God to plant that seed and help it grow in their hearts.
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Invite the students to close their eyes in prayer and then pray asking God to lead these
students to a closer relationship with Jesus (you may use this prayer or one you create):
o

o

“Lord God, we thank you for these your sons and daughters who have come to church
to learn about your love and grow in their faith. Lord God, you know their hearts,
and they feel you working in their lives, they sense that you touch their hearts.
Loving God. They want to be closer to you. They know that Jesus died for our sins
and that you raised Jesus from the dead to give us new life. Loving God, while the
rest the class has its eyes closed, if anyone here wants to tell you God for the first
time that he/she wants to give you thanks for your grace, to accept the gift you
have given us in Jesus, that they want to proclaim that Jesus is their Lord, then I
invite those people, while all have their eyes closed, to raise their hand for just a
moment so I may be able to pray for them as this seed grows in their heart. Hear
them Lord, as they pray this prayer silently in their hearts:
<< Lord, I know that you love me and that you want the best for me. I believe
in my heart that it is because you love me that Jesus came to earth to teach
us, to show us the way to you, to die for our sins, and to be raised so we
could have new life. I pray that you forgive my sins and that you let this be
the day that I open my heart so this seed of your love, of faith may grow, so
that Jesus will be in control of my life, helping me serve you and be obedient
to you. In the name of Jesus our Lord we pray. Amen. >> ”

Be sure to follow up with those who raised their hands during the prayer (either
during the next activity or following class). Encourage them, pray with them, point
them out to the pastor or leadership team so they may help them grow in their faith
in the days after VBS. You may want to give them a token of encouragement to help
them remember this day (a bookmark, a little gift, a certificate, a Bible, etc.)

Invite the class to work in teams to use the magazines, art supplies, etc. to create collages
showing how the seeds of faith grow. What different kinds of fruit can our faithful hearts yield?
Conclusion
Jesus, our good friend has sown in us a seed of love and (remind them it’s to believe in God,
to have faith, is to be sure that God loves us, even if we can’t see God ) and he wants us to share
those seeds so everyone will have faith and feel God’s love, so that one day, just like the sower was
happy to see its seeds live, so will our Lord Jesus be happy to see the fruit from those who were
able to let that seed in them live and give fruit and multiply.
Invite a friend to the church so he/she may know who that God is our loving Father in
heaven.
And that way you will be sowing in their hearts the seed of God’s love, the word of God.

Thank the students for their participation throughout the week. Invite them to keep coming
to the church. Offer a closing prayer.
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