“Disciples Treasure Hunt / Discípulos Buscando Tesoros”
2009 VBS Blitz
Daily Craft Overview
Monday:
Moses and his staff – God gives us the tools to serve.
Treasure Map – Moses worried about how to do what God was commanding him. God showed Moses that God
would equip him with what was necessary to carry out God’s command. The map allows the children to chart the
journey of Moses by using 4 pictures of Moses using his staff to achieve the task which God called him to do.
The map is made from brown paper. It is crumpled up to look like a map and when finished can be rolled and
tied with yarn. Moses’ journey can be mapped out with markers, placing the pictures along the trail. The
children will be encouraged to draw palm trees, desserts or rivers on the map. Stickers can also be used
(treasure box can be placed near the last picture of Moses leading the people out of Egypt.)
Tuesday:
Elijah and the widow of Zarephath – God blesses those who act with faith.
Matching Game (English/Spanish Flash Cards for youth) – The widow of Zarephath, though she saw she had little to
share, was blessed by God for her faithful hospitality. The matching game features pictures from the story. This will
allow the children to retell the story of how the widow took the risk to make the bread for the hungry Elijah, though
she only had enough meal and oil for her son and the widow.
The matching game features 7 pictures of the story of Elijah, including the theme written in English and
Spanish. The pictures will be colored with crayons and stamped on the reverse side. Each picture is shown
twice, so there are a total of 14 squares. The children will cut the squares out and then they are ready to play
the game and retell the story. The youth will be stamping their flash cards and practicing the English words.
Wednesday: Jesus feeds the five thousand – God’s abundance surprises us.
A Fish and a Basket – Jesus challenged the disciples when they thought there was not enough food, showing them
that in God there is only abundance. The fish and the basket remind the children about the ways that God surprises
us with his miracle of feeding the five thousand. Once they take the craft home, the fish can be taken apart and the
family will have a wash cloth and a bar of soap to use.
The fish is made by wrapping a wash cloth around a bar of soap and tying it with yarn. The fish can be
decorated with stickers. The children will weave strips of paper to create a basket. It is recommended that
the children are given real bread in a baggy to complete the story.
Thursday:
Mary anoints Jesus with the oil – God welcomes our heart-felt worship.
Praying Hands Window – Mary’s anointing of Jesus, though criticized by some, was an act of worship which Jesus
welcomed. The window reminds the children that we are to express our love for God through daily worship.
The praying hands window is placed on a tri-fold piece of card stock, which allows it to stand up when
completed. The window is decorated with fun foam shaped heart stickers, giving it the appearance of stained
glass. The praying hands are added in the center of the tri-fold paper with the daily memory verse in both
languages, stapled to the sides.
Friday:
The widow offers two coins – God knows our hearts.
Treasure Memory Bag – The widow offered her two coins. The treasure memory bag will help the children remember
the many treasures that they have collected through the week.
The Treasure memory bag is made out of a manila envelope and lacing is used to create a shoulder strap.
The bag will be decorated with photos or hand drawn pictures of treasured memories of their week of VBS.

Monday: Moses and his staff – Exodus 4:1-5 (6-17)
Theme:

God gives us the tools to serve.

Memory Verse: “Take in your hand the staff, with which you shall perform the signs.” Exodus 4:17
Craft tie-in: Moses worried about how to do what God was commanding him. God showed Moses that God
would equip him with what was necessary to carry out God’s command. The map allows the children to chart the
journey of Moses with 4 pictures of Moses using his staff to achieve the task which God called him to do.

Treasure Map
Materials per person:
1 – 16” x 14” (approx.) piece of brown drop cloth paper (see preparation steps)
1 – set of Moses pictures (precut for preschoolers) from copy paper
Decorate map with stickers (paper &/or foam – Biblical animals, fish, birds, palm
trees &/or treasure box), markers, construction paper, tissue paper
1 – 18” piece of yarn (any color)
1 – snack size Ziploc bag (for preschool only – for set of pictures and stickers)
1 – gallon size Ziploc bag for each individual project
Scissors
Scotch Tape
Stapler
Crayons – to color the Moses pictures
If glue is available, other decorating material could be used, sand could be used to add
texture.
Preparation Steps:
1. Cut 9’ x 12’ brown paper drop cloth into 48 equal rectangles (this paper is
available at Menards in their paint section for $3.97/each). The drop cloth is
actually folded into rectangles, which are close to these measurements.
2. Before you go – print off the set of Moses pictures on copy paper (not on card
stock due to the finished map being rolled up.
3. Pre-construct palm trees out of construction and tissue paper (see picture).
For the younger children
1. Pre-cut the Moses pictures (place in snack size Ziploc bag)
2. Select a small assortment of stickers (place in snack size Ziploc bag)
3. Tear rough edge around circumference of the brown paper rectangle
Steps for Assembling:
1. Tear-off a rough edge around the circumference of the brown paper (to create
an old map effect)
2. Crumple up the brown paper and then flatten out
3. Color and cut-out the set of Moses pictures

4. Staple, tape or glue the pictures onto the map (spreading them out over the
map space – see example of map)
5. Draw the path for Moses to follow, using crayons or markers
6. Enhance the map by adding the stickers, tissue paper &/or construction paper
palm trees, water and oasis (these things could also be colored on the map with
crayons or markers
7. Once the map is completed, roll the map up
8. Tie-up map with the 18” piece of yarn

Tuesday: Elijah and the widow of Zarepheth–1 Kings 17:1-7) 8-16
Theme: God blesses those who act with faith.
Memory Verse: “The jar of meal was not emptied neither did the jug of oil fail,
according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.” 1 Kings 17:16
Craft tie-in: The widow of Zarephath, though she saw she had little to share, was
blessed by God for her faithful hospitality. The matching game features pictures
from the story. This will allow the children to retell the story of how the widow
took the risk to make the bread for the hungry Elijah, though she only had enough
meal and oil for her son and the widow.

Matching Game (English/Spanish Flash Cards for Youth)
Materials per person:
1 – sheet of 12 game pieces printed on white card stock (see sample)
Youth – 1 sheet of English/Spanish flash cards
Scissors
Crayons
Self-inked stamps (Christian symbols available through Oriental Trading Company #IN-36/17 – 24 stamps)
1 – Sandwich size Ziploc bag (to hold finished game pieces)
Preparation Steps:
1. Before you go – print off the sheets of game pieces and English/Spanish Flash
Cards on card stock paper.
Young Children
1. Pre-cut the game pieces
Steps for Assembling:
1. Color the game pieces
2. Stamp the reverse side of
the game pieces with the
Christian stamps (Youth: can
stamp the flash cards)
3. Cut the game pieces apart
(helpful hint: instruct the
children that as they cut
each piece, have them place
the piece in the Ziploc bag)
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Wednesday: Jesus feeds the five thousand – Matthew 14:13-21
Theme: God’s abundance surprises us.
Memory Verse: “Jesus said to them „They need not go away:
you give them something to eat.‟ ” Matthew 14:16
Craft tie-in: Jesus challenged the disciples when they thought there was not enough food,
showing them that in God there is only abundance. The fish and the basket remind the
children about the ways that God surprises us with his miracle of feeding the five thousand.
Once they take the craft home, the fish can be taken apart and the family will have a wash
cloth and a bar of soap to use.

A Fish and a Basket
Materials per person:
Woven Pocket Basket:
1 – 9 x 12 dark brown piece of construction paper
8 – 1” x 9” strips (cut from a 9 x 12 light brown piece of construction paper)
1 – Gallon size Ziploc bag
Optional time filler - Decorate with Christian stickers (paper or fun foam)
Assemble baskets for younger children
Stapler
Tape
Glue sticks (if applicable)
Washcloth and Soap Fish:
1 – light weight white washcloth
1 – regular bar of soap (we suggest you buy it after arriving in Mexico)
6 – multi-colored self stick (garage sale) circle stickers
2 – self-stick fun foam fish fins (see picture of example)
2 – self-stick fun foam fish eyes (see picture of example)
1 – 18” piece of yarn
1 – medium size rubber band
1 – snack size Ziploc bag
Hole punch
Optional½ slice of bread placed in a snack size Ziploc bag
OR
1 – picture of bread (pre-cut for younger children)
Preparation Steps:
Woven Pocket Basket:
1. Cut light brown construction paper into 1” x 9” strips

2. Fold dark brown paper in half. Beginning at the fold, cut 3 segments – 2 ¼”
apart (see diagram). Leave a one inch border at the top and bottom uncut.
3. Younger children – prepare and assemble
4. Place all items in a gallon size Ziploc bag
Washcloth and Soap Fish:
1. Remove soap from packaging
2. Cut (any color) yarn into 18” pieces
3. Cut self-stick fins from fun foam (see pattern
on the right)
4. Punch black eyeballs out of self-stick fun
foam with a hole punch (helpful hint: Take the
back off the self-stick foam and attaching
them to a piece of wax paper, insuring they do
not get lost)
5. Cut a strip of 6 self-stick (garage sale) circular stickers
6. Place a small parts in a snack size Ziploc
7. Place all craft parts (including baskets pieces) in the gallon Ziploc bag
Steps for Assembling:
Woven Pocket Basket:
1. Weave the 8 light
brown strips into
the slits of the
dark brown paper
2. If using glue
sticks, glue the
ends of the light
brown strips to the
dark brown paper
3. Fold the woven
paper in half, then
staple two sides to
form a pocket or
“basket”
4. Time filler – decorate with Christian stickers

Washcloth and Soap Fish:
1. Place soap into the
center of the washcloth
2. Gather the washcloth
around the soap and
secure with rubber band
(to make the fish tail)
3. Place colored stickers on
the ends of the tail and
positioning eyes and
mouth (see example).
Add fins and eyeballs
4. Tie the piece of yarn
into a bow around the
tail
5. When assembly is complete, fish can be placed in pocket basket along with real
bread (optional).

Thursday: Mary anoints Jesus – John 12:1-8
Theme: God welcomes our heart-felt worship.
Memory Verse: “Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus‟
feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.”
John 12:3
Craft tie-in: – Mary‟s anointing of Jesus, though criticized by some, was an act of worship
which Jesus welcomed. The window reminds the children that we are to express our love for
God through daily worship.

Praying Hands Window
Materials per person:
1 – 9 x 12 white piece of card stock
1 – arch shaped black window
1 – praying hand picture
1 – sheet with Bible scripture (English/Spanish)
20-25 – self-stick heart shaped fun foam stickers (various sizes and colors) - Please try and use heart shaped stickers as it refers to the theme!
1 – 2” x 1” strip out of black construction paper
1 – snack size Ziploc bag
1 – gallon size Ziploc bag
Time filler – Markers to decorate outside of window
Scissors
Tape
Stapler
Glue Stick – if applicable
Preparation Steps:
1. Use the pattern to trace and
cut window from black
construction paper (should get 2
windows from a 9 x 12 piece of
construction paper)
2. Pre-print praying hands onto
ivory (flesh colored) copy paper
3. Pre-cut the silhouette of the
praying hands (see example)
4. Pre-print the English/Spanish
Bible verses onto colored copy paper
5. Fold the white card stock, finding the center and then tri-folding the ends
equally into the center (see example)
6. Pre-cut 1” x 2” strip from black construction paper, using window scraps

7. Younger children – Fan fold the black strip of paper and tape, staple or glue
stick strip to praying hands picture
8. Pre-package self-stick heart stickers, black paper strip and praying hands
picture, using snack size Ziploc bag
9. Pre-package all craft pieces into gallon
size Ziploc bag
Steps for Assembling:
1. Cut Bible passages out
2. Tape, Staple or glue stick Bible
Scripture to the inside of the tri-fold
(see picture)
3. Decorate black window with self-stick
heart stickers (helpful tip: please do
this step prior to attaching to tri-fold,
especially with younger children)
4. Staple black window to the inside center
of the tri-fold
5. (Older children) Fan fold the black strip
of paper
6. Tape, staple or glue stick the black
strip to the praying hands picture (this
will create a pop-up effect)
7. Tape, staple or glue stick the other end
of the strip to the window
8. Time Filler – Decorate outside of window
with markers
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Friday:

The Widow offers two coins – Mark 12:41-44

Theme: God knows our hearts.
Memory Verse:
“Then he called his disciples and said to them: „Truly I tell you, this
poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury.‟” Mark
12:43
Craft tie-in: The widow offered her two coins. The treasure memory bag will help the

children remember the many treasures that they have collected through the week.

Treasure Memory Bag
Materials per person:
1 – 9 x 12 manila mailing envelope
1 – 5’ jute cord, lanyard lacing or yarn
4 – wooden beads (only for ages 6 and older)
2 – cardboard circles (for coins)
2 – aluminum foil squares (to cover coins)
Optional – 1 – color sheet of the widow and her coins
Decorations for bags: markers, stickers (foam or paper), colored electrical tape
(recommended for youth & can be found at Home Depot - $3.57/roll), pre-printed
colored pictures of maps, VBS song, VBS logo or group pictures
Tape
Glue stick, if applicable
Preparation Steps:
1. Cut off 2 inches from
the top of the manila
envelope (right below
the clasp)
2. Hole punch 6 evenly
spaced holes along both
sides of envelope (see picture)
3. Cut jute, lanyard lacing or yarn in 5’ pieces
4. If using jute or yarn, wrap a piece of tape around one end of each piece and
tie a knot at other end (to facilitate lacing process)
5. Cut (lightweight) cardboard circles, using sample template
6. Cut aluminum foil into 3 x 3 squares
7. If using pictures, the maps, group pictures, VBS song and logo should be
printed (this will require a color copier)
8. Optional – pre-print coloring sheet of widow and her coins
9. Place all craft items into a gallon size Ziploc bag

Steps for Assembling:
1. Slide 2 beads onto jute/lacing/yarn and lace through the holes on both sides
of the envelope, leaving a large loop at the top to create a strap (see
picture)
2. Slide the other 2 beads and secure with a double knot
3. Decorate bag with markers, stickers, colored electrical tape (youth) &/or
pictures
4. Cover cardboard circles with aluminum foil squares to create shiny coins
(once completed – can be placed in bag)
5. Optional coloring sheet of widow and her coins can be sent home in the bag
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