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Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
 

Final Examination of Candidates for Ministry 
 
 
 
Purpose for Questioning Candidates for Ordination 
 
The examination of a candidate should be for the purpose of assessing the knowledge and information 
he/she possesses, to stimulate the candidate’s thinking, and to determine the candidate’s level of maturity in 
preparation for the ministry.  It is a time to verify his/her understanding of the foundational truths of our 
faith, the identification and understanding of the importance or relevance of the three written components 
supporting our faith (Bible, Book of Confessions, and Book of Order). It is also an opportunity to reinforce 
the candidate’s self concept by allowing and encouraging him/her to fully participate in, and contribute to 
the ongoing discussion of our faith. This means that the questions used need to be adapted to fit the 
purpose. 
 
Given the time constraints, and in the realization that this is the last of the candidate’s formal preparatory 
steps, while all forms of questioning are probably legitimate, it would seem to me that it would be most 
appropriate to limit questions to those which allow the candidate to demonstrate the ability to draw upon 
and apply the knowledge and understanding of the tenets of the Presbyterian faith acquired by his/her 
training, study, and life experiences.   --    that the “rightness” or “wrongness” of answers can be 
determined through the logic, rationale and insight demonstrated in the candidate’s responses. 
 
We need to consider the quality of the questions we ask.  Take time to read/study the candidate’s Statement 
of Faith --carefully formulating questions clearly stated and avoiding ambiguity (What about the 
resurrection?  Yeah, what about it??) Questions also need to be singular in subject.   
 
Avoid questions that are so complicated and detailed that they only serve to confuse the candidate when 
he/she attempts to identify what type of thinking operation the question calls for. Then there are the 
Gotcha’ questions -- tricky or divisive.  It is also a time to avoid questions that are too clinical, too 
intellectually detailed, deep philosophical/theological in nature. And above all, avoid speculative questions 
with little or no religious relevance.   
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Examples of Types of Questions to Consider  
 
Yes/No type are not very productive unless they also expect words of affirmation, denial/rejection, 
elaboration on choice of response:  (“Do you believe the Holy Spirit resides within all men?”  “Is abortion 
wrong?”) 
 
Construction type which requires information (scenario) from which the respondent is to construct an 
answer:  (Young couple  (strangers) want to have baby baptized.  Mother was baptized and attended church 
up to age ten.  Father has no religious background.  What would be an appropriate response /course of 
action?) 
 
Convergent type which stimulates explanation, association, iscrimination, formulation, and illustration. 
 
Factual Recall type depends on the level of thinking required.   
    (NOT “Who was John Calvin?”    BUT “What is the impact of John Calvin’s life on the reformed 
church?”) 
 
Open type: Often gives opportunities for a wide range of responses that are considered acceptable.  
    (“If you wanted to establish an alternative form of worship, what elements would you include in it?) 
 
Closed type: Using acquired information and/or knowledge. 
         (What must a man do to receive God’s forgiveness?) 
 
Divergent type: Allowing the candidate to generate his/her own steps, processes, procedures. 
    ( “How can a man modify his heart in order to...make it a suitable home for the Holy Spirit ...to allow 
him to express love for God -- his wife?) 
 
Evaluative type:  To explain a situation, propose a possible outcome  
(may lead to justifying a position)  
   (Why would you say that a terminal illness/disease did not come from       God.?  What are some of your 
reasons for calling drug abuse a sin?) 
 
Final Thoughts:  Keep in mind when questioning a candidate it is appropriate to: 

• Ask the candidate to expand on responses if he/she provides short or fragmentary answers. 
• Ask the candidate to repeat and amplify if the response needs clarification. 
• Ask the candidate to theologically justify a previous response.  (“Upon what basis did you form 

this conclusion?”) 
• Be willing to wait for thinking to take place.   Allow the candidate to take the amount of time 

required for him to respond to the best of his ability.   
• Avoid repeating the question unless the candidate requests it.  
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List of Possible Reformed Theology Questions for Candidates 

 
1. What is your understanding of mission? 

2. What is your understanding of the authority of scripture? 

3. What is your understanding of grace? 

4. What is your understanding of judgment? 

5. What is your understanding of what it means to be “Reformed always reforming”? 

6. Share three ways reformed tradition views atonement and share which one you prefer. 

7. What do you value about John Calvin? 

8. What do you value most in the reformed tradition? 

9. What does your understanding of ___________ have to do with your day to day care for 

the people of God? 

10. What does baptism signify and share your understanding of the sacrament? 

11. What would you include in a Eucharistic Prayer? 

12. If God is sovereign, why does evil take place in the world? 

13. What do Presbyterians mean when we say God is sovereign? 

14. What do you believe about predestination/election? 

15. Are human beings inherently good or inherently bad?  Explain. 

16. Why do Presbyterians engage in social ministry? 

17. What does it mean that human beings are stewards of God’s creation? 

18. What is your definition of the Church? 

19. How does reformed theology deal with non-Christian religions? 

20. If the chief end of God’s people is to glorify and enjoy God forever, how do we do that? 

21. What’s the difference between the ordinations of elders, deacons, and ministers of Word 
and Sacrament? 
 

22. How is Christ present in the Lord’s Supper and share your understanding of the 
sacrament? 
 

23. Why is the Trinity monotheistic? 

24. Why do Presbyterians value the Old Testament even though Jesus is not mentioned in 
it?’ 
 

25. What is your understanding of the virgin birth? 
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John Hage – Ordination Examination 
Indianapolis-Second Lakefellow 

 
Statement of Faith 

 
In all eternity the triune God exists and loves as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 
  I believe in God the Father, the sovereign Creator of the world.  God created every 
human being, male and female of every race, equally in God’s image.  God created us to live and 
love in freedom, to regard others before ourselves, and to live in community.  As God’s creatures, 
human beings were given the gift of life and love but we rebelled against God.  Because of our 
rebellion, God sent his Son Jesus Christ.       
 

I believe in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ was both 
human, and divine.  Christ lived among us as the faithful witness of the transformative and 
limitless love of the triune God.   Jesus Christ manifested and proclaimed the reign and love of 
God, was crucified and suffered the extreme depths of human pain by freely sacrificing his life.  
He did this in order that we may be redeemed and given new and eternal life in return because of 
his resurrection.  As a result of belief in Jesus Christ and his resurrection, human beings are 
delivered from the powers of sin, evil, and death. 

 
I believe that our lives are governed by the Holy Spirit through the engagement and 

proclamation of Scripture.   Scripture is the unique and authoritative witness to the revelation of 
God.   

 
 I believe in God the Holy Spirit, who is the advocate, comforter, sustainer, and sanctifier who 
has been promised to us until Christ’s return.  The same Spirit that is revealed through Holy 
Scripture claims us through confession of faith and Baptism and empowers us to live upright, 
consistent, and joyful lives in gratitude and service.   
 

I believe that there are two sacraments: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  Both of these 
sacraments are visible signs of God’s invisible grace.  I believe that in Baptism we are united to 
Christ’s death and resurrection.  Through Christ’s death and resurrection, we are promised new 
life because our sins are forgiven and we are made clean.  I believe in infant baptism because it 
witnesses to the truth that God’s love and grace claims people before they are able to respond in 
faith.  As a forgiven people, Baptism calls us to be a community which is formed by the Holy Spirit 
to love, support, and teach each other. 

 
I believe in the Lord’s Supper which seals and confirms Christ’s promise to us that we are 

unified with Him in his death and resurrection.  During the Lord’s Supper, the Holy Spirit unites us 
with Jesus Christ whose body is in heaven.  In the Lord’s Supper we remember Christ and the 
sacrifice He made for us and we are united to each other as the communion of saints both past 
and present.  It is as a community during the Lord’s Supper that we also reaffirm the covenant 
between God and his people. We feel his presence while partaking in the elements, and we look 
forward to our glorious future with the Lord.  
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Presbytery of Whitewater Valley        NQR MISSION VENTURE INVITATION          June 7, 2006 
 

 

NQR Mission Venture 
January 27 – 31, 2007 

 
Have you ever wanted to go to Northern Quintana Roo, 

but you were unable to participate in our VBS trips to Mexico? 
 
Rev. Quentin Small will lead a group of people eager to learn 

more about the mission work with our partners in Mexico. 
Participants on this Mission Venture will… 

• get a first-hand overview of ministry by our partner 
churches,  

• cheer on the Whitewater Valley Dental Team as they 
care for over 300 patients,  

• worship God with our NQR brothers and sisters,  
• experience the beauty of the Mayan Riviera, and 

more.  
 

Besides, January is much warmer  
in Mexico than in Indiana! 

 
Space is limited 

Deadline for registration is September 9, 2006 
To reserve your spot contact: 

Rev. Felipe N. Martinez 
fmartinez@whitewatervalley.org 

(317) 542-5500 
 
 

mailto:fmartinez@whitewatervalley.org
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 REPORT TO PRESBYTERYREPORT TO PRESBYTERY 
 
  The Stated Clerk & Session Records Review Committee members conducted 
three workshops/reading sessions for the Clerks of Session (or their alternates) in February and 
March...  Of the 68 churches in the presbytery needing to present records, 59  presented their 2005 
Session Minute Books and Registers for review; 46 were approved without exception.  We have 
now put all forms related to the review process on our web site so that they can be accessed any 
time during the year.  We modified the checklist to coordinate with the January Omnibus motion 
so that the review process will be easier and faster. 
 

Please note that absence of a FULL FINANCIAL REVIEW (or formal Audit), PROOF 
OF INSURANCE, and proof of INCORPORATION resulted in Minutes being NOT 
APPROVED.  It is the Session’s failure to complete these constitutionally mandated 
acts which resulted in the Minutes being not approved. 

 
CHANGE IN TERMS OF CALL forms continue to be reviewed and approved by the Committee on 
Ministry in April and May and the names of persons with approved calls are reported to the June 
& September meeting of Presbytery. 
 − Finally, as the primary administrative officer for the presbytery, I would remind all 
churches of the opportunity to receive a no cost bid from CHURCH MUTUAL INSURANCE 
whenever your policy is due for renewal.  We have a special arrangement with CHURCH 
MUTUAL which we believe will provide almost all of our congregations more extensive 
coverage for less money.  Please invite them to come and visit your church when renewing 
insurance. 
 THE STATED CLERK RESPECTFULLY REQUESTS THAT PRESBYTERY APPROVE 
THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE SRR AND COUNCIL AND TO ENTER 
THEM INTO THE PERMANENT RECORDS OF THE PRESBYTERY. 

 
I. Records approved without exception: (46) 

 
 

 
 
Anderson 
Avon, Whitelick 
Bluffton 
Boggstown 
Edinburgh 
 

 
Elwood 
FW, Grace 
FW United Faith 
Franklin, First 
Franklin, Hopewell 
Greenfield 
Greensburg, First 

Greensburg, Kingston 
Greenwood, Center Grove 
Greenwood, First 
Hartford City 
Indpls, Fairview 
Indpls, Faith 
Indpls, Immanuel 

Indpls, John Knox 
Indpls, Korean 
Indpls, Northminster 
Indpls, Saint Andrew 
Indpls, Saint Andrew (2004) 
Indpls, Second 
Indpls, Southminster 
Indpls, Southport 
Indpls, Tabernacle 
Indpls, Wallace St 
Indpls, Washington St. 

Indpls, Westminster 
Indpls, Witherspoon 
Indpls, Witherspoon (2004) 
Jonesboro, Grant County 
Knightstown, Bethel 
Lewisville, Ebenezer 
Liberty 
McCordsville, Christ 
Muncie, First 
New Castle 
Noblesville 

Ossian 
Portland 
Richmond, First 
Richmond, Reid 
Shelbyville 
Tipton 
Westfield, CrossRoads 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 Approved with the following ISSUES 
noted for reference and/or future correction (10) 
College Corner: No review of membership rolls. 
Connersville: No review of staff compensation 
Greensburg, Springhill: Officers of corporation 
not identified; stewardship education. 
Indpls, Irvington: Annual election of Treasurer; 
Corporation officers; periodic report of income 
and expenses. 
Lewisville, First: Joint meeting with Deacons; 
where Minutes are stored; ministry to Inactive 
member. 
Marion, Westminster: Officers of Corporation; 
Need to record baptisms. 
Muncie, St. Andrew: Need to record baptisms. 
Rushville, First: Content present but not 
assembled as permanent records. 
Winchester: Signatures; copy to acid free paper 
and placed in permanent record book. 
Zionsville: Moderator needs to sign minutes 
 

RECORDS NOT APPROVED (3) 
Fort Wayne, Trinity: Multiple issues; records 
deferred to Make-Up reading. 
Indpls, First Meridian Heights: Rolls need to be 
updated in complete detail.  Appointment of 
committee for FFR and completion of FFR. 
Indpls, Orchard Park:  Appointment of 
committee for FFR and completion of FFR. 
 

 
RECORDS NOT PRESENTED (9) 
Brookville, Mt. Carmel 
Clayton 
Decatur 
Fishers, New Hope 
FW Calvary-Third 
FW First 
Plainfield 
Rushville, Trinity 
Union City 

 

Make Up session will be held in 
September. 

 
 
 
 
It has been discovered that the Indiana 

Business Entity Report is no longer 
automatically sent to churches.  It can be 
accessed online at the website for the 
Secretary of State and all churches are 
directed to this site to complete you report 
and insure your continued Not for Profit 
Status 
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Presbytery of Whitewater Valley                        STATED CLERK’S MAIL                           June 7, 2006  
 
February 
 
2-81 from First P.C., Fort Wayne, IN, 2006 Pledge 
2-82 from First P.C. of Grant County,  Jonesboro, IN, Clerk of Session Questionnaire 
2-83 from Grace P.C., Fort Wayne, IN, 2005 Annual Report and FFR 
2-84 from First P.C., Fort Wayne, IN, MNRTP 
2-85 from First P.C., Shelbyville, IN,  Annual Reports 
2-86 from Calvary 3rd United P.C., Fort Wayne, IN, Annual Reports 
2-87 from CrossRoads Church at Westfield, Westfield, IN, Annual Reports 
2-88 from Southminster P.C., Indianapolis, IN, FFR 
2-89 from Presbyterian Church (USA) Investment and Loan Program, Louisville, KY, Rebate for Faith 

P.C. 
2-90 from Southport P.C., Indianapolis, IN, Per Capita Payment and Letter 
2-91 from John Knox P.C., Indianapolis, IN, Mission Pledge 
2-92 from CrossRoads Church at Westfield, Westfield, IN, FFR 
2-93 from Hopewell P.C., Franklin, IN, Necrology 
2-94 from Faith P.C., Indianapolis, IN, Necrology 
2-95 from First P.C., Franklin, IN, Clerks Questionnaire and Commissioner to Presbytery 
2-96 from PC(USA) Investment and Loan Program, Louisville, KY, Investment Certificates 
2-97 from Faith P.C., Indianapolis, IN, Ewing Installation 
2-98 from Faith P.C.,  Indianapolis, IN, Mission Pledge 
2-99 from Tabernacle P.C., Indianapolis, IN, Changes in Terms of Call 
2-100 from Northminster P.C., Indianapolis, IN  Changes in Terms of Call 
2-101 from Zionsville P.C., Zionsville, IN, Changes in Terms of Call 
2-102 from Bethel P.C., Knightstown, IN, FFR 
2-103 from Bob Wauzzinski, Muncie, IN, Parish Associate Report, Validated Ministries Report 
2-104 from First P.C., Hartford City, IN, Annual Reports 
2-105 from Hope United P.C., Plainfield, IN, RE: PILP Loan 
2-106 from First P.C., Edinburgh, IN, Clerk and Treasurer Form 
2-107 from First P.C., Edinburgh, IN, Necrology 
2-108 from First P.C., Edinburgh, IN, Clerk of Session Annual Questionnaire 
2-109 from First P.C., Noblesville, IN, Changes in Terms of Call 
2-110 from Zionsville P.C., Zionsville, IN, Sloop: Validated Ministries Report 
2-111 from Christ P.C., McCordsville, IN, Annual Reports 
2-112 from White Lick P.C., Avon, IN, MNRTP 
2-113 from Westminster P.C., Marion, IN, Necrology 
2-114 from First P.C., Portland, IN, Changes in Terms of Call 
2-115 from Community Action of Greater Indianapolis, Indianapolis, IN, J. Thomas Validated Ministries 

Report 
2-116 from First P.C., Portland, IN, January Consent Agenda 
2-117 from First P.C., Greenfield, IN, Commissioners to Presbytery 
2-118 from Grace P.C., Fort Wayne, IN, Changes in Terms of Call 
2-119 from RJ Pile, Indianapolis, IN, Management Letter 
2-120 from First P.C., Noblesville, IN, RE: Per Capita 
2-121 from First P.C., Franklin, C T of C 
2-122 from Dr. Myingku Lee, Muncie, IN, Statement of Faith for Presbytery Meeting 
2-123 from Springhill P.C., Greensburg, IN, FFRs 
2-124 from Irvington P.C., Indianapolis, IN, C T of C 
2-125 from Glenn Bell, Indianapolis, IN, Joyce Harris Installation 
2-126 from Southport P.C., Indianapolis, IN, Audit 
2-127 from Tim Shapiro, Indianapolis, IN, Validated Ministries Form 
2-128 from Fred Ritzius, Plainfield, IN, RE: PILP Loan 
2-129 from CrossRoads Church, Westfield, IN, C T of C 
2-130 from First P.C., Franklin, IN, Commissioners to Presbytery 
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Presbytery of Whitewater Valley                       STATED CLERK’S MAIL                              June 7, 2006 
 
March 
 
3-131 from Bill Arthur, Middletown, OH, Mt. Carmel Statistics 
3-132 from First P.C., Decatur, IN, January Consent Agenda 
3-133 from James R. Snyder, Fishers, IN, Gift to Presbytery 
3-134 from Tabernacle P.C., Indianapolis, IN, Joyce Harris Transfer 
3-135 from Presbytery of Wabash Valley, Rochester, IN, Linda Matlock completion of Sexual 

Misconduct Training 
3-136 from Dr. Larry Mason, Executive Minister, Indianapolis, IN, Cliff Cain Standing 
3-137 from First P.C. of Grant Co., Jonesboro, IN, FFR 
3-138 from Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy, St. Louis, MO, Call Form 
3-139 from Presbyterian Church U.S.A., Louisville, KY, Review of FA Entities by Research Services 
3-140 from Presbytery of Sheppards-Lapsley, Hoover, AL, Patrick Smith Transfer 
3-141 from Presbytery of New Covenant, Houston, TX, Rev. Harry Adamson 
3-142 from Bose, McKinney and Evans, Indianapolis, IN, Legal Expense 
3-143 from Faith P.C, Indianapolis, IN, Patrick Smith Installation Information 
3-144 from Fairview P.C., Indianapolis, IN, C to C 
3-145 from Second P.C., Indianapolis, IN, Jewish/Pres. Relations Breakfast 
3-146 from Presbytery of Santa Fe, Albuquerque, NM, Karen Hill Call 
3-147 from First P.C., Ossian, IN, FFR 
3-148 from Hope United P.C., Plainfield, IN, RE:Problems with PILP’s processing of loan 
3-149 from Wabash Valley Presbytery, Rochester, IN, Joyce Weekly Transfer 
3-150 from Immanuel P.C., Indianapolis, IN, FFR 
3-151 from First P.C. of Grant Co,, Jonesboro, IN, Clerk of Session and Treasurer change and 

Commissioners 
3-152 from CrossRoads Church at Westfield, Westfield, IN, Payment Toward Promissory Note 
3-153 from First P.C., Anderson, IN, Actions regarding a bequest received by session 
 
April 
 
4-154 from Presbytery of West Virginia, South Charleston, WV, John Holland Call and Transfer 
4-155 from Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, IN, Congregational Resource Center Thank 

You for Support 
4-156 from Northminster P.C., Indianapolis, IN, Commissioners to Presbytery 
4-157 from First P.C., Rushville, IN, Letter from Session 
4-158 from the Presbytery of Grand Canyon, Phoenix, AZ, Correspondence re Paul Stone 
4-159 from Christina Williams, Lebanon, IN, Request to be put on Pulpit Supply List 
 
May 

 
5-160 from Paul Stone, Franklin, IN, Correspondence related to Ganado 
5-161 from Westminster P.C., Indianapolis, IN, Program Invitation 
5-162 from Southminster P.C., Indianapolis, IN, Jan Albert—Pulpit Supply 
5-163 from The Board of Pensions of P.C. (USA), Philadelphia, PA, re: Mary  Chase 
5-164 from the Presbytery of Chicago, Chicago, IL, Adam Fronczek Transfer 
5-165 from Presbytery of Great Rivers, Peoria, IL, Norm Meyer-Labor outside bounds 
5-166 from Presbytery of Lake Michigan, Hudsonville, MI, Alan Pareis Transfer 
5-167 from P.C. (USA), Louisville, KY, Readers for Student Ordination Exams 
5-168 from The Presbytery of the Redwoods, Napa, CA, Shoemaker and Herron-Labor outside bounds 
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Presbytery of Whitewater Valley           COMMISSION ON MINISTRY ACTIONS           June 7, 2006 
 
JANUARY 25, 2006 ACTIONS OF THE COMMISSION ON MINISTRY 
 
The Committee on Ministry of Whitewater Valley Presbytery met Jan. 25, 2006 at the Presbytery office.  A 
quorum was present and the following actions were approved by the COM as Commission actions: 
 
 1.  SAUNDERS, ELDER MICK (Robert M) – CLP Rushville-Trinity  

CLP Training – Graduated Synod of Lincoln Trails, Dec. 2005 
The Committee on Ministry interviewed Elder (Robert M.) “Mick” Saunders and an Elder  
 representative from Trinity Presbyterian Church, Rushville, Indiana.  The COM APPROVED:  
 1.    that, pending a successful examination by the Presbytery on March 4, 2006  Elder  
            (Robert M.) “Mick” Saunders will be commissioned as a Lay Pastor to Trinity  
            Presbyterian Church, Rushville, Indiana for a period of three years, with permission to  
            perform all the functions provided in the Book of Order, G-14.0800,  8.c.   
 2.   that CLP Saunders will perform duties as described in the Position Description provided            
            by the  church; 
      3.   the Commissioned Lay Pastor Contract with  the following terms, effective March 4, 2006  
        for a period of one year and pending a successful CLP examination by the Presbytery on  
            March 4, 2006  
              Salary   $18,000    
   Housing/Utilities     $4,140 
   Pension/Medical  $7,950 
   Auto Allowance  $2,500 (vouchered at IRS rate) 
   Prof. Dev. Allowance $1,000 
   Vacation   Four weeks including four Sundays 
   Study Leave  Two weeks including two Sundays  
      4.   CLP Saunders participates in Social Security, signed and returned the Sexual Misconduct  
            Acknowledgement form, and returned the Clergy Data, Nominating and Leadership Profile  
            forms.  
      5.   A mentor will be appointed.   

            
2.   Myungku, Rev. Lee  (Validated Ministry Status serving Korean membership at Muncie-First) 
      The COM interviewed Rev. Lee for membership in the denomination and the Presbytery. CLP Carrie Jo  
       Miller, representing Muncie-First, was also interviewed.  Rev. Lee currently holds credentials with the  
       Korean Methodist Church.  
 The COM APPROVED: 
 1.  that, when the way be clear and pending a successful examination by the Presbytery 
                    on March 4, 2006 and the successful completion of a polity class, Rev. Myungku Lee be  
                    received as a member of  Whitewater Valley Presbytery, ecclesiastical code 791; and 
           2.  that,  having reviewed his qualifications and being satisfied all requirements to transfer his  
       credentials are satisfactory, the COM will recommend to Presbytery on March 4, 2006 that   
       Rev. Lee, who has been ordained more than five years and is a member of a denomination  
       which the PCUSA is in correspondence with,  be granted “Extraordinary Circumstance”  
                     regarding ordination examinations, Book of Order G-11.0404b 
           
     Rev. Lee participates in Social Security, received the Family Leave Policy, returned the Clergy 
  Data Form, signed and returned the Sexual Misconduct Policy and returned the Leadership Profile  
 form.  
 
3.    Bruns, Rev. Joshua (Fishers-New Hope Associate Pastors) 

The COM approved, at the request of  Rev. Joshua Bruns, his request to withdraw from 
participation in  Social Security.  On behalf of the COM, Stated Clerk Keith Geckeler will document 
this action with correspondence.  
 

4.    Hudson, Rev. Jill M. (Member at Large) 
The COM approved a request from Rev. Jill Hudson to transfer her membership to Ohio 
Valley  Presbytery. 
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5.   Petrov, Rev. Sergei (Member Grace Presbytery) 
 The COM approved the request of Rev. Sergie Petrov and Grace Presbytery to grant Rev.  
              Petrov permission to Labor Inside the Bounds of WWVP while serving the  Pastoral Care  
             Dept., St. Vincent Hospital, Indianapolis, as an ACPE Supervisor.  
 
6.   Ewing, Rev. Lyle (Grant County-First Presbyterian Church) 

The COM APPROVED the Installation Commission of Rev. Lyle Ewing, Feb. 5, 2006 at First 
Presbyterian Church of Grant County, Jonesboro, Indiana, 3:00 p.m.: Moderator,  Rev. Glen 
Bell; Elder Sue Whitaker, Muncie-First; Elder Ray Lockwood, Grant County-First;  Rev. Alan 
Thames; and Rev. David Smith 

            
7 Harris, Joyce (WWVP Candidate under Care) 

The COM APPROVED the Ordination Commission of Joyce L. Harris (formerly Weekly), Feb. 
19, 2006, 3:00 p.m. at Tabernacle Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, Indiana: Rev. Glen Bell, 
Moderator; Elder Beula Coughenour, Indianapolis-Tabernacle; Elder Roger Gale, Indianapolis-
Southport; Rev. June Barrow; Rev. Jim Capps; Ecumenical Representative Mrs. Ann Benson, 
Campus Crusade for Christ National Team; and other participants from Whitewater Valley 
Presbytery: Rev. John Bruington (Tabernacle) and Rev. Dr. Carol Johnston (Christian Theological 
Seminary). Rev. Jerry Van Auken, Wabash Valley Presbytery, was granted corresponding 
member of Presbytery status to participate in the service. 

 
8.  Lang, Rev. Karen (Indianapolis-Second Associate) 

The COM DISMISSED the Ordination  Commission of Rev. Karen Lang, Associate Pastor, 
Second Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, Indiana, Jan. 1, 2005, 11:00 a.m.:  Elder Jean Dodds, 
Moderator; Elder William Ragan, Indianapolis-Second Elder Anne Reynolds, Indianapolis-
Tabernacle; Rev. Dr. Lewis Galloway; Rev. Betty Gilbert; and Ecumenical Representative Rev. 
Marsha Hutchinson, St. Luke’s Methodist Church, Indianapolis, IN.  

 
9. Philabaun, Rev. Linda (Tipton-First; Elwood-First) 

The COM DISMISSED the Installation Commission for the Rev. Linda Philabaun, January 
22, 2006 at the First Presbyterian Church, Tipton, Indiana and also serves as a joint installation 
for the First Presbyterian Church, Elwood: Moderator, Elder Kaye Hirt Eggleston; Elder Mick 
Saunders (Lewisville-First); Elder May McNeal (Tipton-First); Rev. Betty Gilbert; Rev. Carolyn 
Raffensperber; other participants Elder Emily Leavell, Elwood-First and Rev. Frank Bean; and 
ecumenical representative Rev. Tom Watt, Desoto United Methodist Church, Muncie, Indiana.  

 
February 22, 2006 ACTIONS OF THE COMMISSION ON MINISTRY 
 
The Committee on Ministry of Whitewater Valley Presbytery met Feb. 22, 2006 at the Presbytery office.  A 
quorum was present and the following actions were approved by the COM as Commission actions: 
 
1.  Zinn, Rev. Peter (Knightstown-Bethel; Lewisville-Ebenezer & First, Stated Supply 
 The COM interviewed Rev. Peter Zinn for membership in the Presbytery. The COM 
 APPROVED: 
  - that when the way be clear, Rev. Peter S. Zinn will be received as a member of  
     Whitewater Valley Presbyter; 
  - the Stated Supply Contract between Rev. Peter Zinn and the Sessions of   
       Knightstwon-Bethel, Lewisville-First and Lewisville-Ebenezer, effective Feb. 15,  
                            2006, with the following full-time terms:  
   Salary  $36,295 
    Knightstown:    $13,611 
    Lewisville-First:  $13,611 
    Lewisville-Ebenezer: $9,074 
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   Pension $11,251 
    Knightstown-Bethel & Lewisville-First   $4,219 each 
    Lewisville-Ebenezer   $2,813  
 
   Auto Allowance  IRS Rate vouchered to each congregation 
 
   Prof Dev. Allowance $1,000 
          Knightstown-Bethel & Lewisville $375 each 
          Lewisville-Ebenezer  $250 
 
 Rev. Zinn participates in Social Security, received the Family Leave Policy, returned the  
 Clergy  Data Form, signed and returned the Sexual Misconduct Policy and returned the   
 Leadership Profile form.  
 
2.   Fowler, Rev. Amy Williams (Associate Executive Presbyter, WWVP) 
 The COM accepted and APPROVED, with regrets, Rev. Amy Williams Fowler’s request to  transfer 
 her membership, when the way be clear, to Giddings-Lovejoy Presbytery so that she  
 may accept a position as  Associate Executive Presbytery for Congregational Development. 
 
3.  Arthur, Rev. Bill (Brookville-Mt. Carmel, Temporary Supply Pastor 
 The COM APPROVED the Temporary Supply contact between the Rev. Bill Arthur and the  Session 
 of the Brookville-Mt. Carmel Presbyterian Church effective Jan. 1, 2006 for a period of one  
 year with the following terms: 
  Salary  $800 per month 
  Vacation  4 weeks to include 4 Sundays 
 
4. Wauzzinski, Rev. Robert 
 By recommendation of the sub-committee, the COM approved  Rev. Robert  Wauzzinski’s 
 Validated Ministry status through Dec. 31, 2006. 
 
5.   Ewing, Rev. Lyle (Grant County-First) 
   The COM  voted to DISMISS the Installation Commission of Rev. Lyle Ewing,  
   Feb. 5, 2006 at First Presbyterian Church of Grant County, Jonesboro, Indiana, 3:00  
   p.m.: Moderator, Rev. Glen  Bell; Elder Sue Whitaker, Muncie-First; Elder Ray  
   Lockwood, Grant County-First; Rev. Alan Thames; and Rev. David Smith 
 
6.   Harris, Joyce  (WWVP Candidate under Care) 

The COM voted to dismiss the Ordination Commission of Joyce L. Harris (formerly 
Weekly), Feb. 19, 2006, 3:00 p.m. at Tabernacle Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, Indiana: 
Rev. Glen Bell, Moderator; Elder Beula Coughenour, Indianapolis-Tabernacle; Elder Roger 
Gale, Indianapolis-Southport; Rev. June Barrow; Rev. Jim Capps; Ecumenical 
Representative Mrs. Ann Benson, Campus Crusade for Christ National Team; and other 
participants from Whitewater Valley Presbytery: Rev. John Bruington (Tabernacle) and Rev. 
Dr. Carol Johnston (Christian Theological Seminary). Rev. Jerry Van Auken, Wabash Valley 
Presbytery, was granted corresponding member of Presbytery status to participate in the 
services 

 
7.    Smith, Rev. Patrick  

The COM APPROVED the Installation Commission for Rev. Patrick Smith, Associate 
Pastor, Zionsville PC, March 12, 2006: Rev; Glenn Bell, moderator;  Rev. Glenn McDonald; 
Rev. Joy Bilger Goehring; Elder Donna Pollard, Zionsville Presbyterian Church; Elder Jason 
Knapp, Anderson-First; Corresponding Members Rev. Tom Jameson, Frankfort- First, 
Presbytery of Wabash Valley; Mr. Chris Johnson,  Montgomery, AL, Memorial Presbyterian  
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Church, Presbytery of Shepards and Lapsley.  Other participants: Rev. Rick Kimmer; Rev. 
Barbara Sloop;  Elders Betty Knapp, Anderson, First. 
 

8.    Pulpit Supply List  
   Having received request by their respective Sessions, the COM, by consensus added  
   the following to the Pulpit Supply List: 
    Elder Paula Mann, Candidate Under Care (Northminster-Indianapolis) 
    Elder Mary Marg Karty, Greensburg-Kingston; and 
 being satisfied that the request and his credentials are in order,  
  Rev. Cliff Cain to the Pulpit Supply List, American Baptist.   
 
 
March 29 , 2006 ACTIONS OF THE COMMISSION ON MINISTRY 
 
The Committee on Ministry of Whitewater Valley Presbytery met March 29, 2006 at the Presbytery office.  
A quorum was present and the following actions were approved by the COM as Commission actions 

 
1.   Pareis, Rev. Alan V. (McCordsville-Christ Interim Pastor) 

  The COM interviewed and APPROVED the Rev. Alan V. Pareis for membership in  
  the Presbytery.  The COM APPROVED the terms of the Interim Pastor Contract  
  between Rev. Alan V. Pareis and the Session of Christ Presbyterian Church,   
  McCordsville, Indiana providing: 

  1. the contract is submitted in Whitewater Valley Presbytery’s Interim Pastor  
      contract form with Whitewater Valley’s approved termination language  
  2. striking “study leave time may accrue during the contract period.”  
 The COM discussed the unique financial  package with Rev. Pareis and he indicated he had 
 consulted with his professional financial consultant regarding that.  The  
 financial terms of the contract were APPROVED for one year, effective April 1,  
 2006 with the following terms: 
  Salary  and Housing    $36,012 
  Pension/Medical/Additional Life Insurance $13,430 
  Auto & Professional Allowance   $31,057 
  Continuing Education    $1,000 
  Medical/Dental/Optical Escrow   $4,500 

 
2.  King, Rev. Thelma Sue 
  Bob Heimach, Galen Schwarz, Martha McDonald and Kristy Quinn were excused  
  during the COM interview. Rev. King was a member of Irvington Presbyterian Church  
  while attending seminary.  She was a member of Mid-Kentucky Presbytery who has  
  moved to the Indianapolis area. The COM interviewed Rev. THELMA SUE KING   
  and APPROVED her as a member-at-large in the Presbytery.   

 
3. Hill, Rev. Karen (Fort Wayne-First Associate Pastor) 

 The COM APPROVED the request of Rev. Karen Hill to transfer to Santa Fe  Presbytery 
 so that she may accept a position at First Presbyterian Church- Albuquerque, effective April 
 24, 2006.   
 
4. Paulson, John (Greenfield-First Commissioned Lay Pastor) 
 The COM APPROVED the Commissioned Lay Pastor Contract between Elder 
 John Paulson and the Session of First Presbyterian Church, Greenfield,  Indiana, for 
 a period of one year effective Feb. 1, 2006 with the following terms: 
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  Part-time    30 hours per week 
  Salary    $11,231 
  Housing   $20,000 
  Auto Allowance   vouchered at IRS rate 
  Prof. Development Allowance $500 
  Books/Office Expense  $750 
  Study Leave   Two Weeks 
  Vacation   One Month 

 
5. Shannon, Sylvester L. (Indianapolis-Witherspoon, Temporary Supply Pastor) 
 The COM APPROVED a request from Rev. Sylvester L. Shannon and  Elizabeth 
 Presbytery that he be  granted permission to Labor Inside the Bounds of  Whitewater 
 Valley Presbytery while serving as the Temporary Supply Pastor of  Witherspoon 
 Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis.  
 
 The Temporary Supply Pastor Contract between Rev. Sylvester L. Shannon and  the 
 Session of Witherspoon Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis, Indiana was  approved 
 for a period of one year effective May 7, 2006 with the following terms and  

  Salary     $18,000 
  Housing   $18,000 

Auto Allowance   $2,400 (vouchered at IRS rate) 
Deferred Compensation  $9,200 (403b) 
Professional Dev. Expns $1,700 
Moving Expenses  $2,000 
Travel Expenses  $2,400 
Medical Supplement  $1,400 
Study Leave   Two Weeks 
Vacation     Four Weeks (to include four Sundays 

 Rev. Shannon will serve as Moderator of the Session.  
 
6.   Wauzzinski, Rev. Robert (Muncie-First Parish Associate) 

The COM APPROVED the request of the Session of First Presbyterian Church, Muncie, 
Indiana, for Rev. Robert Wauzzinski to serve as Parish Associate through December 
31, 2006. 
 

7.   Validated Ministries 
 The COM APPROVED that Validated Ministry status be approved through December 31, 
 2006 for: 
   Rev. Carol Farr    Rev. Debbie Mansell  
   Rev. Tim Shapiro    Rev. Jim Friedewald 
 

April 26, 2006 ACTIONS OF THE COMMISSION ON MINISTRY 
 
The Committee on Ministry of Whitewater Valley Presbytery met April, 2006 at the Presbytery office.  A 
quorum was present and the following actions were approved by the COM as Commission actions. 
 

1.  Hage, John   (Indianapolis-Second, Lakefellow) 
  Mr. Hage is a Lakefellow at Second Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis and a Candidate  
  Certified Ready to Receive a Call by Coastal Carolina. Pending a successful Ordination  
  Examination by Whitewater Valley Presbytery on June 7, 2006 and Ordination (date to be 
  determined), the COM APPROVED Mr. Hage for membership in Whitewater Valley  
  Presbytery.  
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2.  Hauser, Scott   (Indianapolis-Second, Lakefellow)  
  Mr. Hauser is a Lakefellow at Second Presbyterian Church, Indianapolis and is a   
  Candidate Certified Ready to Receive a Call by Redstone Presbytery. Pending a   
  successful Ordination Examination by Redstone Presbytery on May 16 and   
  Ordination by Redstone Presbytery (date to be determined), the COM APPROVED  
  Mr. Hauser for membership in Whitewater Valley Presbytery.  

 
3. Boebinger, Rev. Don 
 The COM APPROVED a request by the Zionsville Presbyterian Church Session 
 that Rev. Don Boebinger’s Parish Associate relationship by renewed through 
 December 31, 2006.  
 
4. Lee, Rev. MyungKu (Muncie-First)  
 The COM approved, pending receipt and approval by the COM on May 31, 2006 the 
 Position Description, Terms of Call and Installation Commission and,  

 1.  pending approval at a congregational meeting on June 4, 2006 the        
      creation of an Associate Pastor position; and 
 2.  pending approval of the Terms of Call and the Associate Pastor Position  
      Description at a congregational meeting on June 4, 2006 that the  
      requirement for a national search be waived and that Rev. MyungKu Lee  
      be called to that position. 
 

5.  Denison, Rev. Charles  
  Rev. Charles Denison has resigned his position with the Presbyterian Church (USA).   
  The COM APPOVED a motion by the Stated Clerk to change Rev. Denison’s  
  ecclesiastical code to Member at Large.  
 
6. Starace, Rev. Christine 
 The COM APPROVED a request to add Rev. Christine Starace to the Pulpit Supply  List. 
 

        7.  Fronczek, Adam  
The COM APPROVED  a Commission to Ordain Mr. Adam Fronczek June 4, 2006 at 11:00  a.m.: 

 Moderator’s Designee: Elder Jean Dodds; Elder Martha Brown, Chicago-Fourth; Elder Scott  
Himsel, Indianapolis-Second; Rev. Lewis Galloway; Rev. Tim Shapiro; Ecumenical Representative  
J. Brent Bill, Society of Friends, Indianapolis, IN; Corresponding Member William Placher, Wabash  
College, Wabash Valley Presbytery; and other participant Rev. Karen Lang, Whitewater Valley  
Presbytery  

 
 



Whitewater Valley Presbytery
Statement of Revenues and Expenditures

From 1/1/2006 Through 4/30/2006

 

Actual YTD Budget Variance Total 

Beginning Fund Balance (28,885) 0 (28,885) 0 

Income
         Per Capita
            Per Capita 218,105 327,000 (108,895) 327,000 
            Interest (CD's) 10,000 3,375 6,625 13,500 
         Total Income 228,105 330,375 (102,270) 340,500 

Expense
         Administrative Staff 55,230 56,023 792 167,819 
         Office Operations 29,323 27,055 (2,268) 73,072 
         Ecc/Comm/Pby/Council 3,609 6,017 2,408 18,050 
         Stated Clerk/Treasuer Dept. 155 4,166 4,011 24,500 
         Executive Travel 5,915 8,833 2,918 26,500 
         Treasurer/Stated Clerk 5,614 5,667 53 17,000 
         Total Expense 99,847 107,761 7,914 326,941 

Net Income/Expense 128,258 222,614 (94,357) 13,559 

Ending Fund Balance 99,373 222,614 (123,241) 13,559 

 

Actual YTD Budget Variance Total 

Beginning Fund Balance 9,537 0 9,537 0 

Income
            Mission Interest (SOLT) 12,211 6,667 5,544 20,000 
            Shared Mission Revenue 98,330 108,667 (10,336) 326,000 
            Community Advocate - FS 0 8,000 (8,000) 24,000 
            Bridge Builder - FM 0 5,333 (5,333) 16,000 
            Special Appeal ECO 0 0 0 40,000 
         Total Income 110,541 128,667 (18,125) 426,000 

Expense
         Executive Staff 109,231 105,110 (4,122) 265,922 
         Presbytery Missions 23,500 39,000 15,500 111,000 
         Mission Partnerships 0 9,347 9,347 27,440 
         Service Delivery Teams 833 1,667 928 5,000 
         Networks 114 500 386 1,500 
         Congregational Development (895) 2,334 3,229 7,000 
         Committee on Ministry 2,014 2,667 653 8,000 
         New Church Development 0 1,000 1,000 3,000 
         Total Expense 134,797 161,625 26,828 428,862 

Net Income/Expense (24,256) (32,958) 8,701 (2,862)

Ending Fund Balance (14,719) (32,958) 18,238 (2,862)

Operations Fund

Missions Fund
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