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Presbytery Mission Support Grants and Loans
The mission mandate of Whitewater Valley Presbytery (WVP) is to “partner together as we grow into God’s future.” A partial fulfillment of that mandate includes funding partnerships directed to new and existing initiatives within the churches of the Presbytery. The Coordinating Council, through existing Council Task Forces, will receive applications for congregational activities, evaluate the requests, and make recommendations to Presbytery Council for funding as appropriate. Funding is available in the form of loans, grants and matching grants as detailed by the fund description.
WHITEWATER VALLEY PRESBYTERY PERMANENT FUNDS

PROMISE OF TOMORROW FUND (050) 
The Promise of Tomorrow Fund is a resource for grants and low-interest loans for WVP churches. Church projects funded with Promise of Tomorrow must be: 1) a new church development or 2) a church redevelopment and revitalization project. Disbursements from the fund may be provided in a single year or multi-year commitment. Promise of Tomorrow funding may be in the form of grants or loans (a loan may be secured or unsecured by other assets). The amount of each grant generally does not exceed $20,000 in a single year. The amount of each loan generally does not exceed $30,000 in a single year. For a loan, the terms of repayment will not exceed 10 years and will be made at a 3% simple interest rate. Council’s Mission and Growth Task Force will review these applications. Recipients must turn in a yearly progress report (if awarded a multi-year grant or loan) and a final report upon completion of the grant timeline (if awarded a single or multi-year grant or loan).

SMALL CONGREGATIONS FUND (031)

The purpose of the Small Congregations Fund is to provide grants for special needs and/or projects of WVP congregations with an average weekly worship attendance of 80 or less. Funding is provided on a per project basis within a specific year. The amount of each grant generally does not exceed $5,000 in a single year. Council’s Healthy Congregations Task Force will review these applications. Recipients must turn in a final report twelve months after grant approval.
HUNGER FUND (042) 

These single-year matching grant distributions are made to WVP churches for programs supporting the poor and hungry. Grants for programs offering food, utility, rent and medical assistance through church food pantries and/or other related ministries are encouraged. The amount of each grant will vary based on available funding. Council’s Mission and Growth Task Force will review these applications. Recipients must turn in a final report twelve months after grant approval.

PENTECOST FUND (040) 

The Pentecost Fund is funded through the WVP portion of the Pentecost special offering held each year. Matching grants are distributed on a single year basis to WVP churches for programs directed to supporting children at risk. The amount of each grant will vary based on available funding. Council’s Mission and Growth Task Force will review these applications. Recipients must turn in a final report twelve months after grant approval.

PEACEMAKING FUND (041) 

The Peacemaking Fund is funded through the WVP portion of the Peacemaking special offering held each year. The fund provides for a single year matching grant of up to $5,000 distributed to WVP churches to support programs that promote peacemaking in areas such as justice, reconciliation, advocacy and conflict resolution. Applications may cover program expenses as well as expenses related to attending peacemaking conferences and trainings. Council’s Mission and Growth Task Force will review these applications. Recipients must turn in a final report twelve months after grant approval.

WHITEWATER VALLEY PRESBYTERY BUDGETED MISSION FUNDS
TECHNOLOGY GRANTS

Technology grants are funded by the churches of the Presbytery through our collective gifts to Shared Mission & Ministry. The fund provides for a single year matching grant for WVP churches that can be directed for the purchase of equipment, software and/or services focused on enhancing communications, outreach and the administrative ministry of the church. The amount of each matching grant generally does not exceed $2,000 in a single year. Council’s Connected Community Task Force will review these applications. Recipients must turn in a final report twelve months after grant approval.

SABBATICALS GRANTS
Sabbaticals grants are funded by the churches of the Presbytery through our collective gifts to Shared Mission & Ministry. The fund provides for a single year matching grant to assist WVP churches in providing Sabbatical Leave for pastors and church educators. (Please see the WVP’s Sabbatical Leave Guidelines from the Committee on Ministry). Sabbaticals are a planned time of intensive study to enhance the church’s ministry and mission. Sabbaticals are a short-term opportunity for our pastors and church educators, after a five to seven year tenure, to disengage strategically from regular tasks for study and reflection to gain a renewed perspective on the church’s ministry and mission. The amount of each matching grant generally does not exceed $2,000 in a single year. Council’s Healthy Congregations Task Force will review these applications. Recipients must turn in a final report twelve months after grant approval.

EMERGENCY RELIEF

Emergency relief grants are funded by the churches of the Presbytery through our collective gifts to Shared Mission & Ministry. The fund provides for a single year matching grant that can assist WVP churches in providing funding in cases of local emergencies or disasters, especially to provide help with recovery projects designed to restore hope to survivors of these disasters. The amount of each matching grant generally does not exceed $1,000 in a single year. Council’s Healthy Congregations Task Force will review these applications. Recipients must turn in a final report twelve months after grant approval.

Application
Approval: The Coordinating Council delegates specific Council Task Forces the job of reviewing applications. These Task Forces will receive applications for congregational activities, evaluate the requests, and make recommendations to Presbytery Council for funding as appropriate. 
Submissions: Applications for a loan or grant must be addressed to the Coordinating Council through the Presbytery office, sent to the attention of the Associate Executive Presbyter. The Council’s Task Forces consider each application, utilizing the criteria explained below, at their stated meetings the first Wednesday of February, May, August and November. Please submit your application at least two months in advance of a stated meeting and three months prior to the anticipated expenditure. The only exceptions are requests for the Emergency Relief Funds, which will be reviewed at a meeting of the Healthy Congregations Task Force within a month of when the application was turned in.
Eligible Projects: 
The Council’s Task Forces will consider congregational requests for funding of projects:

· encouraging opportunities for partnerships with existing churches and/or the presbytery;
· providing opportunities for spiritual growth and deepening theological understanding for groups of all ages;
· providing a sustainable benefit to a local WVP congregation; 
· reflecting a commitment to inclusiveness and diversity.
Reporting:

Applicants will report on progress toward the achievement of measurable goals and provide a detailed report of expenditures to date. Recipients must turn in a yearly progress report (if awarded a multi-year grant or loan) and a final report upon completion of the grant timeline (if awarded a single or multi-year grant or loan). Reports are addressed to the Coordinating Council through the Presbytery Office, to the attention of the Associate Executive Presbyter. The Council’s Task Forces will review the reports and communicate a project’s progress to the Council.

The Presbytery will only grant requests for session-approved programs run by the church or in partnership with a local organization or a Presbyterian Church (USA) group. Projects which include hands-on involvement of members from the requesting WVP church will receive a higher priority. Funding for agencies, organizations and/or churches shall be in partnership with WVP and/or with a WVP church. Applications shall include a copy of the minutes from the session meeting when this project was approved (signed by Moderator and Clerk of the Session).
Whitewater Valley Presbytery – Grant/Loan Application
1. Date Submitted:
     
2. Name and address of WVP church applying for funds:

     
3. Name of contact person who can answer questions about this request:

 
     
Phone:
      



Email:
     

4. Type of Request:       FORMCHECKBOX 

Grant (only Promise of Tomorrow & Small Congregations Fund)


 

        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Loan (only Promise of Tomorrow)
        FORMCHECKBOX 

Matching Grant (all others)
5. Commitment is:  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One year 
            FORMCHECKBOX 
 Two or more years (only Promise of Tomorrow)
6. Request is for a(n): 
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 New initiative       FORMCHECKBOX 
 An existing project
7. Select Whitewater Valley Presbytery Permanent or Budgeted Fund Source:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Promise of Tomorrow 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hunger

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Peacemaking

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sabbatical

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small Congregations
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pentecost 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Technology  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Emergency Relief

8. Amount requested:      

9. Our church is current on Presbytery’s:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Per Capita

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Mission Pledge 
10. When do you need the funding?      
11. Project Timeline (beginning and end dates):      
 
12. Attach copy of the minutes from the session meeting when this project was approved (signed by Moderator and Clerk of the Session)
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13. Briefly describe the project (highlight how your church members are involved):
     
14. How does the project help your church make disciples for Jesus Christ, address the needs of all God’s children and/or show God’s love in mission?
     
15. List clearly stated goals for the project, along with related measurable, realistic, and time-sensitive objectives:
     
16. List measurable outcomes that will enhance the mission of the applicant congregation and of the Presbytery:
     
17. Provide copies of any research your church has done which led to the creation of this project (needs assessment, demographic study, map of the community’s assets, or similar research):
18. Identify opportunities for working with interfaith, ecumenical, or other Presbyterian congregations (if applicable):
     
19. Funding Questions:
a. Attach Project’s Budget. Provide detailed total cost of project and contributions from local churches and income from outside sources, matching funds/sources.
b. Could the project proceed without presbytery funding?       
c. If this project receives / seeks to receive Synod of Lincoln Trails or General Assembly funding, please attach the applications submitted for those funds.
d. Has WVP funded this project at your church before?       
If so, provide details.      
20. What are opportunities for replicating the project in other churches?
     



For Council use:  APPROVED – Date _____________________________________         Authorization Initials_______________


Fund # ________	    Fund Name ___________________________________________    	Approved Amount $ _______________








